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Series Overview 
with Teaching Suggestions 

Select Readings, Second Edition is a reading course for students of English. 
In Select Readings, Second Edition, high-interest, authentic reading passages 
serve as springboards for reading skills development, vocabulary building, and 
thought-provoking discussions and writing. 

The readings represent a wide range of genres (newspaper and magazine 
articles, personal essays, textbook chapters, book excerpts, and on-line discussions) 
gathered from well-respected sources, such as The Wall Street Journal, the Utne 
Reader, and Science News, and approved by experienced teachers. 

General Approach to Reading Instruction 
The following principles have guided the development of Select Readings, 

Second Edition: 

• Exposing students to a variety of text types and genres helps them develop
more effective reading skills. Students learn to handle the richness and depth
of writing styles they will encounter as they read more widely in English.

• Readers become engaged with a selection when they are asked to respond
personally to its theme. While comprehension questions help students see if
they have understood the information in a reading, discussion questions ask
students to consider the issues raised by the passage.

• Readers sharpen their reading, vocabulary-building, and language skills
when skills work is tied directly to the content and language of each
reading passage. This book introduces students to reading skills such as
skimming and scanning and vocabulary-building strategies such as learning
synonyms and understanding phrasal verbs. Each skill was chosen in
consultation with teachers to ensure that the most applicable and appropriate
skills were selected for students at the Intermediate level.

• Good readers make good writers. Reading helps students develop writing
skills, while writing experience helps students become better readers.

• Background knowledge plays an important role in reading comprehension.
An important goal of Select Readings, Second Edition is to illustrate how
thinking in advance about the topic of a reading prepares readers to better
comprehend and interact with a text.

Chapter Overview irLanguage.com

Each chapter in Select Readings, Second Edition includes the eight sections 
described below. 

I. Opening Page

The purpose of this page is to draw readers into the theme and content of the
chapter with relevant artwork and a compelling quotation.



Teaching Suggestions: 

• Ask students to describe what they see in the photo(s) or artwork on the
page and guess what the chapter is about. Have them read the quotation,
restate it in their own words, and then say if they agree with it. Finally, ask
what connection there might be between the image and the quotation.

• Call students' attention to the Chapter Focus box. Give them a chance to
think about the content and skills they are about to study and to set their
own learning goals for the chapter.

2. Before You Read

The first activity in each Before You Read section is designed to get students to
connect personally to the topic of the chapter and to activate their background
knowledge of the topic. A second activity or question in this section asks
students to further explore their knowledge of the topic by completing a task
with a partner. The third activity asks students to complete a Previewing Chart,
which provides specific tasks for previewing a text. The purpose of this chart
is to encourage students to make a habit of using simple previewing strategies
before they read any text.

Teaching Suggestions:

• Make sure that students understand the purpose of the Before You Read
activities. Explain that activating prior knowledge will help them to better
comprehend the reading passage.

3. Reading Passage

In general, the readings become increasingly long and/or more complex as the
chapters progress. To help students successfully tackle each passage, we have
provided the following support tools:

Vocabulary glosses. Challenging words and expressions are glossed throughout
the readings. In most cases, we have glossed chunks of words instead of
individual vocabulary items. This approach helps students develop a better
sense of how important context is to understanding the meaning of new words.

Culture and Language Notes. On pages 141-158, students will find explanations
for cultural references and language usage that appear in blue type in the
readings. Notes are provided on a wide range of topics from scientific
information, to geographical references, to famous people.

Maps. Each location featured in a reading passage is clearly marked on one
of the maps found on pages 159-162.

Numbered lines. For easy reference, every fifth line of each reading passage
is numbered.

Recorded reading passages. Listening to someone reading a text aloud helps
language learners see how words are grouped in meaningful chunks, thus
aiding comprehension.
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Teaching Suggestions: 

• Encourage students to read actively. Circling words, writing questions in
the margins, and taking notes are three ways in which students can make
reading a more active and meaningful experience.

• Play the recorded version of the reading passage and ask students to listen
to how the reader groups words together. As they listen to the recording,
students can lightly underline or circle the groups of words.

4. After You Read: Understanding the Text

Following each reading, there are two to three post-reading activities that give
students the chance to (a) clarify their understanding of the text, (b) practice
reading skills previously introduced, and (c) discuss the issues raised in the
reading. The first activity in this section is designed to give students practice
with the types of comprehension questions used on exams such as TOEFL®,
TOEIC®, and IELTSn1. Questions are also labeled to highlight the reading
skill required to answer the· question.

Teaching Suggestions:

• Get students to discuss their reactions to the readings in pairs or groups. The
process of discussing questions and answers gives students an opportunity
to check their comprehension more critically.

• If time permits and you would like students to have additional writing
practice, ask them to write a short essay or a journal entry on one of the
questions in the Consider the Issues section.

5. Building Vocabulary

Reading extensively is an excellent way for students to increase their
vocabulary base. Considering this, we pay careful attention to developing
students' vocabulary-building skills in each chapter of Select Readings, Second
Edition. A variety of vocabulary-building skills are introduced and recycled
throughout the book. Each Building Vocabulary section starts out with a short
explanation and examples of the skill in focus. In the activities that follow the
explanation, students typically scan the reading to gather and analyze various
types of words and then use the words in a new context.

Teaching Suggestions:

• View the explanation and examples at the beginning of each Building Vocabulary
section before asking students to tackle the activities that follow. Encourage
them to ask any questions they have about the explanations or examples.

• Encourage students to keep a vocabulary notebook. Present various ways
in which students can organize the words in their notebook: by chapter, by
topic, by part of speech, etc.

ti i rLanguage.com 



6. Reading Skill

At the beginning of each Reading Skill section, students encounter a short
explanation of the skill in focus and, when appropriate, an example of how
that skill relates to the reading in the chapter. The first task following this
explanation asks students to return to the reading to think about and use the
new reading skill. The new Apply the Reading Skill sections then give students
the opportunity to apply the strategy to a new short reading that is related to the
topic of the main reading passage.

Teaching Suggestions:

• Review the explanations and sample sentences at the beginning of each
Reading Skills section before asking students to tackle the questions
that follow. Encourage them to ask any questions they have about the
explanations or examples.

• Reflect with students on the ways in which they can apply the reading skills
they have learned in each chapter to other reading passages. Then have them
apply the new reading skill as they work with the second reading passage in 
this section.

7. Discussion and Writing

At the end of each chapter, students have an opportunity to talk and write
about a variety of issues. The activities in this section provide students with
a chance to broaden their views on the topic of the reading and to address
more global issues and concerns.

Teaching Suggestions:

• When time permits, let students discuss a question a second time with
a different partner or group. This allows them to apply what they learned
in their first discussion of the question.

• Choose one or more of the questions in this section as an essay topic
for students.

8. Words to Remember

Each chapter ends with a list of Words to Remember. All of these words appear
on the Oxford 3000"' word list, and many are also highlighted on the Academic
Word List. This section provides an efficient means for students to keep track
of important new vocabulary by chapter. In addition, the new Mini-Dictionary
on pages 163-172 features carefully crafted definitions of each Word to
Remember from the new Oxford American Dictionary for learner, of English,
giving students an alphabetical reference of the words and their definitions all
in one place.

Additional Resources for Teachers of Reading 
• Teaching Second Language Reading by Thom Hudson
• Techniques and Resources in Teaching Reading by Sandra Silberstein
• Reading by Catherine Wallace

xJ 



xii 

Series Components 

Testing Program CD-ROM with Student Book Answer Key 

Students today are facing increased pressure to excel at standardized testing in 
order to gain entrance to universities and secure competitive jobs. Select Readings,
Second Edition offers an exciting new Testing Program CD-ROM, including tests 
modelled after the IELTS

™
, TOEFL®, and TOEIC® standardized tests, as well as 

general achievement and unit tests. The reading tests included on the new Testing 
Program CD-ROM with Student Book Answer Key were written and approved 
by testing experts to ensure a close connection to the widely-used standardized 
tests above. Each test features a reading passage followed by questions designed 
to measure comprehension as well as reading- and vocabulary-skill proficiency. 
All unit tests feature new and different reading passages to test the skills learned 
in that unit. 

Class Audio CDs 

Select Readings, Second Edition offers Class Audio CDs featuring carefully 
recorded audio of all main reading passages in each level of the series. Giving 
students the opportunity to listen to a fluent English speaker as they follow along 
in the text significantly aids comprehension and supports listening and speaking 
skill development. This is particularly useful for aural learners, who absorb 
information best through hearing it presented. Each Class Audio CD features 
a variety of accents to expose students to the many sounds of English around 
the world today. 

Audio Download Center 

AUDIO 

DOWNLOAD 

CENTER 

The Selecc Readings Audio 
Download Center allows you 
to access and download audio 
files for each main reading 
passage in the Student Book. 

Choo'4t your level > Elementary 

www.irLanguage.com 

PrNni.rmtdlato lntormedlatt Upper.fntl!�lat@ 

oeon..n,-, ____ ,,... .. _ _....._ 

Every main reading from the series is available for download through the 
Select Readings, Second Edition Audio Download Center. Students and teachers 
can visit www.oup.com/elt/selectreadings2e for access to the downloadable mp3s 
for any time, anywhere practice and self-study. 

"TOEIC- and TOEFL" are registered trademarks of Educational Testing Service (ETS). 
This publication is not endorsed or approved by ETS. 
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Before You Read 

A. Connect with the topic. Have you ever had a job or school interview?
l--Jow did you prepare for it? What questions were you asked? If you haven't
had an interview, what questions do you think an interviewer would ask?

B. Pair Work. Which of these common interview questions do you think
would be the most difficult to answer? Check (J') it. Then explain your
answer to your partner.

O Why should we hire you?

O Why do you want to work here?

O What are your weaknesses?

O What did you dislike about your last job?

O Where do you see yourself five years from now?

C. Preview the reading. Look quickly over the article on pages 3-4 to
complete the Previewing Chart below.

Previewing Chart 

1. Title of the reading: __________________ _

2. Names of people and places in
the reading. (List 3 more.)

Ohio

3. l<ey words. (What words appear
several times? List 5 more.)

question

4. Read the first sentence in each paragraph. What do you think the
reading is probably about?

2 Chapter 1 I Answering 6 Common Interview Questions
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Reading Passage 

Answering 6 Common Interview Questions 
Copyright CareerBuilder, LLC. Reprinted with permission. 

While you' ll never be able to anticipate every qµestion you might be 
asked in an interview, you can get a head start 1 by developing strong, 
concise answers to commonly used questions. Most interviewers will ask 
similar questions like these to gain knowledge about a candidate's abilities 

s and qualifications and compatibility with2 the job and the company. 

1. Tell me about yourself.
This is often the opening question in an interview. It's also one of the

most difficult if you're not prepared. Remember, the interviewer does not 
want to hear about your hometown or your hobby. 

10 This question calls for your one-minute commercial that summarizes 
your years of experience and skills and your personality in the context 
of the job for which you are interviewing. Get to the point and sell 
your professional self. Develop a few brief sentences that demonstrate 
you have what it takes3 to do the job-experience, proven results, and 

15 desire to contribute.4

2. Why should we hire you?
The key to answering any question about you versus your competition

is using specifics. "Everybody is going to speak in generalities, so you need 
something that will make you stand out5 a bit;' said Linda, a teacher in 

20 Springfield, Ohio. Give real examples that show them you are best-suited 
for the job. Linda says she would point out her achievements and 
accomplishments throughout her career that are relevant6 to the open 
position, as well as her experiences in dealing with different types of 
students and teaching situations. Pinpoint the qualities you have that are 

25 truly valuable to the company. 

3. Why do you want to work here? What do you know about
our company?
Peter, a physician in Indianapolis, said that research is important in

answering these questions. "I would use this opportunity to show off what 
30 I know about the company and, more importantly, how I would fit in." 

I get a head start get an early start that gives you an advantage
2 compatibility with suitability for 
3 you have what it takes you have the skills and abilities
4 contribute give time and effort 
5 stand out look better than everyone else 
6 relevant related; important 

AUDIO 
DOWNLOAD 

Map page 161 

Culture and 
Language Notes 
page 141 

3 



Susan, a vice president of benefits in Chicago, said that she would 
address issues and challenges in the company to demonstrate the depth of 
her knowledge. "I usually talk about revenue, numbers of employees, and 
also challenges in their type of business and how my experience relates to 

35 that;' she said. "I would point out things I have done in similar companies 
that could address their problems:' 

4. What are your weaknesses?
The secret to answering this question is using your weaknesses to your

advantage. "I would turn my weaknesses into strengths;' said Tara, an 
40 attorney. "For example, if my weaknesses include my lack of patience, 

I would then state that, because of this, I have learned to take special 
measures7 to ensure that I remain calm and attentive:' Just make sure that
you do give a real answer to this question. None of us is without faults, so 
don't pretend that you do not have weaknesses. 

45 5. What did you dislike about your last job? Why did you leave your 
last job? 
You need to be cautious about these kinds of questions and make sure 

you do not end up sounding bitter.8 "I would never talk down9 about my 
former company, the boss, or my former co-workers;' Tara said. 

so You need to have a good understanding about the job for which you're 
applying to turn this question into a positive one. It may be best to say 
that you really enjoyed many aspects of your job, then focus on how this 
new job will give you the opportunity to contribute more in a particular 
area that is key to the position. 

s 6. Where do you see yourself in five years? 
An interviewer does not want to hear that your five-year aspiration 

is to be sailing in the Caribbean or working in a different industry. 
You need to talk about goals you have that relate to the job. This will 
demonstrate that you understand the industry and the company and are 

60 motivated to succeed there. Susan, the director of public relations at a 
major car rental company, said she would keep her answer specific to her 
field, such as stating that she sees herself as vice president of corporate 
communications. 

Preparation is the key to answering any question with poise and 
65 confidence. Always keep in mind-whatever the question is-that the 

interviewer is trying to uncover if you are a good fit and can make a 
positive contribution to the job. 

Word Count: 726 Reading Time: __ _ 
(Minutes) 

7 take special measures do specific things 
8 bitter resentful 
9 talk down say negative things 

4 Chapter 1 I Answering 6 Common Interview Questions
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After You Read 

Understanding the Text 

A. Comprehension
For each item below, fill in the correct circle.

irLanguage.com 

I. Identifying the Author's Purpose The purpose of the article is to_. 

@ help job interviewers ask good questions

@ help people answer interview questions well

© help people identify their job skills

@ show what happens at a job interview

2. Understanding Pronoun References In line 7, the word it refers to_.

@ an interview

@ your hometown

© "Tell me about yourself."

CID the opening question in an interview

3. Scanning for Details When you are asked to tell an interviewer about
yourself, you should _.

@ say everything you can think of about your background and interests

@ say a few things that show you can do the job

© tell the interviewer you can do the job

CID summarize your hobbies and interests

4. Scanning for Details If an interviewer asks about your weaknesses, you
should_.

@ identify a weakness and explain how you have learned to deal with it

@ say that you don't have any weaknesses

© identify an imaginary weakness that isn't very important

CID describe all of your weaknesses in detail

5. Identifying the Author's Purpose Why does the author quote different
people in the article?

@ The author wants to add humor to the article.

@ The author wants to show what you shouldn't do at a job interview.

© The author doesn't have enough experience to provide his own
examples. 

CID The author wants to use specific examples to support the main idea. 

5 



B. Identifying Main Ideas and Details
Look back over the reading for details to support each main idea below. Write
them in the chart. Several answers are possible.

1. Tell me about

yourself.

2. Why should we

hire you?

You should summarize your Don't talk about unrelated 

skills and experience as they things. 

relate to the job. 

You need to give specifics 

to show you are the best 

person for the job. 

3. Why do you want to work Show what you know about 

here? What do you know the company and how you 

about our company? would fit in. 

4. What are your

weaknesses?

S. What did you dislike

about your last job?

6. Where do you see

yourself in five years?

C. Consider the Issues

Turn your weaknesses into 

strengths. 

Say something positive 

about your last job. 

Talk about goals that relate 

to the company with which 

you are interviewing. 

Work with a partner to answer the questions below.

I. In the article on pages 3-4, the author recommends answering interview
questions with specific rather than general answers. For each general
answer below, think of a more specific answer.

a. rm a good student.

b. rm easy to work with.

c. My last boss liked my work.

2. The author says that you should learn about a company before the
interview. What are some ways you could do this?

3. Which of the author's tips do you find the most helpful? Why?

6 Chapter 1 I Answering 6 Common Interview Questions



Building Vocabulary 

Understanding Phrasal Verbs 

Phrasal verbs have two or three parts: a verb + one or two other words 
like down, up, off, or out. A phrasal verb has a special meaning which is 
different from the meaning of the individual words. For example, in the 
sentence below, the phrasal verb stand out means to be easy to notice. 

"Everybody is going to speak in generalities, so you need something 
that will make you stand out a bit;' said Linda. 

You can find the meaning of a phrasal verb in a good dictionary. 

A. Scan the reading on pages 3-4 to find the missing word in each phrasal
verb below. Then match each verb to a definition on the right.

1. stand _---"o'""'u.,_t __ e a. belong

2.talk ___ _ b. result in

3. show ___ _ c. display dearly

4. fit ___ _ d. say negative things about

5. end ___ _ e. be easy to notice

B. Now use the correct form of a phrasal verb from the chart to complete
each sentence below.

1. After a lot of discussion about what to do, they _______ _
staying at home.

2. When you move to a new school, it can take a long time to

3. It annoys me when someone about my friends. 

4. A lot of people have tattoos today. Fifty years ago, people got tattoos
because they wanted to . Now people get them 
because they want to fit in. 

5. People who are always their expensive clothes 
can be very irritating.

7 



Reading Sl<ill 

Using Context 

When you are reading, it is important to use context ( the surrounding 
words and ideas) to guess the meanings of unfamiliar words. You might 
not be able guess the exact meaning of the word, but you can usually guess 
its general meaning. 
You can often find an example in the context that explains the unfamiliar 
word. In the sentence below, the two underlined examples help to define 
the word aspiration.

I An interviewer does not want to hear that your five-year aspiration is
to be sai1ing in the Caribbean or working in a different industry. 

There may also be contrasting information or an explanation in the 
context that helps you to understand an unfamiliar word, as in the 
sentences below. 

The key to answering any question about you versus your competition is 
using specifics. "Everybody is going to speak in generalities, so you need 
something that will make you stand out a bit;' said Linda, a teacher in 
Springfield, Ohio. Give real examples that show them you are best-suited 
for the job. 

A. Analyze the Reading
irLanguage.com 

Read these sentences and answer the questions below. 
1. "While you'll never be able to anticipate every question you might be asked

in an interview, you can get a head start by developing strong, concise
answers to commonly used questions:' 
a. Is anticipate a verb, noun, or adjective?
b. What words in the sentence help you to understand the meaning of the

word anticipate? What do you think anticipate means? 
c. From the context, would you say that a concise answer is something good

or bad? 
2. "This question calls for your one-minute commercial that summarizes your

years of experience and skills and your personality in the context of the job 
for which you are interviewing:'
a. Is summarizes a verb, noun, or adjective?
b. What words in the sentence help you to understand the meaning of

summarizes? 

c. What do you think the word summarizes means in this context?

8 Chapter 1 I Answering 6 Common Interview Questions
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B. Apply the Reading Skill
Read the article below and use context to guess the missing words. (Many
different words are possible.)

Local Girl Among Finalists for Australian Dream Job 

by Jean Yueh 

In 2009, Clare Wang, a young interpreter from 

Taiwan, won a ______ (1) among the 

finalists for what has been ______ (2) 

"the best job in the world"-caretaker of an 

Australian tropical island. The application 

process started on January 9 and ended 

February 22. About 35,000 people, including 

dancers, scientists, chefs, and students from 

nearly 200 countries, applied for 

the _____ (3). Each applicant had to _____ (4) a video in English no 

more than one minute long to explain why he or she was the right person for the job. 

Wang, a 30-year-old Chinese-English interpreter, said this was the first time she had 

campaigned on the Internet. "Usually, I do not take part in this kind of ______ (5)," 

she told a local newspaper, describing herself as a shy person. In her application video, 

the young woman used two puppets to ______ (6) her interpreting skills, as well 

as pictures of herself in leisure-time activities, to (7) online voters she 

was an outdoor person. Wang ended her video by saying, "I've never been to the Great 

Barrier Reef, which makes me the perfect explorer." She then ______ (8) that 

she would be "super curious," as printed on the T-shirt she put on in front of the camera. 

Now compare your answers with a partner. Are your words the same? 
Are they similar? 
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Discussion & Writing 

1. What are some things you probably shouldn't say at a university or job
interview? Why?

2. In writing, describe one of your weaknesses. Remember to follow the
author's suggestion by turning your weakness into something positive.

Example

f used to be a perfedionist about everything, but over the years f have 
learned that there are times when it is good to demand perfedion and 
times when it is not. Now f am able to evaf uate a task and decide how 
muth time and effort to put into it. For important things, f push myself very 
hard. For fess important things, I do what is neassary, but f Know when to 
stop. Learning to do this has helped me in sthoof and in my previousjob. 

3. Work with a partner to roleplay a job interview. One person is the
interviewer and the other is the interviewee. Follow the steps below.

• Choose a job that sounds interesting to you and your partner and
decide what abilities and qualifications are necessary for the job.

Sample job: an experienced architect for a large architecture firm

Qualifications: must have ten years experience working in
a large company 

must be able to work as part of a team 
must have experience designing large office buildings 

• Use the chart you completed on page 6 as you roleplay the job interview.

Words to Remember 

NOUNS : VERBS ADJECTIVES 

achievements : anticipate bitter 
aspect ! demonstrate particular 
challenges ! end up relevant 
confidence ! fit in
contribution ! pretend
opportunity 1 relate
patience 1 show off
qualifications : stand out
specifics ( talk down
weakness 
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Before You Read 

A. Connect with the topic. Think of two more people who have made a
difference in the world in some way. Write about them in the chart below.

Name I What did this person do? 

Mohandas &andhi He was the leader of the nonviolent 
movement for independenc.e in India. 

B. Pair Work. What do you think are the most serious issues in the world
today? Work with a partner to add two or more ideas to the list below.
Then check ( ./) the issue that concerns you the most.

D poverty 

D pollution 
D 

-------� 

o 
_____ _ 

D nuclear weapons 

D climate change 
o 

_____ _ 

D 
-------� 

C. Preview the reading. Look quickly over the article on pages 13-15 to
complete the Previewing Chart below.

Previewing Chart www.irLanguage.com 

1. Title of the reading: _________________ _

2. Names of people and places in
the reading. (List 3 more.)

Afrita

3. Key words. (What words appear
several times? List 3 more.)

bqf(

4. Read the headings and lo�k at the picture. What do you think the
reading is probably about?
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Rea<ling Passage 

Young Women Changing the World 
by Jenny lnglee 

1he following article i; from the website TakePart. This website gathers 
1 news, photos, and videos about today's issues and suggests actions people 

can take to make a difference. 1he website also provides stories of people 
who are working for change locally, nationally, and globally. 

The Soccket Team 
5 Jessica Lin, Jessica 0. Matthews, Julia Silverman, and Hemali Thakkar 

Issue: Renewable Energy 

In most African countries more than 90 percent of the population lives 
without electricity. And if you've been to Africa, you know that almost 

10 that many people play soccer whenever they get the chance. But it took 
four young women to realize that all the energy being used on the field 
could be used to power people's homes. 

The magic soccer ball created by Harvard students Jessica Lin, Jessica 
Matthews, Julia Silverman, and Hemali Thakkar is beautiful in its 

15 simplicity. The "sOccket" captures energy from kick, dribble, and throw, 
and stores it for later use. Kids can play a game, then bring the ball home 
and charge an LED lamp, cell phone, or battery. They no longer need to 
use unhealthy and expensive kerosene lamps or walk three hours 
to charge their cell phones. And down the line, 1 the founders hope 

20 the sOccket will move beyond single-family homes to power hospitals 
and schools. But think of the immediate impact the ball can have on 
individual kids: money is saved, families can afford to send their children 
to school, child labor decreases, and a better world emerges. 

25 

Carmina Mancenon 
Founder, Stitch Tomorrow 
Issue: Impoverished Youth 

Through Stitch Tomorrow, a youth-led microfinance initiative2 in the 
Philippines and Indonesia, Carmina Mancenon, a 16-year-old from 
Tokyo, Japan, is empowering underprivileged girls by helping them create 

30 fashion lines out of secondhand materials. 3

I down the line later
2 mkrofinance initiative a program that provides loans to people living in poverty, usually to start 

their own businesses 

3 secondhand materials materials used before 
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Stitch Tomorrow provides fashion and business education, capital,4

and resources to help the girls turn their clothing design ideas into a 
reality. Experts are on hand to help the young designers refine their 
concepts, create partnerships, find sponsors, and show their fashion 

35 lines on the runway. This year, Mancenon brought her idea for Stitch 
Tomorrow to the World Economic Forum in Davos, Switzerland. As the 
youngest participant, she shared her hope for using fashion to bridge the 
gaps between privileged and underprivileged youth around the world. 

Stephanie Cohen 

40 Founder, Kids Make a Difference 
Issue: Endangered Manatees 

In second grade, Stephanie Cohen read an article about a baby 
manatee injured by a boat's propeller as it came up for air-an accident 
that claims the lives of many manatees every year. An article like that 

45 would affect most 8-year-olds. But how many would dedicate their lives 
to the issue? At least one. 

From that day forward, Cohen dedicated herself to raising awareness 
in her school and community about manatees, eventually starting a 
foundation called Kids Make a Difference. The organization brings 

so youth together to fundraise for the preservation of wildlife and inspires 
volunteers to help animals around the world. 

Maggie Doyne 
Founder, The Blink Now Foundation 
Issue: World Poverty 

55 Trekking through the Himalayas after high school, Maggie Doyne met 
hundreds of orphaned and poverty-stricken Nepalese children. They 
stuck with her. Upon returning to her hometown of Mendham, New 
Jersey, she asked her community to help her build a safe and loving home 
for these children. 

60 To Doyne's surprise, her neighbors supported the idea. With their 
help, Doyne and the local Nepalese community built the Kopila Valley 
Children's Home, a home that provides young orphans, street children, 
child laborers, and abused children with an education, health care, and 
a loving place to grow up. Today, there are 25 children living in the home, 

65 and 60 children are enrolled in school through the Kopila Outreach program. 

4 capital money or supplies invested in a business to make it profitable 
5 bridge the gap lessen the difference 
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These young women prove that no matter how young you are, if you're 
passionate about a cause and take action, you're old enough to make 
a difference. 

Word Count: 663 : Reading Time: __ _ Words per Minute: __ _ 
: (Minutes) 

After You Read 

Understanding the Text 

A. Comprehension
For each item below, fill in the correct circle.

(Word Count/Reading Time) 

I. Finding the Main Idea Which of these sentences best expresses the main
idea of the article?

® It's not easy to make a difference in the world.

@ Young people can make a difference in the world.

© There are many different ways to change the world.

® Young people need to spend time raising money for children.

2. Understanding Pronoun References In line 16, the word it refers to __ .

@ the sOccket

@ energy

© kick, dribble, and throw

® the Harvard students

3. Scanning for Details Which of the following statements about the sOccket
is not true?

@ It can save people time.

@ It can provide electricity.

© It can save people money.

® It is used in hospitals.

4. Scanning for Details Stitch Tomorrow helps young women __ .

@ start a career in the fashion industry

® buy their own clothes

© become fashion models

® travel to Europe to learn about fashion

15 



5. Scanning for Details Unlike Maggie Doyne and Carmina Mancenon,
Stephanie Cohen dedicated herself to helping_.

@ young women

@ animals

© orphans

® kids

B. Vocabulary: Using Context
Use context to guess the meaning of each boldfaced word below.

1. The sOccket captures energy from kick, dribble, and throw, and stores
it for later use.

@ loses 

@ holds 

© shares 

® designs 

2. But think of the immediate impact the ball can have on individual kids:
money is saved, families can afford to send their children to school, child
labor decreases, and a better world emerges.

® noise © use 

® fun ® effect 

3. Experts are on hand to help the young designers refine their concepts,
create partnerships, find sponsors, and show their fashion lines on the
runway.

® available 

@ useless 

© unnecessary

® important

4. From that day forward, Cohen dedicated herself to raising awareness in her
school and community about manatees, eventually starting a foundation
called Kids Make a Difference.

@game 

® organization 

C. Consider the Issues

© solution

® dedication

Work with a partner to answer the questions below.

1. In what ways are the young people in this article similar? In what ways are
they different?

2. Which of these people do you find the most inspiring? Why?

3. Consider the four issues in the article. Which one do you feel most strongly

about? Why? What are some other ways to deal with this issue?

irLanguage.com 
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Building Vocabulary 

Understanding Suffixes 

Understanding suffixes can help you improve your reading comprehension. 
These special endings on words help you to know if a word is a noun, verb, 
adjective, or adverb. 

For example, the suffix -tion at the end of the word education signals that 
it is a noun. The suffix -ive at the end of the word expensM signals that it 
might be an adjective. 

A. Scan the reading on pages 13-15 to find words that end in the suffixes
below. (Try to find a word for each blank.) Then decide if the words are
nouns or adjectives.

·ity I -ness I ·tion I -ship I ·ful

eledric.ity business educ.ation feadershio 
I 

suaeseful 

B. Choose a word from the chart above to complete these sentences. (More
than one word may be possible.)

I. As the world's increases, access to clean water and food 
decreases.

2. It's not easy to take when you see a problem. 

3. It's hard to say what the most place in the world is. 

4. If ____ is important to you, you don' t need to have a lot of
possessions.

5. There has to be an ____ of a problem before it can be solved.

6. Learning to read and write is part of a good ___ _

7. In the future, some people hope to use to power all cars. 

8. If you want to be a professor, you will have to work hard to make your
dream become a ___ _

17 



Reading Sl<ill 

Making Inferences 

An inference is a logical conclusion drawn from evidence. 

Evidence Possible Inferences 

Your friend is crying. -=-:::::::::::: Your friend is sad.
Your friend just got some bad news. 

Evidence Possible Inferences 

Your friend is in the hospital. � Your friend is not well.
Your friend had an accident. 

Readers make inferences as they read a text. They look at the facts or 
evidence in the text and draw conclusions. 

A. Analyze the Reading
What can you infer from these sentences from the reading? Circle the correct
word(s) in parentheses to complete the inferences.

1. «In most African countries more than 90 percent of the population lives
witliout electricity. And if you've been to Africa, you know that almost that
many people play soccer whenever they get the chance."

Inference: You can infer that soccer (is I isn't) very popular in Africa.

2. "Kids can play a game, then bring the ball home and charge an LED
lamp, cell phone, or battery. They no longer need to use unhealthy and
expensive kerosene lamps or walk three hours to charge their cell phones."

Inference: You can infer that an LED lamp is (more expensive I healthier)
than a kerosene lamp.

3. "In second grade, Stephanie Cohen read an article about a baby manatee
injured by a boat's propeller as it came up for air-an accident that claims
the lives of many manatees every year. An article like that would affect
most 8-year-olds. But how many would dedicate their lives to the issue?
At least one:'

Inference: You can infer that Stephanie Cohen is a (passionate I creative)
person.
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B. Apply the Reading Skill
Read the article and then answer the questions in the chart below. ff>�� 

�i r Language.<<>m 
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Chen Shu-chu, Taiwanese Vegetable Seller, 
r Inspires Others with Generous Donations to Charity 

Over her lifetime, Chen Shu-chu, a Taiwanese woman who 
makes a modest6 living selling vegetables, has donated over, 
NT$10 million to charity (the equivalent of over $300,000 ia 
U.S. currency). Chen accumolatoo the money working long 
18-hour days at a local marlcet and living frugally.

For her amazing contn'butions to local h'braries and
orphanages, TIME magazine named Chen one of the most 
influential people of 2010. Now AFP reports that Chen's 

J 
generous giving has set off a nationwide trend, enco�&;.. 

I Others Of Small means7 to donate to charity. "The poinl or
Chen's story is that all ofa sudden many people found 1hateven 
though they may not be rich, their tiny but persistent small 
donations may come as a great help to some people," said 
Hu Yu-fang ofUnited Way. 

She doesn't earn a lot of money, yet she has 5ht is vuy ge.ne.rous.
given a lot of money to charity. 

She has given money to orphanages 
and libraries. 

TIME magazine named her one of the most 
influential people of 2010. 

6 modest limited 
7 of small means who don't earn a lot of money

.
. 
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Discussion & Writing 

I. What do these proverbs mean to you? How does each one relate to the ideas
in the reading?

"Talk does not cook rice:'
-Chinese proverb

"Vision without action is a daydream. Action without vision is a nightmare:'
-Japanese proverb

"The generous and bold have the best lives:'
-Norwegian proverb

2. Think of someone who has inspired you in some way. Write a paragraph
describing this person and then share your paragraph with your classmates.

Example

You don't have to do grand things to inspire other people. fv1y aunt inspires 
me every day simply by the way she deals with problems. Whenever wmething 
negative happens to my aunt she finds a way to laugh about it. She never 
lets bad things upset her or ma1'e her angry. I am always inspired by her 
ability to do this. 

Words to Remember 

Mini-Dictionary I NOUNS VERBS ADJECTIVES 
page 163 capital abuse immediate 

foundation (take) action 
impact charge 
initiative create 
issue (make a) difference 
reality emerge 
resources realize 
simplicity suggest 

support 
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Before You Read 

A. Connect with the topic. Read the definition of a team below. Then match
each team on the left side of the chart with a goal on the right side.

"A team is a small number of people with complementary skills! who are
committed to a common purpose, set of goals, and approach:'
-from the Harvard Business Review

Teams j Goals 

1. World Cup team

2. software production team

3. team of doctors in an

emergency room

4. search and rescue team in

the mountains

a. to save the lives of patients

b. to develop computer applications

c. to find and help lost or injured

climbers

d. to compete in and win the soccer

championship

B. Pair work. What makes a team successful? Why are some teams more
successful than others? Can you think of examples of successful teams in
your country? Share ideas with a partner.

C. Preview the reading. Look quickly over the article on pages 23-25 to
complete the Previewing Chart below.

Previewing Chart 

Title of the reading: __________________ _ 

Headings. What headings or 
subtitles appear in the reading? 
(List 1 more.) 

Attivitie.s for a Leaming Team 

I think this reading is probably about 

Key words. {What words appear 
several times? List 3 more.) 

students 

1 complementary skills different abilities that strengthen the team 

n5
e�
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Reading Passage 

Student Learning Teams 
by John N. Gardner and A. Jerome Jewler 
from Your College Experience 

Research has shown that college students can learn as much, or more, 
from peers2 as they do from instructors and textbooks. When students 
work effectively in a supportive group, the experience can be a very 
powerful way to improve academic achievement and satisfaction with 

5 the learning experience. 

Recent interviews with college students at Harvard University revealed 
that nearly every senior who had been part of a study group considered 
this experience crucial to his or her academic progress and success. The 
Hst below describes several important activities that you and your study 

10 group or learning team can collaborate on: 

Activities for a Learning Team 

1. Sharing class notes. Team up with3 other students immediately after
class to share and compare notes. One of your teammates may have
picked up4 something you missed or vice versa.s

15 2. Comparing ideas about assigned readings. After completing 
each week's readings, team up with other students to compare your 
highlighting and margin notes. See if you all agree on what the 
author's major points were and what information in the chapter you 
should study for exams. 

20 3. Doing library research. Studies show that many students are 
unfamiliar with library research and sometimes experience "library 
anxiety:' Forming Library research teams is an effective way to develop 
a social support group for reducing this fear and for locating and 
sharing information. 

25 4. Meeting with the instructor. Having your team visit the instructor 
during office hours to seek additional assistance in preparing for exams 
is an effective team learning strategy for several reasons. If you are shy 
or unassertive, it may be easier to see an instructor in the company of 
other students. Your team visit also sends a message to the instructor 

30 that you are serious about learning. 

2 peers classmates 
3 team up with get together with 
4 picked up understood

5 vice versa just the opposite, i.e., you may have picked up something your teammates missed 
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5. Reviewing test results. After receiving test results, the members
of a learning team can review their individual tests together to help
one another identify the sources of their mistakes and to identify
any "model" answers that received maximum credit. You can use

35 this information to improve your performance on subsequent tests
or assignments.

Not all learning teams, however, are equally effective. Sometimes group
work is unsuccessful or fails to reach its full potential because insufficient 
thought was given to how teams should be formed or how they should 

40 function. The following suggestions are strategies for maximizing the 
power of peer collaboration: 

Strategies for Making a Learning Team Successful 

1. In forming teams, seek peers who will contribute quality and
diversity. Look for fellow students who are motivated: who attend

45 class regularly, are attentive and participate actively while in class, and
complete assignments on time.

Include teammates from both genders as well as students with different
personality characteristics. Such variety will bring different life
experiences and different styles of thinking and learning strategies

so to your team, which can increase both its quality and versatility.

Furthermore, choosing only your friends or classmates who have
similar interests and lifestyles can often result in a learning group that
is more likely to get off track6 and onto topics that have nothing to do
with the learning task.

ss 2. Keep your group size small (three to six classmates). Smaller 
groups allow for more face-to-face interaction and eye contact and less 
opportunity for any one individual to shirk his or her responsibility.7 
Also, it's much easier for small groups to get together outside of class. 

Consider choosing an even number of teammates so you can work in 
60 pairs in case the team decides to divide its work into separate parts for 

different members to work on. 

6 get off track become distracted or lose focus 
7 shirk his or her responsibility not do the work he or she agreed to do 
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3. Hold individual team members accountable forB contributing to
the learning of their teammates. Research on study groups at Harvard
University indicates that they are effective only if each member has

65 done the required course work in advance of the group meeting. One
way to ensure proper preparation is to ask each member to come to
the group meeting prepared with specific information to share with
teammates, as well as with questions on which they would like to
receive help from the team.

70 Another way to ensure that each teammate prepares properly for
the meeting is to have individual members take on different roles
or responsibilities. For example, each member could assume special
responsibility for mastering a particular topic,9 section, or skill to be
taught to the others.

75 This course may be the perfect place for you to form learning teams
and to start putting principles of good teamwork into practice. 10 The 
teamwork skills you build in this course can be applied to your future 
courses, particularly those which you find most difficult. What's more, 
national surveys of employers consistently show that being able to 

80 work effectively in teams is one of the most important and valued skills 
in today's work world. 

Word Count: 798 \ Reading Time: __ _ 
: (Minutes} 

About the Authors 

: Words per Minute: __ _ 
: (Word Count/Reading Time} 

irLanguage.com 

John N. Gardner is a professor of library and information science, and A. Jerome 
Jewler is a professor of journalism and mass communications at the University 
of South Carolina, Columbia. The authors specialize in helping students make 
a successful transition from high school to college. 

8 hold someone accountable for make someone responsible for 
9 mastering a particular topic becoming an expert in a specific subject area

lO putting principles into practice incorporating ideas and words into real-life actions
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After You Read 

Understanding the Text 

A. Comprehension
Read the sentences below and write T (True), F (False), or I (Impossible to
Know) based on the information in the reading.

_ 1. One of the main purposes of the reading is to encourage students to 
form learning teams. 

__ 2. In a recent study, virtually all Harvard University students said that 
joining a study team helped them be more successful. 

__ 3. According to the reading, a team that includes men and women will 
probably be more effective than a team with only men. 

__ 4. To be successful, learning teams need a strong leader. 

__ 5. It's a good idea to form teams of people who have similar interests. 

__ 6. You can infer that a team of five people is better than a team of six. 

B. Vocabulary: Word Forms
Scan the reading on pages 23-25 to find the missing word forms in the
chart below.

Nouns j Verbs j Adjectives

1. support support (paragraph 1) 

2. (paragraph 8) (paragraph 2) collaborative 

3. (paragraph 2) succeed (paragraph 8) 

4. (paragraph 12) interact interactive 

5. specifics specify (paragraph 14) 

6. (paragraph 10) vary various 

C. Consider the Issues
Work with a partner to answer the questions below.

1. The authors describe several learning team activities that can improve your
academic performance. Which team activity would help you most? Which
activity would help you least? Why?

2. The reading provides information on what you should do to form and
maintain an effective study team. Make a list of three to five things you
shouldn't do when putting together and maintaining a learning team.

3. The authors say that teamwork is one of the most valued skills in today's

work world. Do you agree? Why or why not?
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Building Vocabulary 

Learning Collocations 

A collocation is two or more words that are often used together. 
For example, we use the verb shirk most frequently with the nouns 
responsibility, duty, or obligations. We don't use this verb with very many 
other nouns. 

When you are learning new words, it is helpful to learn the words that go 
with them. 

A. Scan the reading on pages 23-25 to complete the collocations below. Write
the missing words on the lines.

adjective + noun I adjective + noun I verb + noun

academic achievement learning exoerien,e: • 
share daM note5 

B. Use collocations from this page to complete the sentences below. More
than one answer may be possible.

1. A new study suggests that school friends may play a major role in
a teenager's _______ _

2. Spending a year at a school in another country is a great ___ _
____ for any student.

3. Children often for doing chores around 
the house.

4. In the movie, the selfish adults seem to for 
their children, who are left to take care of themselves.

5. Many people want to join a ________ to improve their
test scores.

6. There is now a website that allows college students to ___ _
____ with others who miss class.

7. She received a scholarship to university due to her ___ _
____ in school.

8. Notetaking is an effective _______ _
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Reading Skill 
Skimming and Scanning 
Skimming and scanning are techniques for getting different kinds of 
information from a reading passage. We skim a text to get a general idea
about the text. We scan a text to find specific information in a text. 

Purpose: Purpose: 

• to get a general idea about the text I · to find a specific fact
• to find out what the text is about • to find a specific word
• to identify the main ideas in • to answer a specific question

the text
How to do it: 

• Don't read every word Let your
eyes "skim" quickly over the text.

• Read the title and subheadings.
• Read the introduction or first

paragraph.
• Read the first and last sentence

of each paragraph.
• Read the last paragraph.

A. Analyze the Reading Skill

I How to do it: 

I • Think about the likely form of 
the answer to the question. Will 
it be a number, a date, a person's 
name? 

• Ask yourself the question
repeatedly as you move your eyes
quickly over the text.

• Move your eyes quickly over
several lines at a time.

Read each question below. Then decide if you should skim the text or scan the
text for the information. Check ( ./) your answers.

1. Does the article have the information I need?
2. What is the article about?
3. How is the article organized?
4. What does the word concepts mean?
5. What does the author say about asking questions?
6. Who is the audience for this reading?
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8. Apply the Reading Skill
Skim the reading below to answer the appropriate questions from Activity A.
Then scan the reading to answer the remaining questions.

Ii 

I' 

Ir 

I

Getting Ready for the Message 

from Your College Experience 

Listening in class is not like listening to a TV program, listening to a friend, or 
even listening to a speaker at a meeting. The difference, of course, is that what 
is said in class is vital to your success in the class. Knowing how to listen can 
help you get more out of what you hear, understand better what you have 
heard, and save you time in the process. 

Here are eight strategies that will help you be a more effective listener 
in class: 

1. Be ready for the message. Prepare yourself to hear, to listen, and to
receive the message.

2. Listen to the main concepts and central ideas, not just to facts and
figures. Although facts are important, they will be easier to remember when
you place them in a context of concepts, themes, and ideas.

3. Listen for new ideas. Even if you are an expert on the topic, you can still
learn something new. Assuming you have "already heard all this before"
means that your mind will be closed to any new information.

4. Really hear what is said. Hearing "sounds" is not the same as hearing the
intended message. Listening involves hearing what the speaker wants you
to receive, to understand, and to learn.

5. Repeat mentally. Words that you hear can go in one ear and out the other
unless you make an effort to retain them. Think about what you hear and
make an active effort to retain it by repeating it silently to yourself.

6. Think. Decide whether you think what you have heard is important. Reflect
on the new information.

7. Ask questions. If you did not hear or understand what was said, raise your
hand! Now is the time to clarify things. Typically, one student will ask
a question that many students in the room are wondering about.

8. Sort, organize, and categorize. When you listen, try to match what you
are hearing with your previous knowledge. Take an active role in deciding
how you want to recall what you are learning.

C. Evaluate the Reading Skill
Share your answers to the questions in Activity A with a partner. How can
skimming and scanning help you become a more effective reader?
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Discussion Et Writing 

1. Pair Work. What does the proverb below mean to you? How does it relate
to ideas in this chapter?

"When spiders unite, they can tie up a lion:'
-Ethiopian proverb

2. Forming a student learning team is one effective way to improve your
academic performance. What are some other things you can do to be more
successful academically? Add two more ideas to the list below. Then choose
one idea and write a paragraph explaining to your classmates why you think
it is a good way to improve your academic performance.

Ways to improve your academic performance

• take notes in class
• be prepared for every dass
• find a good place to study
•

Example 

• schedule your time carefully
• improve your memory
• study actively
•

One way to improve your atademit performante ifl to be prepared for 
every da66. The beM way to be prepared for a da66 ifl to know a little about 
the topit before the daflfl bt9in5. You tan do thi5 by readin9 ahead in your 
textbook or by doin9 60me re6earth online. for example, if you know that the 
topit of your next hiflfory daflfl ifl going to be the laf>f elec.tion, you tan read 
about the f>Uf?jett before dai>fl. 

3. Form a learning team in this class with a small group of students. Follow
as many of the suggestions in this chapter as possible. After one month,
tell your classmates about the advantages and disadvantages of working
on a learning team.

Words to Remember www.irLanguage.com · 

Mtnl·Dlctlonary Ipage 163 
NOUNS 

anxiety 
experience 
performance 
potential 
responsibility 
satisfaction 
source 
strategy 
success 
variety 
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: VERBS 
consider 
ensure 
function 
reveal 
share 

: ADJECTIVES 
i crucial 
i effective 
j proper 
[ sufficient 





Before You Read 

A. (:onnect with the topic. Do you think these statements about languages
�nd language learning are true or false? Check (J') your ideas.

1. Middle school is the best time to begin learning
a new language.

2. Watching television is a good way for a baby to
learn a language.

3. It is confusing for a child to learn two languages
at the same time.

4. Scientists can't explain how people learn their
first language.

5. All languages have the same number of sounds.

True False 

D D 

D D 

D D 

D 0 

0 0 

B. Pair work. Compare answers with a partner. How many of your answers
are the same?

C. Preview the reading. Skim the article on pages 33-35 to complete the
Previewing Chart below.

Previewing Chart 

1. Title of the reading:-------------------

2. Names of people and places in
the reading. (List 2 more.)

Unive-rMty of Washington's Institute.
for Learning and Brain Sciences

3. Key words. (What words appear
several times? List 5 more.)

research

4. Read the headings and the first sentence in each paragraph. What do
you think the reading is probably about?
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Reading Passage 

Babies Prove Sound Learners 

by Emily Sohn 
from Science News

1 It can be hard to know what newborns want. They 
can't talk, walk, or even point at what they're thinking 
about. Yet babies begin to develop language skills 
long before they begin speaking, according to recent 

s research. And, compared to adults, they develop these 
skills quickly. People have a tough time learning new 
languages as they grow older, but infants have the 
ability to learn any language, even fake1 ones, easily. 

For a long time scientists have struggled to 

\\, 

IO explain how such young children can learn the 
complicated grammatical rules and sounds required 
to communicate in words. Now, researchers are 
getting a better idea of what's happening in the brains 
of society's tiniest language learners. The insights might eventually help 

15 kids with learning disabilities as well as adults who want to learn new 
languages. The work might even help scientists who are trying to design 
computers that can communicate like people do. "The brain of the baby 
is a new frontier:'2 says Patricia Kuhl, co-director of the University of 
Washington's Institute for Learning and Brain Sciences. 

20 The Learning Process 
For decades scientists have debated how the brains of young children 

figure out how to communicate using language. With help from new 
technologies and research strategies, scientists are now finding that babies 
begin life with the ability to learn any language. By interacting with other 

25 people and using their superb listening and watching skills, they quickly 
master the specific languages they hear most often. 

"The [baby] brain is really flexible;' says Rebecca Gomez, an 
experimental psychologist at the University of Arizona, Tucson. Babies 
"can't say much, but they're learning a lot:' Kuhl's research, for example, 

30 suggests that the progression from babbles like "gaga" to actual words 
like "good morning" begins with the ability to tell the difference between 
simple sounds, such as "ga;' "ba;' and "da:· Such studies show that, up to 

I fake not real 

2 a new frontier an unexplored area 
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about six months of age, babies can recognize all the sounds that make up 
all the languages in the world. «Their ability to do that shows that [babies] 

35 are prepared to learn any language:' Kuhl says. "That's why we call them 
'citizens of the world:" 

About 6,000 sounds make up the languages spoken around the globe, 
but not every language uses every sound. For example, while the Swedish 
language distinguishes among 16 vowel sounds, English uses only eight 

40 vowel sounds, and Japanese uses just five. Adults can hear only the sounds 
used in the languages they speak fluently. To a native Japanese speaker, 
for instance, the letters «R

» 

and 'T' sound identical. So, unlike someone 
whose native language is English, a Japanese speaker cannot tell "row" 
from "low" or «rake" from "lake:' 

45 Starting at around six months old, Kuhl says, a baby's brain focuses on 
the most common sounds it hears. Then, children begin responding only 
to the sounds of the language they hear the most. In a similar way, Gomez 
has found, slightly older babies start recognizing the patterns that make 
up the rules of their native language. In English, for example, kids who 

so are about 18 months old start to figure out that words ending in "-ing" or 
"-ed" are usually verbs, and that verbs are action words. 

Language on the Brain 
Scientists are particularly interested in the brains of people who speak 

more than one language fluently because that skill is hard to acquire after 
ss about age seven. In one of Kuhl's studies, for example, native Mandarin 

Chinese speakers spoke Chinese to nine-month-old American babies for 
twelve sessions over four weeks. Each session lasted about 25 minutes. At 
the end of the study, the American babies responded to Mandarin sounds 
just as well as did Chinese babies who had been hearing the language their 

60 entire lives. (English-speaking teenagers and adults would not perform 
nearly as well.) 

If a child regularly hears two languages, her brain forms a different 
pathway for each language. However, once the brain solidifies those 
electrical language pathways by around age seven, it gets harder to form 

65 new ones. By then, a baby's brain has disposed of, 3 or pruned, all the 
unnecessary connections that the infant was born with. So, if you don't 
start studying Spanish or Russian until middle school, you must struggle 
against years of brain development, and progress can be frustrating. 
A twelve-year-old's brain has to work much harder to forge language 

70 connections than an infant's brain does. "We ought to be learning new 
languages between ages zero and seven, when the brain does it naturallY:' 
Kuhl says. 

3 disposed of gotten rid of

34 Chapter 4 I Learning to Speak



Learning from the Baby Brain 
For teenagers and adults who want to learn new languages, baby studies 

75 may offer some useful tips. For one thing, researchers have found that 
it is far better for a language learner to talk with people who speak the 
language than to rely·on educational CDs and DVDs with recorded 
conversations. When infants watched someone speaking a foreign 
language on TV, Kuhl found, they had a completely different experience 

so than they did if they watched the same speaker in real life. With real 
speakers, the babies' brains lit up with electrical activity when they heard 
the sounds they had learned. "The babies were looking at the TV, and they 
seemed mesmerized;'4 Kuhl says. Learning, however, did not happen. 
"There was nothing going on in their brains:· she says. 'i\.bsolutely 

85 nothing." 

Word Count: 883 Reading Time: __ _ 
! (Minutes)

II After You Read

Understanding the Text 

A. Comprehension
For each item below, fill in the correct circle.

Words per Minute: __ _ 
(Word Count/Reading Time) 

1. Scanning for Details Patricia Kuhl calls babies "citizens of the world"
because

® all babies are alike
® we are beginning to learn more about the brains of babies
© babies can hear the sounds of all languages
@ babies can tell the difference between simple sounds and actual words

2. Scanning for Details According to the reading, which of the following
statements is not true about babies?

® They have the ability to learn any language.
® Their brains create a different pathway for each language they hear.
© They learn languages by listening to and watching people.
@ By the time they are nine months old, they can no longer hear the

sounds of all languages. 

4 mesmerized hypnotized; fascinated
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3. Understanding Pronoun References The word they in line 25 refers to _.

@ skills ® languages © people ® babies

4. Using Context The verb figure out in line 22 is closest in meaning to _.

® learn ® forget © explain ® help

5. Using Context The word forge in line 69 is closest in meaning to _.

@ recognize ® study © make @ require

6. Making Inferences It may be concluded that a native English speaker
would have trouble leapling Swedish because _.

@ English has more vowel sounds than Swedish

® he or she wouldn't be able to hear all of the vowel sounds in Swedish

© the vowel sounds in Swedish would all sound the same

® all of the vowel sounds in Swedish would sound unfamiliar

B. Vocabulary: Word Forms

Look back over the reading to find the missing word forms in the chart below.

�o)l.._,:0:-""h» "(· ... \_<::_-· •••• .... \ ,. ··�{�"·�·· ·,·-�� .. ,-:··-.-t······,1·· .... : ... .· ·. �. ... . , . . INoun· :· ·. 
. . . · · : ·v�,�-

. . . 
Adjective 

1. flexibility flex 

2. development developmental 

3. differ 

4. response responsive 

5. grammar

6. experiment experiment 

7. connect connected 

C. Consider the Issues
Work with a partner to answer the questions below.

I. What did you learn about the brains of babies from the article? List 3 facts.

2. In what order do these events happen in the lives of babies? Number them
from 1 to 4.

They start to recognize grammatical patterns in the languages they hear. 

The brain solidifies the language pathways in the brain. 

They can recognize all the sounds in all the languages in the world. 

Their brains start to focus on the most common sounds they hear. 

3. Some parents play foreign language CDs to their young children. Based
on the information in this reading, do you think this is useful?
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Building Vocabulary 

Understanding Connecting Words 

Writers use special words and phrases to connect ideas in a text. For the 
reader, these words are like signposts; they signal the type of information 
that is coming next. In this way, connecting words help the reader to 
follow the writer's ideas. 

Connecttn1 Words 
11 
11Purpose l[ Example 

for example signals that Adults can hear only the 
for instance an example is sounds used in the languages 
like coming next they speak fluently. To a 
such as native Japanese speaker, for 
for one thing instance, the letters "R" and 

"L" sound identical. 
however signals that the They can't talk, walk, or 
yet next sentence even point at what they are 
but contrasts with thinking about. Yet babies 

what came begin to develop language 
before skills long before they begin 

speaking. 
so J signals the result By age seven, a child 

of something has disposed of all the 
mentioned unnecessary connections that 
before it was born with. So, if you 

don't start studying Spanish 
until middle school, it will be 

! harder to learn it.

A. Complete each sentence below with the correct connecting word.
1. The Japanese language has only five vowel sounds, the 

Swedish language has 16. (so I but)
2. Children start to figure out the grammar of a language by the age of

two. , an English-speaking child may understand that verbs 
are action words. (however I for instance) 

3. Babies can hear the sounds of all languages in the world, ___ _
they are prepared to learn any language. (so I for example)

4. When babies were watching someone speaking a foreign language
on TV, they seemed to be listening carefully. , researchers 
found that there was no electrical activity in their brains. 
(for example I however) 
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Reading Sl<ill 
Distinguishing Facts from Opinions 

It's important to distinguish between facts and opinions when you are 
reading. An opinion expresses a persons attitude about something. When 
people give an opinion, they often use words and phrases like these: 

In my opinion 

It's my opinion that 

I think 

I feel 

might 

may 

could 

should 

ought to 

Example: "We ought to be learning new languages between ages zero 
and seven:' 

A fact expresses what can be proven to be true. Writers often use the 
simple present form of verbs to state facts. This signals that the writer 
views the statement as a fact or general truth. 

Example: "If a child regularly hears two languages, her brain forms 
a different pathway for each language:' 

A. Analyze the Reading
Are these sentences facts or opinions? Underline the words that help you
to know.

1. Insights about what is happening in the brains of babies might help kids
with learning disabilities.

2. Such studies show that, up to about six months of age, babies can recognize
all the sounds that make up all the languages in the world.

3. For teenagers and adults who want to learn new languages, baby studies
may offer some useful tips.

4. Researchers have found that it is far better for a language learner to talk
with people who speak the language than to rely on educational CDs and
DVDs with recorded conversations.

5. When infants watched someone speaking a foreign language on TV, Kuhl
found, they had a completely different experience than they did if they
watched the same speaker in real life.
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B. Apply the Reading Skill . irLanguage.com

Read the blog and comments and underline the opinions. Then add your opinion
to the blog. 

Home News Business Sports Entertainment Health Blog A&E/Living 

Robots Are Now Teaching English! 

Get ready. Robots are about to invade our classrooms. From 
Korea to Japan to the United States, schools are putting 

English-speaking robots in front of their students. In Korea, 

robots are the new teaching assistants in a number of preschools 

and kindergartens. The young students say that the robots are 
fun, but are these children really learning anything? 

I don't think a computer will ever be able to do what a teacher 
does. A teacher has to be able to respond to students as 

individuals. Each student is different, and a teacher has to 

change his or her teaching style to fit the needs of the student. 
I seriously doubt that a computer will ever be able to do this. 

4 Comments on "Robots Are Now Teaching English!" 

Sara says: 

In my opinion, schools should spend money training human teachers rather than buying 
robots. Research shows that children learn more from real speakers than from recorded 
conversations. 

Keiko says: 

I don't think you can learn a language without real human interaction. 

Hassan says: 

Robots might be able to help people learn a language, but I don't think they should 
replace teachers. 

Nancy says: 

I think robots might be very helpful in the classroom. A child might be less afraid to make 
a mistake in front of a robot than in front of a real person. 

Add a comment 
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Discussion & Writing 

1. What do you think the future of robots in the classroom is? Do you think
they will become more common? Why or why not? Would you like to learn
a language from a robot?

2. Think about your experience learning English and take notes in the
chart below.

a. When did you start learning
English?

b. What do you remember
about your first experience
studying English?

c. What have you found
helpful in learning English?
What have you found
unhelpful?

3. Write a paragraph describing your experience learning English. Then read
your paragraph to a classmate and talk about the similarities and differences
in your experiences.

Mini-Dictionary Ipage 163 

Example

I started le.aming £nglish when I was ,� ye.ars old. I studied £nglish in 
uhool, and we had an £nglish dass twic.e a week for an hour. Most of the 
time we did exerc.ises from a book, and we didn't speak muc.h £nglish in 
dass. When I was 15, I went to a different sc.hool, and we had £nglish every 
day for an hour and we only spoke £nglish in c.lass. We also re.ad e.asy stories 
in £nglish, and for me, this was a good way to study a foreign language. 

Words to Remember 

NOUNS 

ability 
connection 
pattern 

VERBS 

debate 
distinguish 
focus 
recognize 
rely 

ADJECTIVES 

actual 
complicated 
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Before You Read 

A. (:onnect with the topic. What do you know about the moon? Add four
things to the list below.

• The moon is smaller than the 6arth.

• The craters on the moon were formed when meteorites hit the surface .

• 

• 

• 

• 

B. Pair work. Compare lists with a partner. How many of your ideas are
the same?

C. Preview the reading. Skim the reading on pages 43-45 to complete the
Previewing Chart below.

Previewing Chart www.irLanguage.com 

1. Title of the reading: __________________ _

2. Names of people and places in
the reading. (List 3 more.)

6arth

3. Key words. (What words appear
several times? List 3 more.)

4. Look at the illustration on page 43. Based on this, what do you think
the reading is probably about?

s. Read the first sentence in each paragraph. Now what do you think the
reading is probably about?
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The Man in the Moon Has Company 
by Alan M. Macrobert

from The Boston Globe

Have you ever really looked at the moon? Really looked? You might be 
surprised at how much you can see. 

The moon is the only world beyond the Earth whose landscape is 
laid out for view with the naked eye. 1 If your eyesight is normal ( or well-

s corrected by glasses), you can make out a great many features on the 
moon's face-plains, mountainous regions, and the marks of meteorite 
impacts. The most obvious markings are dark gray patches. These are flat 
plains of lava, 2 but 17th century astronomers using the newly invented 
telescope assumed they were water. They named each spot as if it were 

10 a sea, mare in Latin (pronounced mah-ray). 

The accompanying diagram identifies the largest "seas:' Mare 
Tranquillitatis, the Sea of Tranquility, is famous as the site where 
Neil Armstrong first set foot in 1969. To its upper left is Mare 
Serenitatis, the Sea of Serenity, and Mare Imbrium, the Sea of Rains. 

IS All three are roughly circular, the result oflava's flooding gigantic 
craters left by meteorite impacts when the moon was young. To their 
left is the larger, more formless Oceanus Procellarum, the Ocean of 
Storms, with Mare Humorum (Sea of Moisture) and Mare Numbium 
(Sea of Clouds) below it. The large bright areas are mountainous, 

20 cratered terrain made of lighter colored rock. Tiny bright patches in 
Oceanus Procellarum are splashes of bright-colored rock kicked up 
by the formation of individual craters. 

With a little imagination, the gray seas suggest a face, the familiar man 
in the moon with his lopsided3 smile and weepy eyes. We are born with 

25 a brain that tries to find meaning everywhere, even in the most random, 
meaningless patterns-and human faces are what we are programmed to 
recognize most readily of all. So most people have no trouble seeing the 
man in the moon, with his enigmatic, clownish grin.4

I is laid out for view with the naked eye can be seen without any special equipment
2 lava fluid rock from a volcano
3 lopsided crooked 
4 enigmatic, clownish grin puzzling smile like a down's
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Other cultures have seen other shapes in this celestial Rorschach test. 
30 A surprisingly wide variety of peoples saw a rabbit in the moon. 

According to the Aztecs, the moon was pure white until one of their gods 
flung a rabbit against it. In India, the story goes that a rabbit leaped into a 
fire to sacrifice himself to feed a starving beggar. The beggar turned out to 
be the god Indra in disguise. He put the rabbit on the moon so all could 

35 remember its act of generosity. In ancient China, the rabbit was carried 
there by the moon goddess Heng 0, who was fleeing her angry husband. 
The Chinese also saw a toad in the moon. Others have seen an old man 
carrying sticks, a beetle, and a woman reading a book. 

The ancient Greeks weren't satisfied with this sort of fantasy. Some 
40 wanted to know what the spots actually were. One idea was that they �ere 

reflections of the Earth's continents and seas. But others showed that this 
was not possible. Pluto of Chaeronea, a Romanized Greek who lived from 
about 46 to 120 CE, wrote a book titled On the Face of the Disk of the 
Moon. He reported a wide variety of opinions about the moon and gave 

45 arguments for and against each. He refuted some of those theories, such 
as the one that the markings were illusions in the eye of the beholder. s 
Instead he suggested, rightly, that the light and dark areas are composed 
of different materials. He demonstrated that the moon's phases prove it to 
be a solid, opaque6 sphere with a rough surface lit by sunlight, an object 

so very much like the Earth. Extending this analogy, he declared that the 
moon was covered with mountains and valleys. This very correct idea 
may have been suggested by the small irregularities that can be seen in the 
moon's straight edge near its quarter phases. They are indeed shadows cast 
by lunar mountains. 

5 in the eye of the beholder in the mind of the person looking
6 opaque not allowing light to pass through 
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55 Plutarch recorded some even more remarkable ancient findings. He 
quotes Aristarchus as determining the moon to be between 0.31 and 
0.40 the size of the Earth (dose enough; the true value is 0.27). He cites 
an unidentified philosopher who measured the moon's distance to be, 
in modern units, ab�ut 215,000 miles (the true value averages 240,000). 

60 All this was done with nothing but the naked eye, probably some crude 
sighting tools, and an excellent knowledge of geometry by people who 
had outgrown tales about faces and rabbits. 

Today we're spoiled by technology. People think they can't see anything 
in the sky without a telescope, much less figure out what it is. But a good 

65 eye and brain can go a long way. 

Word Count: 759 : Reading Time: __ _ 
j (Minutes) 

After You Read 

Understanding the Text 

A. Comprehension

For each item below, fill in the correct circle.

Words per Minute: __ _ 
(Word Count/Reading Time) 

1. Finding the Main Idea Which statement best identifies the main idea
of the article?
@ It's important to learn about the moon.
® People from different cultures have imagined different things on the

face of the moon.
© It is possible to learn a lot about the moon without a telescope.
CID The ancient Greeks knew a lot about the moon.

2. Scanning for Details According to the article, the telescope was invented _.
@ by the ancient Greeks
® in the first century
© in the 1600s
CID in the 18th century

3. Scanning for Details Which of these statements is not true about the
Sea of Tranquility?
@ It is where the first person on the moon landed.
® It is filled with water.
© It was formed when a meteorite hit the moon.
@ It is one of the largest "seas" on the moon.
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4. Making Inferences You can infer from the article that Pluto of
Chaeronea

@ was a very rich man

® wasn't interested in the opinions of others

© was an independent thinker

CID had traveled widely

5. Identifying the Author's Purpose The author's purpose in writing this
article was most likely to __ .

® explain the importance of telescopes

® convince people that we don't know much about the moon

© show how people from different cultures see different things

CID encourage people to really look at the moon

8. Vocabulary: Word Forms
Look back over the reading to find the missing word forms in the chart below.

2. assumption
�------.----------�,-..-----�� 

3. identification identifiable 

4. imagine imaginary 

5. generous 

6. fantasize fantastic 

7. reflect reflective 
---

8. irregular 

9. remark remark 

10. excellence excel 

C. Consider the Issues
Work with a partner to answer the questions below.

I. Look again at the title of the article. Why do you think the author chose this
title? How do you think it relates to the information in the article?

2. The author describes the different things that people have seen in the face
of the moon. Why do you think he provides this information? What point
might he be trying to make?

3. The author says that we are spoiled by technology. What do you think he

means? Do you agree or disagree with him? Why?
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Building Vocabulary 

Learning Synonyms 

Synonyms are words that are similar in meaning. For example, the words 
assumed, thought, and believed are synonyms. They don't mean exactly the 
same thing, but they are close in meaning. 

You can expand your vocabulary by keeping lists of synonyms for 
common words. 

Example 

New Word Synonyms 

assumtd thought, believtd 
flat j smooth __.,_ __ 

normal regular, ordinary 

A. Look back through the reading on pages 43-45 to find the synonyms below.

l. In paragraph 2, find a synonym for the word clear.

2. In paragraph 3, find a synonym for the phrase very big.

3. In paragraph 3, find a word that is similar in meaning to single.

4. In paragraph 4, find a synonym for the word easily.

5. In paragraph 5, find a word that is similar in meaning to threw.

6. In paragraph 5, find a synonym for the word jumped.

7. In paragraph 6, find a word that is similar in meaning to correctly.

8. In paragraph 7, find a synonym for the word unusual.

irLanguage.com 
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Reading Sl<ill 

Using Context Clues 

As you learned in Chapter l, you can use context (the surrounding words 
and ideas) to guess the meanings of unfamiliar words. These are some 
common types of context clues that can help you understand new words 
as you read: 

Common Context Clues 

A definition 

An example 

The subject and object of an 

unfamiliar verb 

Contrasting words 

Words in a series 

-

Cause and effect 

A. Analyze the Reading

' 

• Examples

You can see a lot with the naked eye. With normal

eyesight. you can make out many features on the

face of the moon.
-

Plutarch recorded some remarkable ancient

findings, such as the size of the moon and the

moon's distance from Earth.

He suggested that the light and dark areas of the

moon are composed of different materials.

They weren't sure what it was, but they assumed it
was water.

Its rough, mountainous surface led people to see

different things.

His enigmatic smile confused us completely.

-

Read these sentences from the article and use context to guess the meaning
of each boldfaced word. Then look up each word in a dictionary to check
your guess.

1. "If your eyesight is normal (or well-corrected by glasses), you can make out
a great many features on the moon's face-plains, mountainous regions,
and the marks of meteorite impacts:' (Look for examples.)

My guess:------------------------

Dictionary definition:---------------------

2. "We are born with a brain that tries to find meaning everywhere, even in
the most random, meaningless patterns-and human faces are what we are
programmed to recognize most readily of all." (Look for words in a series.)

lvly guess=------------------------�

Dictionary definition:---------------------
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3. "In ancient China, the rabbit was carried there by the moon goddess
Heng 0, who was fleeing her angry husband:' (Look at the subject and
object of a verb.)

My guess:------------------------

Dictionary definition:-------------------

4. "The Chinese also saw a toad in the moon. Others have seen an old man
carrying sticks, a beetle, and a woman reading a book. The ancient Greeks
weren't satisfied with this sort of fantasy:' (Look for examples.)

My guess:------------------------

Dictionary definition:-------------------

5. "He reported a wide variety of opinions about the moon and gave
arguments for and against each. He refuted some of those theories, such as
the one that the markings were illusions in the eye of the beholder. Instead
he suggested, rightly, that the light and dark areas are composed of different
materials:' (Look for contrasting information.)

My guess: _______________________ _

Dictionary definition:-------------------

B. Apply the Reading Skill
Read these sentences about the moon and use context to guess the meaning of
each boldfaced word. Underline the words that helped you to guess.

Interesting Facts About the Moon 

1. We always see the same side of the Moon; the other side is always hidden.

hidden means----------------------

2. When Alan Shepard was on the moon, he drove a golf ball nearly one half a mile.

drove means
---------------------�

3. The footprints of the Apollo astronauts will not erode because there is no wind
or water on the moon. The footprints could stay there for 1 O million years.

erode means _____________________ _

4. Flying once around the moon is equivalent to flying from New York to London
and back.

equWalentmean=...:..;s�--------------------
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Mini-Dictionary 
page 163 

Discussion & Writing 

1. What do these quotations mean to you? How does each one relate to the
ideas in the reading?

"There are three classes of people: those who see, those who see when they
are shown, those who do not see:'

-Leonardo da Vinci, Italian artist and scientist

"What you see and hear depends a good deal on where you are standing." 
-C.S. Lewis, British writer

"We don't see things as they are, we see them as we are:' 
-Ana'is Nin, French writer

2. Look at each of the pictures below and describe what you see. (There is no
right or wrong answer.) Then compare descriptions with a partner. What
do you think your descriptions say about you and your partner?

1 

Words to Remember 

NOUNS 

argument 
diagram 
feature 
imagination 
landscape 
region 
theory 

2 

VERBS 

assume 
determine 
identify 
program 
satisfy· 
spoil 

3 

irLanguage.com 

ADJECTIVES 

bright 
familiar 
normal 
obvious 
remarkable 
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Before You Read 

A. Connect with the topic. Which of these sentences describe your lifestyle?
Check ( .!) them. Then compare answers with a partner.

D I'm always busy.

D I'm time-oriented. (I'm always checking the time.)

D I spend a lot of time talking to my friends.

D I enjoy sitting around and doing nothing.

D I enjoy eating a good meal.

D School is an important part of my life.

D I have a relaxed lifestyle.

B. Pair work. "Culture shoc;k" is a popular term used to talk about how
people react when they are in a foreign country. What do you think it
means? Talk about some possible definitions.

C. Preview the reading. Skim the reading on pages 53-55 to complete the
Previewing Chart below.

Previewing Chart 

1. Title of the reading: ________________ _

2. Names of places in the reading.
(List 3 more.)

Melbourne

3. Key words. (What words appear
several times? List 3 more.)

student·

4. Read the first sentence in each paragraph. What do you think the
reading is probably about?
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�eading Passage 

Culture Shock 

by Bob Wejnstein

from The Boston Globe

Saying Tamara Blackmore experienced culture shock when she 
arrived here last September is an understatement. It was more like culture 
trauma 1 for this adventurous student who left Melbourne's Monash 
University to spend her junior year at Boston College (BC). Blackmore, 

5 20, was joined at BC by 50 other exchange students from around the 
world. Like the thousands of exchange students who enroll in American 
colleges each year, Blackmore discovered firsthand2 there is a sea of 
difference3 between reading about and experiencing America firsthand. 
She felt the difference as soon as she stepped off the plane. 

10 As soon as she landed in Boston, Blackmore could feel the 
tension in the air. She was about to taste a lifestyle4 far more hectic 
than the one she left. "Driving in Boston is crazy;' says Blackmore. 
"It took me a while to get used to the roads and the driving style 
here. I was always afraid someone was going to hit me. It was 

15 particularly tricky since the steering wheel was on the wrong side 
of the car. In Australia, it's on the right side:' 

Beyond the cars and traffic jams, Blackmore said it took a while 
to get used to so many people in one place, all of whom seemed 
like they were moving at warp speed.5 "There are only 18 million 

20 people in Australia spread out over an entire country;' she says, 
"compared to more than six million people in the state of Massachusetts 
alone. We don't have the kind of congestion you have in Boston. There is 
a whole different perception of space." 

The pressing problem for Blackmore was making a quick adjustment 
25 to the American lifestyle that felt like it was run by a stopwatch. For 

this easygoing Australian, Americans seemed like perpetual-motion 
machines.6 'i\rnericans are very time-oriented;' Blackmore says. 

I culture trauma extreme form of"culture shock"
2 discovered firsthand learned by directly seeing or experiencing
3 sea of difference very big difference
4 taste a lifestyle experience a way of life
5 moving at warp speed traveling very, very quickly
6 perpetual-motion machines machines that never stop moving
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"Everything is done according to a schedule. They're always busy, which 
made me feel guilty about wanting to just sit around and occasionally 

30 watch television. Australians, on the other hand, value their leisure time. 
The pace there is a lot slower because we don't feel the need to always be 
busy. It's not that Australians are lazy, it's just that they have a different 
concept of how time should be spent. Back home, I used to spend a lot 
more time just talking to my friends." 

35 It didn't take long for Blackmore to adjust to American rhythms. 7 "I felt 
the pressure to work harder and do more because everyone was running 
around doing so much; she says. When BC students weren't huddled 
over books, Blackmore found it odd that they were compulsively jogging, 
running, biking, or doing aerobics in order to be thin. "Compared to 

40 home, the girls here are very skinny;' she says. "Before I got here, I heard a 
lot of stories about the pressure to be thin and that many young American 
women have eating disorders. I' ll go out with a friend and just tuck into 
a good meal8 and have a good time, whereas an American girl would just 
pick at her food:'9 

45 But it's BC's laid-backlO and friendly learning environment that sets 
it apart from her Melbourne college experience. "Generally speaking, 
learning facilities are a lot better in Boston;' she says. "In Australia, 
students and teachers have little contact outside the classroom. It's a 
formal and depersonalized relationship. College is a place you go for 

50 a few hours every day and then go home. Your social life and school life 
are separate:' 

It's just the opposite at BC, according to Blackmore. "BC students and 
faculty are like one big happy family;' she says. "There is a real sense of 
team spirit. It's like were all in this together. Going to school here is a 

55 lifestyle, whereas at home we're just a number. We attend school to get 
a degree so we can graduate, get a job, and get on with our lives."11

Another pleasant shocker 12 was the close and open relationships 
American students enjoy with their teachers. It's a sharp contrast to 
Australia, where college students keep a discreet but respectful distance 

60 from their teachers. "I was surprised when I learned students go out 
to dinner with their lecturers;' she says. "We just don't do that back 
home. Professors deal with hundreds of students, and you're lucky if 
they remember your name:' 

7 adjust to American rhythms get used to American lifestyles 
8 tuck into a good meal enjoy a meal (Australian expression) 
9 pick at her food eat only a small amount of food on her plate 

10 laid-back relaxed 
11 get on with our lives move ahead in our lives
12 shocker surprise
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When Blackmore returns to Australia at the end of the school year, 
65 she'll have plenty of memories, most of them good ones. BC, like most 

American colleges, has gone out of its way to create a memorable 
experience for Blackmore and its other exchange students. 

Word Count: 764 : Reading Time: __ _ : Words per Minute: __ _ 

: (Minutes) \ (Word Count/Reading Time) 

About the Author 

Bob Weinstein is a New York journalist who writes Tech Watch, a weekly 
syndicated column. He wrote this article for The Boston Globe, a major daily 
newspaper in Boston, Massachusetts, in the United States. 

� , After You Read
Understanding the Text 

A. Comprehension
For each item below, fill in the correct circle.

1. Scanning for Details Which of these statements is not true according to
Tamara Blackmore?

@ Boston is very crowded.

® Americans are always in a hurry.

© Americans spend a lot of time talking to friends.

® There are a lot of traffic jams in Boston.

2. Identifying Pronoun References The word they in line 19 refers to _.

@ cars

® traffic jams
© people

® places

3. Using Context The word congestion in line 22 is closest in meaning to _.

® problems

® entertainment
© overcrowding

® relationships
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4. Scanning for Details According to Blackmore, in Australia __ .

® students and teachers sometimes become friends
@ professors usually know their students' names
© universities are better
® there is a clear separation between academic and social lives

5. Making Inferences Blackmore would probably agree that _.

® Americans are better drivers than Australians
@ Americans think it's important to keep busy
© Americans are more laid-back than Australians
® American women eat more than Australian women

6. Identifying the Author's Purpose The purpose of the reading is to __ .

® demonstrate that Americans study hard and exercise a lot
@ point out some ways in which foreigners experience culture shock in

the United States 
© argue that everyone should spend a year as a foreign exchange student 
® compare schools in the United States and Australia 

8. Consider the Issues

Work with a partner to answer the questions below.

1. What did you learn about life in the United States and Australia? Complete
the chart below with information from the reading on pages 53-55.

Topics I in the United States I in Australia

driving and traffic There are lots of trafji'c There aren't a lot of traffic 
jams. jams. 
The steering wheel is on the 
left side of the cars. 

The steering wheel is on the 
right side of the cars. 

the pace of life 

free time activities 

university culture 

2. Blackmore noticed many cultural differences between Australia and the
United States. Which differences do you think were easy for her to get used to?
Which do you think were difficult? Why?

3. From what Blackmore says, do you think that university life in your country
is more similar to university life in Australia or the United States? Why?
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Building Vocabulary 

Learning Collocations 

When you are learning a new word, it is helpful to learn the words that are 
commonly used with it. For example, the verb have and the adjective close

are frequently used with the noun relationship as in the sentence below. 

• American students often have a close relationship with their teachers.

A. Scan the reading on pages 53-55 to write the missing adjectives in the
spaces below.

I. a pressing problem (paragraph 4)

2. make a adjustment (paragraph 4) 

3. a learning environment (paragraph 6) 

4. have contact (paragraph 6) 

5. a relationship (paragraph 6) 

6. enjoy a relationship with (paragraph 8) 

7. a contrast to (paragraph 8) 

8. keep a distance from (paragraph 8) 

9. a experience (paragraph 9) 

B. Complete the questions with an adjective from the chart above. (More than
one adjective may be possible.) Then take turns asking and answering the
questions with a partner.

I. With whom do you have a relationship? 

2. Does your school have a learning environment? 

3. Do students in your school have contact with their teachers 
outside of class?

4. Do you think students should keep a distance from their 
teachers?

5. What is your most ____ experience of last year?
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Reading Sl<ill 

Finding the Topic and Main Idea irLanguage.com 

The topic of a piece of writing is its subject-what the writing is about. 

The main idea of a piece of writing is the writer's message about the topic. 
The main idea is sometimes, but not always, stated directly in the text. 
Often you must infer the main idea from several sentences. 

When you need to identify the main idea of a paragraph, it often helps to 
first identify the topic and then ask yourself what the writer's message is. 

Example 
In the article on pages 53-55, the topic of paragraph 2 is "driving in 
Boston:' The main idea of the paragraph is that "driving in Boston is 
different from driving in Australia:' 

----------------------

A. Analyze the Reading
Look back at the reading on pages 53-55 to complete the chart below.

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 

driving in Boston 

I observations about space 
I 

I 
adjusting to the American lifestyle 

Driving in Bo5fon is different 
from driving in Australia. 

58 Chapter 6 I Culture Shock



B. Apply the Reading Skill
Read each paragraph below and identify the topic and main idea.

As an exchange student in the United States, I spent several months at an 
American high school. American schools are very different from schools 
in Turkey. I was surprised to find that students were always asking their 
teachers questions and expressing their opinions about things. They were very 
talkative and seemed to enjoy discussing their ideas with each other in class. 
Additionally, they often got together in groups after class to compare class 
notes. I was also surprised to find that high school students could choose some 
of their classes. In Turkey, students may choose a "track," or a program such as 
math, science, social sciences, or language, but they don't choose their classes. 
Finally, the students at my American school wore regular clothes. This was a 
big change for me because students in my country wear school uniforms. 

Topic: high schools in Turkey and the Unjted States 

Main Idea:�-----------------------

For someone from Tokyo, Japan, it takes time to adjust to living in New 
York City. Even though Tokyo is an expensive city, I was surprised to see how 
much everything costs in New York. It is difficult for a student to find an 
inexpensive place to live, and the food in grocery stores is expensive too. A 
major difference I noticed between Tokyo and New York is the diversity. In 
New York, you see people from every background and culture, and you hear 
languages from all over the world. It's impossible to feel like an outsider in 
New York because everyone is different. 

Topic:�--------�------�---�---� 

Main Idea: _______________________ _ 
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Mini-Dictionary 
page 163 

Discussion & Writing 

I. Based on Tamara Blackrnore's comments in the reading, would you rather
study for a year in Australia or the United States? Why?

2. Have you ever experienced culture shock? Describe your experience.
Which country were you in? How long were you there? What are your
most positive and negative memories of the experience?

3. Imagine that Tamara Blackmore is coming to your country to study for a
year. What information and advice can you give her? What can you tell her
about the food, the students, the professors, and other aspects of university
life in your country? Write an e-mail message to her with your expert advice.

�'� l\,J . ,_,_ 
12] 

'--' � .� - -,
From: Kaseem Bahar 

To: tblackmore@knoll.net 

Subject: Study Abroad 

Hi, Tamara, 

I hear that you are coming to my country for a year and that you would 

like some information about universities here. I think you will be surprised ... 

4. Think of a country where you would like to study or work for a year.
What would you do to prepare for living in this country? Make a list of
five questions you have about life in this country and then research the
answers to these questions.

� 

ti 
IY 

Words to Remember www.irLanguage.com 

NOUNS 

concept 
contact 
environment 
pace 
pressure 
relationship 
space 
spirit 
style 
tension 

VERBS 

adjust 
deal with 

discover 
value 

ADJECTIVES 

entire 
formal 
odd 
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Before You Read 

A. Connect with the topic. Think about one of your favorite places
somewhere you love to go-and answer the questions below.

1. Where is this place?

2. How often do you go there?

3. What do you do there?

--

4. Why is this one of your
favorite places?

B. Pair work. Tell your partner about the place you described in Activity A. 
Listen to your partner's description of their favorite place and ask three 
questions to get more information. 

C. Preview the reading. Skim the reading on pages 63-64 to complete the
Previewing Chart below.

Previewing Chart 

1. Title of the reading: ________________ _

2. Names of people and places in
the reading. (List S more.)

4ru(f qf Me;xita

3. Key words. (What words appear
several times? List s more.)

parent,

4. Read the first sentence in each paragraph. What do you think the
reading is probably about?
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Reading Passage 

Private Lives 

by Diane Daniel

from the St. Petersburg Times 

Life seems a little less Jragile1 when you can depend on a special place to 
always be there for you. 

There is a tiny slice of the Gulf of Mexico that belongs to me. 
Looking across the water, or down the shoreline, I see the past 

s 20 years play over and over,2 like an old Super 8 movie. 

I'm 16, writing poetry while sitting on a bench at sunset. I'm 
floating atop the salty sea on my yellow raft. I'm sitting at the water 's 
edge, gathering a rainbow of shells. I'm in college, burgundy hair 
glistening.3 I'm a working woman, thinking about my career, paying 

10 the bills. I'm heavy, I'm thin. My hair is long, short, long again. I'm 
happy, sad. Growing older, growing up. 

My parents and I moved from North Carolina to St. Petersburg, 
Florida, when I was just about to start my senior year of high school. 
It was a difficult time to be uprooted; I had lived in North Carolina 

ts all my life. But I loved the water, so Florida seemed an okay place to 
live. I can't remember how I first chose my special beach at the end of 
Eighth Avenue. But once I chose my spot, I never switched beaches. 

Almost daily, I swam and sunned there. I watched the sun set. I thought 
about life. On weekend nights in college, I hung out4 at the beach with 

20 friends, playing music or just listening to the waves. My bedroom at my 
parents' house holds no memories for me. My memories of Florida are all 
a mile away, at Eighth Avenue beach. 

I live in Boston now and visit my parents in Florida twice a year. 
Whenever I visit, I spend many hours at my beach, usually under a hot 

25 sun, but sometimes at night, when the sand is cool and the sea seems to 
offer answers it won't share during the day. I go to my beach not only to 
relax and think, but also to feed off the sea. 5 The waves are gentle, the 
water soothing. But more important to me is the sea's permanence and 
sheer force. 6 I want to be strong like that. 

I fragile ea,Uy hurt or broktn 
2 play over and over repeat thenuelve• many times 
3 burgundy hair glhunlng red hair 1hining 
4 hung out relaxed 
5 feed off the ,ea get enersy and lntpiration from the ocean 

6 ,bur foru great strength 
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30 During one visit to Florida last year, I was sad about the end of a 
relationship, and I knew that my sadness would worry my parents. I had 
to stop at Eighth Avenue before I could see them. After flying in from 
Boston, I drove straight to the beach. It was late afternoon in May, and the 
sun had softened. When I reached the beach, I parked at the end of Eighth 

35 Avenue and slowly walked barefoot to the water. I tasted the Gulf, and 
with it, some hope. 

I have taken a few friends to my sanctuary,? but it's not a place I share 
with many. Five years ago I brought Jack, a former boyfriend, and I'm 
glad I did. Now when I look down the shore or across the water, he is 

40 there, too, laughing at the pelicans as they dive for food, holding me 
while we watch the sunset from the edge of the water. 

Jack will always be there. So will my friend JoEllen, who came to Eighth 
Avenue with me a couple of years ago. We walked and walked until the sun 
and sand had exhausted us. Sometimes I talk my mother intoB going to 

45 watch the sunset, and we sit on the bench, appreciating our time together. 

Last year, I had planned to take Tom to Eighth Avenue. He was going 
to be the most important visitor of all, the person I thought I would spend 
the rest of my life with. A few days before we were supposed to leave, he 
changed his mind, about the trip to Florida and about us. I'm glad he 

50 never saw my beach. 

As long as my parents are alive, I will go to Eighth Avenue. It has 
occurred to me that I will probably mourn their deaths there, listening to 
the waves and watching the gulls. I wonder how often I will see my beach 
after my parents are gone. I'm sure I will go there from time to time, maybe 

55 even stay in one of the cottages nearby that I've passed so often. But it 
doesn't matter. My tiny slice of the Gulf of Mexico is always within reach. 

Word Count 706 : Reading Time: __ _ 
( (Minutes) 

About the Author 

: Words per Minute: __ _ 
( (Word Count/Reading Time) 

Diane Daniel (1957-) is a freelance writer. She was married near Eighth Avenue 
at Indian Rocks Beach in 2004, a decade after this essay was written. 

7 sanctuary safe, protected place
8 talk my mother into convince my mother to 
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After You Read irLanguage.com

Understanding the Text 

A. Comprehension
For each item below, fill in the correct circle.

I. Finding the Main Idea The main idea of this reading is:

@ You should only bring a few close friends to your special place.

® The Eighth Avenue beach has played an important role in the author's
life for the past 20 years. 

© You need to be alone to solve your problems. 

@ When you end a significant relationship, it's a good idea to spend time 
alone at your special place. 

2. Scanning for Details The author chose her special beach when she_,
and she never changed beaches after that.

® started high school

® moved to North Carolina

© was in college

@ moved to Florida

3. Scanning for Details The author has already done all of the following at
the Eighth Avenue beach except:

® play music and write poetry

® watch the sunset with a boyfriend

© mourn the death of a family member

@ take long walks and collect shells

4. Making Inferences In line 42, the sentence, "Jack will always be there;' means:

® Jack lives near the Eighth Avenue beach.

® Jack accompanies the author to her special beach every time she goes.

© When the author visits her beach, she remembers the time she spent
there with Jack. 

@ Visiting the Eighth Avenue beach was the highlight of the author's 
relationship with Jack. 

5. Making Inferences All of the following statements are probably true about
the author except:

® She has positive feelings about Jack.

® She has always liked the ocean.

© She and Tom had talked about getting married.

CID She has always been slim.
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6. Understanding Tone The overall tone of this reading is:

@ personal and narrative

® serious and informative

© sad and depressing

® light and romantic

B. Vocabulary: Using Context
In the sentences below, use context to guess the general meanings of the
italicized words. Then underline the word(s) that helped you to guess the
meanings.

I. I'm floating atop the salty sea on my yellow raft.

@ a bathing suit

@ a type of fish

© a type of boat

2. I go to the beach not only to relax and think, but also to feed off the sea.
The waves are gentle, the water soothing.

@ calming

® dangerous

© frightening

3. Now when I look down the shore or across the water, Jack is there, too,
laughing at the pelicans as they dive for food.

@ a type of bird

® a type of boat

© a type of tree

4. As long as my parents are alive, I will go to Eighth Avenue. It has occurred
to me that I will probably mourn their deaths there, listening to the waves
and watching the gulls.

@ feel sad about

@ feel happy about

© stop thinking about

C. Consider the Issues
Work with a partner to answer the questions below.

I. Why do·es the author keep going back to the beach?

2. What qualities of the sea are important for the author? Why?

3. Why do you think the author is glad that Tom never saw her beach?
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Building Vocabulary 

Learning Noun Suffixes 

It is possible to change many verbs and adjectives into nouns by adding 
a suffix. For example, you can add. the suffix -ence to the verb depend to 
form the noun dependence. The most common noun suffix in academic 
English is -tion or -ion, as in the word education (from the verb educate).

You can also change the meaning of some nouns by adding a suffix. For 
example, if you add the suffix -ship to the noun relation you get the noun 
relationship. 

You can expand your vocabulary quickly by learning common noun 
suffixes. 

A. Write the noun forms of the words below. Then think of another noun for
each suffix.

Verb+ -ence = Noun f Verb + -ment = N�un f Verb + -ation = Noun 

occur oaurrence pay relax 

difference 

Verb + -tion I -ion = J Adjective + ness = J Adjectiv� + -once=

Noun Noun Noun 

exhaust sad important ___ _ 

appreciate ___ _ I gentle

B. Use the noun form of the boldfaced verb or adjective in the first sentence
to complete the second sentence.
1. If you appreciate the things your parents do for you, you should show it.

You should show for the things your parents do for you.

2. You should avoid getting exhausted in hot weather. It can be dangerous.
Heat can be dangerous and should be avoided.

3. Heavy storms occur frequently here in the summer.
Heavy storms are a common ____ here in the summer.

4. You can pay your bill online.
____ of your bill can be made online.

5. If you think you don't need time to relax, you are wrong.

It's important to have time for ___ _
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Reading Sl<ill 

Identifying Supporting Ideas 

Writers usually focus on one or two main ideas in a piece of writing. They 
then support their main ideas with examples and details. These supporting 
ideas help the reader understand and appreciate the writer's main ideas. 

A. Analyze the Reading
Look back at the reading on pages 63-64 and find two more details that
support the main idea given below.

The Eighth Avenue beach has played an important role in the author's life for the past 

20 years. 

1. The author took special people in her life to the beach.

2. 

3. 

B. Analyze the Reading
Look back at the reading in Chapter 3, "Student Learning Teams" (pages 23-
25), and find at least three details that support the main idea given below.

Forming a learning team can improve your academic performance. 

1. 

2. 

3. 
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C. Apply the Reading Skill
Read the paragraph below and complete the chart. Write the main idea of the
paragraph and three supporting ideas.

Korea is surrounded by ocean on three sides, so it has plenty of wonderful 
beaches. The best beach, however, is Jungmun Beach on Jeju Island. One thing 
that distinguishes this beach is the surfing. There are some good waves here, 
especially between August and October. The strong current along this beach 
makes it a great place for those who enjoy windsurfing. Another special thing 
about this beach is its unique sand; it is a mixture of colors-black, white, and 
red. Jungmun Beach also has many subtropical trees and plants right next to 
the beach. When you're there, you really feel that you are in an exotic spot. If 
you get tired of the water, there are also some interesting sights to visit very 
close to the beach. You can easily get to a nearby waterfall, a small cave, and 
a hidden cove. If this isn't enough to convince you that Jungmun Beach is the 
best beach in Korea, consider that Korea's largest triathlon starts here every 
summer and that many movies and commercials have been filmed at this 
scenic spot. 

1. 

2. 

3. 
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Discussion & Writing 

1. Complete the chart below with more information about the beach in the
reading on pages 63-64. Next, think of a place that is special to you. Add
information about this place to the chart below.

Place I Things you can I Things you I Things you can 
do there can see hear and imell 

the 6ighth Avenue write poetry water the sound of 
beach swim waves 

sunbathe 

2. Use the information in the chart above to write a paragraph describing your
special place for your classmates and teacher to read. Explain how and why
this place is special to you.

Mini·Dlctlonary I 
page 163 

Example

There is a beautiful art museum on the south side of my e,ity. It is unlike 
any other art museum I know buause it was one,e a very wealthy person's 
house. In the center of the house there is a large garden Ju[[ of unusual 
flowers. It's very quiet there; the only thing you hear is the sound of birds. 
But when you get tired of the garden, you can dimb the stairs to one of the 
large rooms fiff ed with works of art. On a day when I feel stressed or upset, 
this museum is a perfee,t place to relax and be inspired by beautiful things. 

Words to Remember 

NOUNS 

edge 
force 
memory 
sadness 

VERBS 

appreciate 
depend on 
float 
gather 
occur 
reach 
switch 

ADJECTIVES 

gentle 

70 Chapter 7 I Private Lives





Before You Read 

A. Connect with the topic. The reading on pages 73-7 4 is about a
"computer whiz" -someone who is very good with computers. What
does it take to be good with computers? Check (.I) the ideas below.
Then add two more ideas to the list.

D patience D good verbal skills 

D a good memory D good social skills 

D creativity D intelligence 

D interest in tedmical subjects D a sense of humor 

D D 

B. Pair work. Choose the three ideas from Activity A that you and your
partner think are the most important characteristics of a computer whiz.

C. Preview the reading. Move your eyes quickly over the reading on
pages 73-74 to complete the Previewing Chart below.

Previewing Chart 

1. Title of the reading: __________________ _

2. Names of people and places in 
the reading. (List 3 more.} 

Suleyman 4,oKyigit 

3, Key words. (What words appear 
several times? List 3 more.} 

com outer• 

4. Read the first paragraph. What would you like to find out about
Mr. Gokyigit? (Write 3 more questions.}

How does he use a wmouter?• 
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Reading Passage 

A Young Blind Whiz on Computers 
by Tom Petzinger 
from The Wall Street Journal

Sometimes, a perceived disability1 turns out to be an asset on the 
job. Though he is only 18 years old and blind, Suleyman Gokyigit 
(pronounced gok-yi-it) is among the top computer technicians and 
programmers at InteliData Technologies Corp., a large software company 

s with several offices across the United States. 

"After a merger2 last October, two disparate computer networks3

were driving us crazy;' recalls Douglas Braun, an lnteliData vice 
president. "We couldn't even send e-mail to each other:' In three weeks, 
Mr. Gokyigit, a University of Toledo sophomore who works part-time 

10 at lnteliData's office in the city, created the software needed to integrate 
the two networks. "None of the company's 350 other employees could 
have done the job in three months;' says Mr. Braun. "Suleyman can 
literally 'see' into the heart of the computer:' 

Mr. Gokyigit's gift, as Mr. Braun calls it, is an unusual ability to 
15 conceptualize4 the innards ofS a machine. "The computer permits me 

to reach out into the world and do almost anything I want to do;' says 
Mr. Gokyigit, who is a computer science engineering major with straight As. 

Like most blind people who work with computers, Mr. Gokyigit uses 
a voice-synthesizer that reads the video display on his monitor in a 

20 mechanical voice. Devices that produce Braille screen displays are also 
available, but Mr. Gokyigit says they "waste time." Inste3:d, he depends 
on memory. Turning the synthesizer to top speed, he remembers almost 
everything he hears, at least until a project is completed. While the 
synthesizer talks, Mr. Gokyigit mentally "maps" the computer screen 

25 with numbered coordinates (such as three across, two down) and 
memorizes the location of each icon on the grid6 so he can call up files 
with his mouse. 

I a perceived disability something you think of as a negative thing
2 merger a combining of two or more companies into one
3 two disparate computer networks two groups of computers that can't communicate with each other
4 conceptualize form an idea of 
S the innards of the inside of 

6 grid a pattern of evenly spaced vertical and horiwntal lines 
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The young programmer is also at home with· hardware, thanks partly to 
a highly developed sense of touch. Mitzi Nowakowski, an office manager 

30 
at InteliData, recalls how he easily disconnected and reconnected their 
computer systems during a move last year. "Through feel, Suleyman can 
locate connectors, pins, and wires much faster than most other people 
with sight;' she says. 

Mr. Gokyigit was born in Turkey, where at age two he developed 
35 an eye condition that left him blind. His parents brought him to the 

Mayo Clinic in the U.S., but nothing could be done. "His doctors kept 
emphasizing, 'Never shelter him or pity him:" recalls his father, Hasan. 
Today, Mr. Gokyigit's co-workers call him "Suleyman the Magnificent:' 
after the 16th century Turkish sultan who greatly expanded the 

40 Ottoman Empire. 

Several months ago, on a trip to San Francisco, Mr. Braun had difficulty 
accessing the company's mainframe using his laptop. He needed specific 
numbers to get into four InteliData files. Instead of asking someone to 
manually search a thick logbook7 of computer addresses, he called Mr. 

45 Gokyigit, who had committed the logbook to memory and produced the 
proper numbers "in ten seconds;' Mr. Braun says. 

Much of the student programmer's speed comes from his ability to 
block out8 distractions while at the computer. When typing, he listens
intently to the synthesizer. His long, thin fingers fly over the keyboard. 

so "Nothing seems to shake his concentration;' says Ms. Nowakowski, his 
immediate boss. 9 

Mr. Gokyigit is the only company employee on cau 10 24 hours a day. 
"We consider him our top troubleshooter;'11 says Mr. Braun. 

Word Count: 549 : Reading Time: __ _ : Words per Minute: __ _ 

(Minutes) (Word Count/Reading Time) 

About the Author 

Tom Petzinger has worked for The Wall Street Journal as a columnist, editor, 
and reporter for over 20 years. The Wall Street Journal is a leading business 
publication in the United States. It includes stock quotes, national and 
international business news and trends, and features articles such as this 
one on interesting people in the world of business. 

7 logbo�k written record of information 
8 block out ignore
9 his immediate boss the person he reports directly to 

10 on call available to go to work 
I I troubleshooter problem solver 
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After You Read 

Understanding the Text 

A. Comprehension
For each item below, fill in the correct circle.

1. Finding the Main Idea The main idea of this reading is:

@ Suleyman Gokyigit is a very talented computer programmer.

@ Mr. Gokyigit has the unusual ability to visualize the insides of a computer.

© People have different strengths and abilities.

® Something you think is a disability might actually be helpful in your job.

2. Scanning for Details According to paragraph 4, which of the following
statements is true about Mr. Gokyigit?

@ He doesn't use a voice-synthesizer because he thinks it's a waste of time.

® He uses a Braille screen device to find information on the computer screen.

© He uses a voice synthesizer that reads aloud the information on the screen.

® He uses his memory instead of a voice-synthesizer.

3. Scanning for Details The author's description of Mr. Gokyigit does not
mention which of the following?

@ He was not born in the United States.

® He earns $25,000 annually.

© He is a student at the University of Toledo.

® He is on call 24 hours a day.

4. Making Inferences In line 17, the article mentions that SuJeyman Gokyigit
is a straight-A student in computer science engineering. What can you
infer from this?

® He has a talent for computers.

® He has a lot of money.

© He has always gotten good grades.

® He doesn't need to study very much.

5. Making Inferences In line 45, the article mentions that Mr. Gokyigit
learned all of the computer addresses in the company's thick logbook.
What can you infer from this?

@ He wrote the logbook.

® It's easy for anyone to learn the logbook.

© He has a good memory.

® He learned the computer addresses quickly.
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B. Vocabulary: Using Context
Use context clues to guess the meanings of the words below.

1. The word integrate in line 10 is closest in meaning to _.

@ separate
Cl) bring together
© make interesting
@ interpret

2. The word voice-synthesizer in line 19 describes_.

@ a mechanical reader
® a type of Braille
© a computer monitor

CID a video display

3. The phrase at home with in line 28 is similar in meaning to_. 

@ not working with

® nervous about
© unfamiliar with
CID comfortable with

4. In line 42, the word accessing is closest in meaning to _.

@ fixing
@ getting into
© learning about

® understanding

C. Consider the Issues
Work with a partner to answer the questions below.

1. What are Suleyman Gokyigit's talents and abilities?

2. What can he do better than those with sight?

3. In addition to computer programming, what jobs do you think he would
be good at? Why?

4. Choose three adjectives to describe Suleyman Gokyigit. Then tell the class
why you chose each word.

1. 

2. 

3. 

.. 
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Building Vocabulary 

Understanding Compound Nouns 

Compound nouns are two or more words that function together as one 
word or concept. Most compound nouns are made up of a noun + noun

or an adjective + noun. 

Examples: computer technician video display software 

The first word in a compound noun usually identifies a specific type of the 
second noun. For example, in the compound noun "computer technician:' 
the word computer identifies the type of technician. In the compound 
noun "video display;' the word video identifies the type of display. 

Most compound nouns are written either as two separate words (computer 
whiz) or as a single word (hardware). A few compound nouns have a 
hyphen ( voice-synthesizer). 

A. Find a compound noun in the article on pages 73-74 to complete each
sentence below.

1. Because Suleyman is so skilled at locating problems and solving them,
he is respected as the company 's top ___ _

2. Suleyman's major at the University of Toledo is _______ _
engineering.

3. Suleyman is considered among the best and 
programmers at his company.

4. Although Braille are available, Suleyman 
prefers to use a voice-synthesizer.

B. Create a compound noun using two nouns from the box below to
complete each sentence. The compound noun might be one word,
two words, or hyphenated.

office 

work 

synthesizer 

book 

programmers computer 

top manager 

voice 

net 

lap 

log 

I. Many computers connected to each other are called a computer ___ _

2. A reads a video display in a mechanical voice. 

3. New software is created each day by _______ _

4. A is a thin portable computer. 

5. Companies often keep computer addresses in a ___ _

6. An is responsible for the office building and 
supplies.
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Reading Sl<ill 

Identifying Pronoun References 

In writing, it would be very repetitious to use the same noun phrase over 
and over again, as in Example 1 below. For this reason, writers often replace 
a noun or noun phrase with a pronoun, as in Example 2. When you are 
reading, it is important to know who or what each pronoun refers to. 

Example I: Devices that produce Braille screen displays are also available, 
but Mr. Gokyigit says devices that produce Braille screen displays waste 
time. Instead, Mr. Gokyigit depends on memory. 
Example 2: Devices that produce Braille screen displays are also available, 
but Mr. Gokyigit says they waste time. Instead, he depends on memory. 

A. Analyze the Reading
In the sentences from the reading below, identify the word or words that 
the boldfaced pronouns are referencing. 

1. Sometimes, a perceived disability turns out to be an asset on the job.
Though he is only 18 years old and blind, Suleyman Gokyigit is among
the top computer technicians and programmers at InteliData
Technologies Corp.
he refers to _______ _

2. Mr. Gokyigit's gift, as Mr. Braun calls it, is an unusual ability to
conceptualize the innards of a machine.
it refers to

�-------

3. Mr. Gokyigit was born in Turkey, where at age two he developed an eye
condition that left him blind.
he and him refer to _______ _

4. Several months ago, on a trip to San Francisco, Mr. Braun had difficulty
accessing the company's mainframe using his laptop. He needed specific
numbers to get into four InteliData files.
he refers to _______ _
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8. Apply the Reading Skill
What do the boldfaced pronouns in the article below refer to? Write your
answers below.

A Two-Year-Old Geography Whiz 

Lilly Gaskin is only 26 months old and she is not old enough to really talk, but she 
has already mastered world geography. She can point out almost any country on a map, 
and she started doing this at 16 months. 

According to her father James, Lilly's amazing 
map reading ability came about by accident 
"Lilly's uncle went to Thailand when she was 
16 months old;' he explains. 'J\nd she wanted to 
know where he went. So we found a map and 
pointed to Thailand. The next time she saw a map, 
she pointed it out. 

"We'll point to a place she doesn't know;' says 
James, "and then we'll ask her where it is, and she'll 
point to it. Then we'll ask her a couple more that 
she does know. Then we' ll go back to the one she 
didn't know and she's got it-takes 20 seconds!" 
And the rest is history! (Well, geography, really!) 

1. she= ________ _

2. this= _______ _

3. he= ________ _

4. he= ________ _

5. it=---------

6. it=---------

7. it=--------

n5�� 
�
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Mini-Dictionary 
page 163 

Discussion & Writing 

1. What do these quotations mean to you? How does each one relate to the
ideas in the reading?

"If you cannot accomplish a thing, leave it and pass to another which you
can accomplish."

-Al Kali, Arab philosopher (901-967)

"It is not enough to have a good mind. The main thing is to use it well:'
-Rene Descartes, French philospher (1596-1650)

"If I have made any valuable discoveries, it has been owing more to patient
attention than to any other talent:'

-Isaac Newton, English physicist (1642-1727)

2. What are your partner's talents and abilities? Add one or two questions
to the chart below. Then interview your partner and check (11"') your
partner's answers.

a good memory? 

good at fixing things? good balance? 

a good typist? a good voice? 

a good public speaker? a good imagination? 

well organized? good concentration? 

Based on your partner's answers, in what profession do you think your 
partner could best use his or her talents? 

Words to Remember 

NOUNS VERBS ADJECTIVES 

concentration emphasize available 

condition permit top 

device recall 

location shelter 

monitor waste 

network 
system 
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� 1 Before You Read

A. Connect with the topic. Think of a speech you have heard. What was the
topic? Who was the audience? Do you think the speech was good, bad, or
okay? Why?

B. Pair work. What are the three most important characteristics of a good
speech? Check ideas from the list below. Then add your own idea to
the list.

D Has an interesting topic

D Makes the audience feel emotion, such as happiness or fear

D Has a clear and logical structure

D Teaches people something new

D Isn't too long

D ��������������������-(Your idea)

Why do you think your three choices are important? Explain your ideas to
another pair.

Example
We think it's very important for a speech to have an interesting topic. If the
topic isn't good, the speech will be boring.

C. Preview the reading. Skim the reading on pages 83-85 to complete the
Previewing Chart below.

Previewing Chart 

1. Title of the reading:-------------------

2. Headings (section titles) in the
reading. (List 2 more.)

Why know how to �peak?

3. Key words. (What words appear
several times? List 5 more.)

topic

4. I think this reading is probably about
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How To Make A Speech 
by George Plimpton 
from How to Use the Power of the Printed Word 

One of life's terrors for the uninitiated 1 is to be asked to make a speech. 

"Why me?" will probably be your first reaction. "I don't have anything 
to say." The fact is that each one of us has a store of material which should 
be of interest to others. There is no reason why it should not be adapted to 

s a speech. 

Why Know How to Speak? 
Scary as it is, it's important for anyone to be able to speak in front 

of others, whether 20 around a conference table or a hall filled with 
a thousand faces. 

10 Being able to speak can mean better grades in any class. It can mean 
talking the town council out of2 increasing your property taxes. It can 
mean talking top management into3 buying your plan. 

How to Pick a Topic 
You were probably asked to speak in the first place in the hope that 

15 you would be able to articulate a topic4 that you know something 
about. Still, it helps to find out about your audience first. Who are they? 
Why are they there? What are they interested in? How much do you 
already know about your subject? 

How to Plan What to Say 
20 Here is where you must do your homework. 

The more you sweat in advance, the less you'll have to sweat once you 
appear on stage. Research your topic thoroughly. Check the library for 
facts, quotes, books, and timely magazine and newspaper articles on your 
subject. Get in touch with experts. Write to them, make phone calls, get 

25 interviews to help round out your material. In short, gather-and learn
far more than you'll ever use. You can't imagine how much confidence 
that knowledge will inspire. 

I the uninitiated people doing something for the first time
2 talking the town council out of convincing government officials that something is a bad idea
3 talking top management into convincing your bosses that something is a good idea
4 articulate a topic talk about a subject
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Now start organizing and writing. Most authorities suggest that a good 
speech breaks down into three basic parts: an introduction, the body of 

30 the speech, and the summation. 

• Introduction: An audience makes up its mind very quickly. Once the
mood of an audience is set, it is difficult to change it, which is why
introductions are important. If the speech is to be lighthearted in tone, s
the speaker can start off by telling a good-natured story6 about the

35 subject or himself.

• Main body: There are four main intents7 in the body of the well-made
speech. These are (1) to entertain, which is probably the hardest;
(2) to instruct, which is the easiest if the speaker has done the research
and knows the subject; (3) to persuade, which one does at a sales

40 presentation, a political rally, or a town meeting; and finally, ( 4) to
inspire, which is what the speaker emphasizes at a sales meeting, in
a sermon, or at a pep rally.

• Summation: An ending should probably incorporate a sentence or two
which sounds like an ending-a short summary of the main points

45 of the speech, perhaps, or the repeat of a phrase that most embodies
what the speaker has hoped to convey. It is valuable to think of the last
sentence or two as something which might produce applause. Phrases
which are perfectly appropriate to signal this are: "In dosing ... " or
"I have one last thing to say ... "

so How to Sound Spontaneous 
The best speakers are those who make their words sound spontaneouss

even if memorized. I've found it's best to learn a speech point by point, 
not word for word. Careful preparation and a great deal of practicing are 
required to make it come together smoothly and easily. Mark Twain once 

ss said, "It takes three weeks to prepare a good ad-lib speech:'9 

Brevity ls an Asset 10

A sensible plan, if you have been asked to speak to an exact limit, is to 
talk your speech into a mirror and stop at your allotted time; then cut the 
speech accordingly. The more familiar you become with your speech, the 

60 more confidently you can deliver it. 

As anyone who listens to speeches knows, brevity is an asset. Twenty 
minutes are ideal. An hour is the limit an audience can listen comfortably. 

5 lighthearted in tone amusing; not serious 
6 good-natured story funny story 
7 intent, purposes 
8 make their wordt sound spontaneous speak very naturally, like they're having a conversation
9 ad-Ub speech public talk that it not prepared in advance 

10 brevity is an asset shortness is a good thing
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How Questions Help 
A question period at the end of a speech is a good notion. One would 

65 not ask questions following a tribute to the company treasurer on his 
retirement, say, but a technical talk or an informative speech can be 
enlivened with a question period. 

The Crowd 
The larger the crowd, the easier it is to speak, because the response is 

70 multiplied and increased. Most people do not believe this. They peek out11

from behind the curtain, and if the audience is filled to the rafters, 12 they 
begin to moan softly in the back of their throats. 

What About Stage Fright? 
Very few speakers escape the so-called «butterflies:' 13 There does not 

75 seem to be any cure for them, except to realize that they are beneficial 
rather than harmful, and never fatal. The tension usually means that 
the speaker, being keyed up, 14 will do a better job. Edward R. Murrow 
called stage fright "the sweat of perfection:' Mark Twain once comforted 
a fright-frozen ls friend about to speak: "Just remember they don't expect 

80 much." My own feeling is that with thought, preparation, and faith in your 
ideas, you can go out there and expect a pleasant surprise. 

Word Count: 869 : Reading Time: __ _ 
! (Minutes)

About the Author 

( Words per Minute: __ _ 
: (Word Count/Reading Time) 

George Plimpton (1927-2003) was a writer, public speaker. editor, and 
actor who Lived in New York. He is best known for participating in many of 
the activities he wrote about. He trained with a professional football team, 
boxed three rounds with a Light-heavyweight champion, and played on the 
professional golf circuit. 

11 peek out look out timidly 
l2 filled to the rafters full of people
13 the so-called "butterflies" nervous feelings in one's stomach 
14 keyed up excited and nervous 
15 fright-frozen very nervous or scared 
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After You Read 

Understandtng the Text 

A. Comprehension
For each item below, fill in the correct circle.

1. Finding the Main Idea The main idea of the reading is:

@ It's very difficult to give a good speech.

([) With a lot of research and practice, anyone can learn how to give
a good speech. 

© The three basic parts of a speech are the introduction, the main body, 
and the summation. 

CID Choosing a good topic is the most important part of making a 
good speech. 

2. Scanning for Details According to the author, the following is the most
difficult to accomplish when giving a speech:

@ instruct 

([) inspire 

© entertain

CID persuade

3. Making Inferences The author would probably agree that:

@ Some people can never be good speakers.

@ Some people are natural speakers and don't need practice.

© New speakers should first speak to a small audience, and then to
a large one. 

@ A good introduction is more important than a good summation. 

4 Using Context The word persuade in line 39 is closest in meaning to: 

@ excite © listen to 

@ breathe @ convince 

5. Understanding Tone The overall tone of this reading is:

@ serious and academic 

@ light and silly 

8. Consider the Issues

© informative and humorous 

@ scientific and technical 

Work with a partner to answer the questions below.

1. What are the best ways to research a topic before writing a speech?

2. Most people get nervous before giving a speech. What can a speaker do to
feel more relaxed and confident?

3. What are some things a person can do to sound spontaneous? Why is it
important to sound spontaneous when giving a speech?
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Building Vocabulary 

Understanding Multi-Word Verbs 

Multi-word verbs are made up of a verb and one or more other words. 
These verbs have a special meaning which is different from the meaning 
of the individual words. For example, in the sentence below, the verb 
talk out of means convince not to. 

Being able to speak well can mean talking the town council out of 
increasing your property taxes. 

A phrasal verb is one type of multi-word verb. A phrasal verb is formed 
with a verb+ adverbial (e.g.,.fill in, turn on, bring up, work out). 

A phrasal-prepositional verb is another type of multi-word verb. It is 
formed with a verb + adverbial + preposition ( e.g., get out of, look 
forward to, come up with). 

A. Scan the reading on pages 83-85 to find the missing word or words in
each verb below. Then match each verb to a definition on the right.

Phrasal Verbs and Phrasal-Prepositional Verbs I Meaning 

1, talk out of .. -1L� a. complete

(paragraph 4) 
b. convince not to

2. talk
- c. separate into

(paragraph 4)
d. learn

3. find -

(paragraph 5) e. convince

4. round
-

f. begin

(paragraph 7)
• 

S. break
-

(paragraph 8)
. 

6. start
-

(paragraph 9)

B. Now use the correct form of a verb from the chart to complete each
question below. (More than one verb may be possible.) Then ask
a partner the questions.

1. How would you a friend doing 
something dangerous?

2. How can you ____ where someone lives? 

3. How would you like to ________ your education?

4. What is the best way to a vacation? 
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Reading Sl<ill 

Understanding teJCt organization: Headings 

You can use headings to help you understand text organization-the 
structure of a reading passage. A heading is a small group of words that 
serves as a title for a paragraph or several paragraphs. Headings help you 
skim a reading to understand "the big picture;' or scan it to find specific 
information. 

Example: 

!Heading! 1----· How to Pick a Topic
You were probably asked to speak in the first place in the hope that 
you would be able to articulate a topic that you know something about. 
Still, it helps to find out about your audience first. Who are they? Why 
are they there? What are they interested in? How much do you already 
know about your subject? 

jHeadingj 1----· How to Plan What to Say 
Here is where you must do your home.work. 

A. Analyze the Reading
Scan the reading on pages 83-85 to answer the questions below.

1. How many headings does the author use?

2. Under which heading does the author talk about doing research?

3. Under which heading-can you find information on the ideal length for
a speech?

4. Why do you think the author chose to use so many headings for this article?

5. Do you think the headings helped you read this article more quickly and
effectively? Why or why not?
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8. Apply the Reading Skill
Read the first part of the reading below. Then use the six headings in the
reading to answer the questions that follow.

Register for a speech contest! 
Feeling strongly about an important global issue? Register to 
compete in the Speak for Yourself speech contest. This contest 
provides passionate Singaporean youths with a platform to 
express their views on global and social issues. 

But what do I talk about? 

-

SPEAK FOR 

You can talk about any global or social issues you are concerned 
with, such as free trade, globalization, animal rights, online music 
piracy, youths at risk, just to name a few. After you've identified 
your issue of concern, you can go on to talk about how you'd go 
about solving the problem, or why people should be concerned 
about the issue. 

Application process 
�����-� 

YOURSELF 

1. Under which heading can you find information on appropriate topics to
speak about?

But what do I ta/K about?

2. Which section contains information about the foundation that supports
this speech contest?

3. Where can you learn if there is a registration fee?

4. Which section tells you if the organization wants you to e-mail a digital
recording of your speech?

5. Where can you find out the minimum and maximum ages of people
entering this speech contest?
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Discussion & Writing 

1. Prepare a short speech to your classmates. Choose one of the topics below
and put a check (ti) beside it. If you have your own idea, write it down.

D how to form a study group 

D how to increase your English vocabulary 

D how to�---------------�Cyour own idea) 

2. Write your speech. Like good pieces of writing, most speeches include an
introduction, a main body with key points, and a conclusion (summation).
Use this model to help you.

II 
!Introduction I -t' • Caood afie.rnoo.nLMi name if>. Manila ToMD ... an<U am runoing_for jreaaurer11, of

\... our c..laMi .... her.e ..at ])�e&twaier UniYerfi�Lb.ope.�ou.. 'tlill c..onsidec vcrtin9 for me. 

I Main Body ! • 1hece.....are.Jhree .r.e.asooa whi Lwould. b.e.....art.£.�c..ell.Ccoi. tce..asurtL fir.st, J' m good al 

_

_ matb, M1dJJi}:e nurnbe�. l will manage our...._clafil>'..s maxi� .YeL'f c..ar.efu\\i. 
� �wruL-

I Conclusion I ! .-�:�-us-irul,J--w-o.u_l_d_\i -}:e-to filllDID.ariz.e. ---------�-
-----1 

Mini-Dictionary 
page 163 

3. Stand in front of a mirror and practice your speech. You can also practice
with a classmate. Try to learn your speech "point by point, not word
for word:'

Words to Remember 

NOUNS : VERBS 
: 

ADJECTIVES 
audience ) adapt j appropriate 
authority : entertain : exact 
cure j organize 1 ideal 
expert \ persuade : sensible 
knowledge \ produce ) valuable 
limit j signal 
mood 
reaction : 

16 treasurer the person responsible for managing money and payments 
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• Before You Read
A. Connect with the topic. Which statements describe the game of tennis?

Which describe bowling? Write T (tennis) or B (bowling).

_ a. To play, you need a ball and ten pins.

_ b. For this game, you need a ball, a racquet, and a net.

_ c. Players hit the ball back and forth to each other.

_ d. If you miss the ball, your opponent gets a point.

B. Pair work. What else do you know about tennis and bowling? Share
information with a partner.

C. Preview the reading. Look quickly over the reading on pages 93-95 to
complete the Previewing Chart below.

Previewing Chart 

1. Title of tbe reading:--------'--------------

2. Names of people and places in
the reading. (List 2 more.)

Jaoan• 

3. Key words. (What words appear
several times? List 3 more.)

4. Read the first paragraph. What do you think the reading is probably
about?

s. Read the first sentence in each paragraph. Now what do you think the
reading is about?
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Conversational Ball Games 

by Nancy Masterson Sakamoto 
from Polite Fictions-Why Japanese and Americans Seem Rude 
to Each Other 

After I was married and had lived in Japan for a while, my Japanese 
gradually improved to the point where I could take part in simple 
conversations with my husband and his friends and family. And 
I began to notice that often, when I joined in, the others would look 

5 startled, and the conversational topic would come to a halt. 1 After 
this happened several times, it became clear to me that I was doing 
something wrong. But for a long time, I didn't know what it was. 

Finally, after listening carefully to many Japanese conversations, 
I discovered what my problem was. Even though I was speaking 

10 Japanese, I was handling the conversation2 in a Western way. 

Japanese-style conversations develop quite differently from Western
style conversations. And the difference isn't only in the languages. I 
realized that just as I kept trying to hold Western-style conversations even 
when I was speaking Japanese, so my English students kept trying to hold 

15 Japanese-style conversations even when they were speaking English. We 
were unconsciously playing entirely different conversational ball games. 

A Western-style conversati<;>n between two people is like a game of 
tennis. If I introduce a topic, 3 a conversational ball, I expect you to hit 
it back. If you agree with me, I don't expect you simply to agree and do 

20 nothing more. I expect you to add something-a reason for agreeing, 
another example, or an elaboration4 to carry the idea further. But I don't 
expect you always to agree. I am just as happy if you question me, or 
challenge me, or completely disagree with me. Whether you agree or 
disagree, your response will return the ball to me. s 

25 And then it is my tum again. I don't serve a new ball from my original 
starting line. I hit your ball back again from where it has bounced.6 I carry 
your idea further, or answer your questions or objections, or challenge or 
question you. And so the ball goes back and forth. 

l come to a halt stop 
2 handling the conversation participating in the conversation
3 introduce a topic begin talking about something 
4 elaboration extra detail
5 return the ball to me allow me to continue the conversation
6 bounce hit the ground and go up again 
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If there are more than two people in the conversation, then it is like 
30 doubles in tennis, or like volleyball. There's no waiting in line. Whoever is 

nearest and quickest hits the ball, and if you step back, someone else will 
hit it. No one stops the game to give you a turn.7 You're responsible for 
taking your own turn. 

But whether it's two players or a group, everyone does his or her best to 
35 keep the ball going, and no one person has the ball for very long. 

A Japanese-style conversation, however, is not at all like tennis or 
volleyball. It's like bowling. You wait for your turn. And you always know 
your place in line. It depends on such things as whether you are older or 
younger, a close friend or a relative strangers to the previous speaker, in 

40 a senior or junior position, and so on. 

When your turn comes, you step up to the starting line with your 
bowling ball and carefully bowl it. Everyone else stands back and watches 
politely, murmuring encouragement.9 Everyone waits until the ball has 
reached the end of the alley and watches to see if it knocks down all the 

45 pins, or only some of them, or none of them. There is a pause, while 
everyone registerslO your score. 

Then, after everyone is sure that you have completely finished your 
turn, the next person in line steps up to the same starting line, with a 
different ball. He doesn' t return your ball, and he does not begin from 

so where your ball stopped. And there is always a suitable pause between 
turns. There is no rush, no scramble11 for the ball. 

No wonder 12 everyone looked startled when I took part in Japanese 
conversations. I paid no attention to whose turn it was and kept snatching 
the ball13 halfway down the alley and throwing it back at the bowler. Of 

ss course the conversation died. I was playing the wrong game. 

But if you have been trained all your life to play one game, it is no 
simple matter to switch to another, even if you know the rules. Knowing 
the rules is not at all the same thing as playing the game. 

7 give you a turn give you a chance to play 
8 a relative stranger someone you don't know very well 
9 murmuring encouragement giving eru:ouragement in a soft voice 

10 regimn writes down on an official form
l l no tcramble no competition; no fighting
l 2 no wonder It's not surprising
13 snatchlng the ball quickly taking the ball from someone else 
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Even now, during a conversation in Japanese, I will notice a startled 
60 reaction and belatedly realize14 that once again I have rudely interrupted 

by instinctively trying to hit back the other person's bowling ball. It is 
no easier for me to "just listen" during a conversation than it is for my 
Japanese students to "just relax" when speaking with foreigners. Now I 
can truly sympathize with how hard they must find it to try to carry on 

65 a Western-style conversation. 15

Word Count: 779 : Reading Time: __ _ : Words per Minute: __ _ 
\ (Minutes) ( (Word Count/Reading Time) 

About the Author 

American Nancy Sakamoto wrote "Conversational Ball Games" while she was 
teaching English in Japan. She wrote about other experiences and cross-cultural 
observations of her Life in Japan in a book called Polite Fictions: Why Japanese 
and Americans Seem Rude to Each Other. 

After You Read 

Understanding the Text 

A. Comprehension
For each item below, fill in the correct circle.

1. Finding the Main Idea The main idea of this article is:

@ People converse differently in Japan than in the West.

Cl) It's important to take part in conversations.

© It's difficult to have a conversation with someone from another country.

@ It's rude to interrupt someone who is speaking.

2. Scanning for Details The author makes all of the following arguments except:

@ Japanese-style conversations are like bowling.

(I) Western-style conversations are like tennis or volleyball.

© In Japanese-style conversations, you must wait your turn to speak.

<ID Western-style conversations are longer than Japanese-style
conversations. 

I 4 belatedly reallu realize after it's too late 
15 carry on a conversation have a conversation 
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3. Using Context In line 44, the word alley probably means_ in bowling.

@ the place where you write your score

® the place where players sit

© something you wear

CID the place where you roll the ball

4. Identifying Pronoun References In line 6, the word this refers to:

@ I had simple conversations with my friends.

® People looked surprised when I said something in Japanese.

© My Japanese became good enough for me to have conversations with
Japanese friends. 

CID When I joined the conversation, people looked surprised and the 
conversation stopped. 

5. Making Inferences You can infer from the article that the author __ .

@ was born in Japan

® has always lived in Japan

© is a teacher

CID no longer lives in Japan

6. Identifying the Author,s Purpose The author's purpose in writing this
article was not to __ .

@ instruct

® entertain

© compare

CID criticize

B. Consider the Issues

Work with a partner to answer the questions below.

1. What are the characteristics of a Western-style conversation and a Japanese
style conversation? Add ideas from the article to the chart below.

Western Conversation I Japanese Conversation 

okay to disagree important to wait for your turn to speak 

2. When you are having a conversation with a friend, is it more like
a Western-style or a Japanese-style conversation? Why?

3. What is the author's attitude toward Western- and Japanese-style

conversations? Does she think one style is better than the other?
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Building Vocabulary 

Learning Prefixes 

You can add a prefix to certain words to add the meaning not to the word. 
· For example, the word unconscious means not conscious.

Prefixes that mean not:

un- · in- ir- ab- dis- im-

A. Add a prefix from the box to each boldfaced word below to add the
meaning not.

1. an expected answer an unexouted answer • 

2. a responsible person

3. a suitable pause

4. a motivated student

5. a supportive group

6. a successful team

7. a normal request

8. an effective way to study

9. similar interests

10. an agreeable person

11. a polite remark

B. Look in a dictionary to find three more examples of adjectives with these
prefixes meaning not and write them in the chart below.

unpopufar 
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Reading Sl<ill 

Understanding Patterns of Organization 

As you read, it's helpful to understand how the ideas in a piece of writing 
are organized. Below are three commonly-used organizational patterns 
in English. 

Organized by time. When writers tell a story, they often present the 
events in the story in the order in which they happened. Dates and 
time phrases (in the morning; when I was 16) indicate that the writing 
is organized by time. 

Organized by order of importance. When writers want to explain 
something, they may provide reasons or examples starting with the most 
important information and ending with the least important. Alternatively, 
they may start with the least important information and end with the most 
important. 

Organized by similarities or differences. When writers want to show 
how two things are similar or different, they can first describe one thing in 
detail and then go on to describe the other thing. Alternatively, they can 
say something short about one thing and then immediately say how the 
second thing is similar or different. 

A. Apply the Reading Skill

Look back at the readings listed below and identify the general pattern of
organization. Write Time, Order of Importance, or Differences.

Title of Reading j Organizational Pattern 

1. Conversational Ball Games (page 93)

2. Answering 6 Common Interview Questions (page 3)

3. Student Learning Teams (page 23)

4. Culture Shock (page 53)

5. Private Lives (page 63)
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Understanding Figurative Language 

Writers use figurative language to help readers visualize something or see 
something in a new way. One way writers do this is by making an unusual 
comparison between two different things that have something in common. 
For example, in the reading on pages 93-95, the writer compares 
a Western-style conversation to a game of tennis. 

Sometimes writers make comparisons directly by using words 
such as like, as, or resemble. 

Examples 
A Western-style conversation between two people is like 
a game of tennis. 

If there are more than two people in the conversation, 
then it is like doubles in tennis, or like volleyball. 

B. Apply the Reading Skill
Read the sentences from previous readings below and answer the questions.

1. There is a tiny slice of the Gulf of Mexico that belongs to me. Looking
across the water, or down the shoreline, I see the past 20 years play over
and over, like an old Super 8 movie.

a. What two things is the writer comparing?

b. Do you think this is an effective comparison? Why or why not?

2. I go to my beach not only to relax and think, but also to feed off the sea. The
waves are gentle, the water soothing. But more important to me is the sea's
permanence and sheer force. I want to be strong like that.

a. What two things is the writer comparing?

b. Do you think this is an effective comparison? Why or why not?

3. The pressing problem for Blackmore was malting a quick adjustment to the
American lifestyle that felt like it was run by a stopwatch. For this easygoing
Australian, Americans seemed like perpetual-motion machines.

a. What two things is the writer comparing?

b. Do you think this is an effective comparison? Why or why not?

4. "BC students and faculty are like one big happy family;· she says. "'!here is
a real sense of team spirit:'

a. What two things is the writer comparing?

b. Do you think this is an effective comparison? Why or why not?
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Discussion & Writing 

1. Is the conversation below a Japanese-style conversation or a Western-style
conversation? Why do you think so?

Paul: What did you think of the movie?

Susan: I thought it was great-especially the ending.

Paul: Really? Didn't you think it was sad?

Susan: Well, a little bit, but it was funny, too.

Paul: What do you mean?

Susan:

2. What could you say to keep the conversation below going Western-style? In
the boxes below, write three possible responses to John's statement.

John: Australia is the best place to go on vacation.

1. Agree and then add 2. Ask a question. 3. Disagree and add

something. something.

3. Complete the opinions below. Then read one of your opinions to a partner
and see how long you can keep a Western-style conversation going. Take
turns until you have discussed each opinion.

a. I think is a really good movie. 

b. ________ is a great place for a vacation.

c. I think it's dangerous to _______ _

d. _____________________ (your own idea)

Words to Remember 

NOUNS : VERBS ADJECTIVES 
: 

attention : expect further 
encouragement ! handle original 
matter ) improve previous 
pause : interrupt simple 
response : notice suitable 

: register
: train
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• Before You Read irLanguage.com

A. Connect with the topic. When people apply for a job, they often send
a letter of application to the employer. What do you know about letters
of application? Check ( .f)True or False for each statement.

True False 

I. The reason for writing a letter of application is to get D D 
a job interview.

2. When sending a letter of application you must always D D 
send a resume, l too.

3. It's a good idea to talk about your best qualities and D D 
biggest accomplishments in a letter of application.

4. You should mention the salary you want in a letter D D 
of application.

B. Pair work. Have you ever had a job? How did you get your job? Compare
your experiences with a partner.

C. Preview the reading. Look quickly over the reading on pages 103-105 to
complete the Previewing Chart below.

Previewing Chart 

1. Title of the reading:------------------

2. Key words. {What words appear several times? List 3 more.)

le.tter

3. Read the first sentence in each paragraph. What do you think the
reading is probably about?

4. Read the first paragraph. What questions do you have about letters
of application? (Write 2 questions.)

l resume one- or two-page summary ofyou.r education and work experience 
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Letters of Application 
by Andrea B. Geffner

from Business Letters the Easy Way 

A letter of application is a sales letter in which you are both 
salesperson and product, for the purpose of an application is to attract 
an employer's attention and persuade him or her to grant you an 
interview.2 To do this, the letter presents what you can offer the 

5 employer, rather than what you want from the job. 

Like a resume, the letter of application is a sample of your work; 
and it is, as well, an opportunity to demonstrate, not just talk about, 
your skills and personality. If it is written with flair3 and understanding 
and prepared with professional care, it is likely to hit its mark.4

10 There are two types of application letters. A solicited letter (see 
page 110) is sent in response to a help-wanted ad. Because such 
a letter will be in competition with many, perhaps several hundred 
others, it must be composed with distinction.5 At the same time, 
it must refer to the ad and the specific job advertised. 

15 An unsolicited letter is sent to a company for which you would like 
to work though you know of no particular opening. The advantage of 
this type of application, however, is that there will be little competition 
and you can define yourself the position you would like to apply for. You 
can send out as many letters as you wish, to as many companies as you 

20 are aware of; it is a good idea, though, to find out the name of a specific 
person to whom you can send the letter-a more effective approach than 
simply addressing the letter to "Personnel:' 

Because a letter of application must sell your qualifications,6 it must 
do more than simply restate your resume in paragraph form. While the 

25 resume must be factual, objective, and brief, the letter is your chance to 
interpret and expand. It should state explicitly how your background 
relates to the specific job, and it should emphasize your strongest and 
most pertinent characteristics. The letter should demonstrate that you 
know both yourself and the company. 

2 grant you an interview schedule an interview with you
3 written with flair written with special skill and style 
4 hit the mark be very effective
5 composed with dist.inction written extremely well
6 sell your qualifications present your skills and abilities in the best way 
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30 A letter of application must communicate your ambition and 
enthusiasm. Yet it must, at the same time, be modest. It should be 
neither aggressive nor meek: neither pat yourself on the back7 nor ask 
for sympathy. It should never express dissatisfaction with a present or 
former job or employer. And you should avoid discussing your reasons 

35 for leaving your last job. 

Keep in mind the following principles when writing your letter of 
application: 

1. Start by attracting attention. You must say, of course, that you are
applying and mention both the specific job and how you heard about it.

40 But try to avoid a mundane opening.8 Instead of:

I would like to apply for the position of legal secretary, which you
advertised in the Los Angeles Times of Sunday, August 10 ...

Try something a bit more original:

I believe you will find my experiences in the Alameda District Attorney's
45 office have prepared me well for the position of legal secretary, which you

advertised in the Los Angeles Times of Sunday, August 10 ...

2. Continue by describing your qualifications. Highlight your strengths and
achievements and say how they suit you for the job at hand.9 Provide
details and explanations not found on your resume, and refer the

so reader to the resume for the remaining, less pertinent facts.

3. Assure the employer that you are the person for the job. List verifiable
factslo that prove you are not exaggerating or lying. Mention the names
of any familiar or prominent references you may have. In some way,
distinguish yourself from the mass of other qualified applicants. I I

ss 4. Conclude by requesting an interview. Urge the employer to action by 
making it easy to contact you. Mention your telephone number and 
the best hours to reach you, or state that you will call him or her within 
a few days. 

A complete application should contain both a letter of application and 
60 a resume. While it is possible to write a letter so complete in detail that a 

resume seems redundant, 12 it is always most professional to include both. 

-------- irLanguage.com 
7 pat yourself on the back give yourself credit for your accomplishments
8 mundane opening boring or unoriginal introduction 
9 the job at hand the work to be done 

10 verifiable facts professional information that someone can easily check 
11 mass of other qualified applicants all of the other qualified people who applied for the job
12 redundant unnecessary because it repeats the same information
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Finally, a word about salary: basically, unless instructed by the want ad, 
it is best that you not broach the subject. 13 Indeed, even if an ad requires
that you mention your salary requirements, it is advisable simply to 

65 call them "negotiable:' 14 However, when you go on and interview, you 
should be prepared to mention a salary range (e.g., $40,000-$45,000). For 
this reason, you should investigate both your field, and, if possible, the 
particular company. You don't want to ask for less than you deserve or 
more than is reasonable. 

Word Count: 896 : Reading Time: __ _ : Words per Minute: __ _ 
! (Minutes} ! (Word Count/Reading Time)

About the Author 

Andrea B. Geffner is a business educator and writer. She is the former dean of 
the Taylor Business Institute in New York. 

After You Read 

Understanding the Text 

A. Comprehension
For each item below, fill in the correct circle.

I. Identifying the Author,s Purpose The main purpose of this reading is to __ .

® show people how to write effective letters of application

® help people find interesting jobs

© explain the differences between a resume and a letter of application

® explain how to have a good job interview

2. Scanning for Details A letter written in response to a help-wanted ad is __ .

® an unsolicited letter

® a solicited letter

© a reference letter

® a resume

13 broach the subject introduce the subject
14 negotiable something that can be changed after discussion 
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3. Scanning for Details A letter of application should __ the information
contained in a resume.

@ restate 

® not address 

© expand upon

® analyze

4. Using Context Pertinent characteristics in line 28 is closest in meaning
to

@ qualities you used to have 

® interesting qualities 

© unusual qualities 

® qualities that are directly related 
to the job 

5. Understanding Tone The overall tone of this reading is _.

@ light and informative 

® serious and informative 

B. Consider the Issues

© personal and informal 

® entertaining 

Work with a partner to answer the questions below.

1. According to the author, what are the things you should and shouldn't do
when writing a letter of application? Fill in the chart with ideas from the
article. Then add two ideas of your own to each column.

Should j Shouldn't 

be original 

Your idea: Your idea: 

Your idea: Your idea: 

2. It's good to know some information about a company before you write
a letter of application. What are three ways you can gather information
on a company?

3. Why is it important not to express dissatisfaction with a former job or
employer in a letter of application or on an interview?
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Building Vocabulary 

Understanding Conneding Words 

As you learned in Chapter 4, connecting words signal the type of 
information that is coming next. We also use connecting words to show 
relationships between phrases or sentences. Each connecting word has 
a specific purpose. 

add new I also 
information I and

in addition to 

compare and but 
contrast yet 

however 

show a result therefore 
I thus 

In addition to my administrative 
duties, I was responsible for 
scheduling all of Ms. Jenkins' 
appointments. 

A letter of application must 
communicate your ambition and 
enthusiasm. Yet, it must, at the 
same time, be modest. 

I did everything I could to make 
Ms. Jenkins' heavy responsibilities 
easier. Thus, I am familiar with the 

I duties of an executive assistant. 

A. Look back at the reading on pages 103-105. Circle one example of these
connecting words: and, but, yet, and however.

B. Use a connecting word from the chart above to complete each sentence
below. More than one answer is possible.

1. John was nervous about his interview. he began to feel
confident after reading a book about how to prepare for an interview.

2. John knew he couldn't wear his usual casual jeans and T-shirt to the
interview. , he went out and bought a suit.

3. Looking very professional in his new suit, John made sure to arrive
at the interview early. , he was able to make a good first
impression.

4. John did some research about the company before his interview.
____ ., he practiced answering questions he thought the
interviewer might ask

5. The interviewer was a very important person in the company.
-----:• he had a warm and friendly smile that put John at ease.

107 



Reading Sl<ill 

Notetaktng 

Taking notes on a reading helps you to remember and study the 
information. Good notes are always short and clear. They should help 
you to remember something without confusing you later. Follow these 
tips for taking good notes: 

I. Write down only the most important ideas. Look for:
• bold, italicized, or underlined words.
• headings or subheadings.
• information that is repeated.

2. Don't write complete sentences.

3. Abbreviate words (president= pres, you are = u r) and use symbols
(+, -, =, <).

4. Use bulleted lists.

A. Analyze the Reading
The notes below are based on the reading on pages 103-105. Write E (for
effective) or I (for ineffective) next to each note. Then explain why the note
is effective or ineffective.

2. __ Like a resume, the letter of application is
a sample of your work; and it is, as well, an 
opportunity to demonstrate, not just talk 
about, your skills and personality. 

3. __ application letter= sales letter

4. __ would like to apply for position of legal
secretary 

5. _ • Use original opening
• Describe qualif.
• Assure emplyr u r person for job
• Request intvw
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B. Apply the Reading Skill
Read the selection below and take notes. Use the notetaking rules you
have learned.

After a Job Interview 

by Peggy Schmidt 
from The 90-Minute Interview Prep Book 

This section provides some guidelines that will help you end a good job interview. 

Before You Leave the Interview 

• Thank the interviewer for the opportunity to meet with him or her. Mention
your interest in the job and the company.

• Ask about the company's time frame for making a hiring decision.

• Ask if it's all right for you to call back in a week's time to check where
things stand. 15 

Interview Follow-Up 

Writing a note to the person or people with whom you interviewed is an incredibly 
simple but important idea. And it can make the difference in getting hired. 

1. Type the letter; it's more professional-looking.

2. Thank the interviewer for talking to you. Mention something he or she said
that was particularly interesting to you.

3. Explain in a sentence or two why you think you are a good match for the job or
company. Be specific about what you think you can do for the company.

4. Conclude your letter by saying you hope to get the job and that you are happy
to answer any additional questions that the interviewer has for you.

Supporting Ideas 

IS check where things stand see if the company has made a decision to hire anyone
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Discussion & Writing 

1. You are going to write a letter of application for a job you would like to
have. Complete the chart. Your qualifications can be real or imagined.

Name of the job: 

My qualifications: 

2. Write a letter of application. Use your ideas in the chart above and the
advice in the reading on pages 103-105.

Example

Dear Ms. Martinez, 

Having served for the past several years as the administrative assistant 
for a private business, I would like to apply for the position of executive 
assistant which you advertised on the AssistantJobs.com website on 
Sunday, February 28. 

As administrative assistant at the Benlow Corporation in Chicago, I was 
directly responsible to Alba Jenkins, the company's owner. In addition to 
my administrative duties, I was responsible for ... 

Words to Remember 

NOUNS VERBS ADJECTIVES 

advantage assure aggressive 
ambition contain aware 
approach deserve brief 
characteristic exaggerate reasonable 
competition expand 
enthusiasm grant 
mass highlight 
objective mention 
principle refer 
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Before You Read 

A. Connect with the topic. In some countries, businesses and schools close
for several hours in the middle of the day so that people can go h�me to
eat and relax. What do you think are the advantages and disadvantages of
this custom? List your ideas in the chart below.

Advantages I Disadvantages 
. 

You have more time to spend with 
your family. 

B. Pair work. Compare charts with a partner. How many of your ideas were
the same?

C. Preview the reading. Skim the reading on pages 113-115 to complete the
Previewing Chart below.

Previewing Chart 

1. Title of the reading:-------------------

2. Names of people and places in
the reading. (List 3 more.)

6urove
I 

3. Key words. (What words appear
several times? List 3 more.)

nav

4. Read the first sentence in each paragraph. What do you think the
reading is probably about?
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Out To Lunch 

by Joe Robinson 
from Escape magazine 

A big meal and a· long nap is still a way of life in Madrid. 

Birds do it. Cats do it. And Spaniards most especially do it-every day, 
in broad daylight. They nap. Grown adults-executives, teachers, civil 
servants1-wink off2 in the middle of the workday. From 1 or 2 o'clock 

s to 4:30 or so every afternoon, Spain stops the world for a stroll home, 
a leisurely meal, and a few z's.3 Common Market technocrats4 have 
informed the Spanish that this is not the way things will get done in 
a unified Europe. 

At a time when productivity is the world's largest religion, the siesta 
10 tradition lives on. 5 In Spain, work operates under the command of life, 6

instead of the other way around. No task is so critical that it can't wait a 
couple of hours while you attend to7 more important matters like eating, 
relaxing, or catching up on sleep. When the midday break hits, offices 
empty and streets clear. Befuddled foreigners quickly learn that they have 

15 entered a new circadian order.s 

I civil servants government employees 
2 wink off go to sleep 

3 a few z's a nap; a short sleep 
4 technocrats government experts in science and technology
5 lives on continues 
6 work operates under the command of life working is less important than living
7 attend to take care of; do 
8 a new circadian order a new way of organizing sleep and wake patterns 
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"At first, I kept looking for things to do in the afternoon, and I just 
couldn't believe that nothing was open;' recalls Pier Roberts, an Oakland 
writer who lived in Spain for several years. "I walked the streets of Madrid

looking for somewhere to go. It was a thousand degrees9 outside, you 
20 could see the heat waves, and it was like a ghost town:·10

Taking a long break in the middle of the day is not only healthier than 
the conventional lunch, it's apparently more natural. Sleep researchers 
have found that the Spanish biorhythm 11 may be tuned more closely 
to our biological clocks.12 Studies suggest that humans are "biphasic" 

25 creatures, requiring days broken up by two periods of sleep instead of one 
"monophasic" shift. The drowsiness you feel after lunch comes not from 
the food but from the time of day. 

''.All animals, including humans, have a biological rhythm;' explains 
Claudio Stampi, director of the Chrono Biology Research Institute in 

30 Newton, Massachusetts. "One is a 24-hour rhythm-we get tired by 
the end of the day and go to sleep-and there is a secondary peak of 
sleepiness and a decrease in alertness in the early afternoon. Some people 
have difficulty remaining awake, doing any sort of task between one and 
four in the afternoon. For others it's less difficult, but it's there. So there is 

35 a biological reason for siestas:' 

Unlike the average lunch break, the siesta is a true break in the action 
because there is no choice but to come to a full and complete stop. You 
can't do errands; the shops are closed. You can't make business calls; 
nobody's at the office. Most people go home for lunch, or get together 

40 with family or friends and nod outl3 afterwards. 

The Spanish need their sleep. They've got a long night ahead of them 
because another key component of the siesta lifestyle is its nocturnal 
orbit. 14 After the afternoon work shift, from 4:30 to 8 p.m. or so, they may 
join friends for a drink. Dinner starts at 9 or 10 p.m., and from there it's 

45 out on the town 15 until one or two in the morning. 

"It's a bad night in Madrid if you get home before six in the morning;' 
laughs Roberts. The siesta's origins lie in climate and architecture. Like 
people in other places around the globe that are blast furnaces 16 much of 

-------- irLanguage.com 
9 a thousand degrees extremely hot 

lO a ghost town an empty town; a town without people
I I biorhythm rhythm of life 
12 biological clocks natural body rhythms 
13 nod out go to sleep 
14 nocturnal orbit nighttime activity 
15 out on the town having fun in town 
16 blast furnaces very hot places
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• 

the year, Spaniards turned to shade and stillness to avoid incineration I 7
so in the middle of the day. At night, packed, simmering dwellings drove 

people into the streets to cool down. 

While climate is still a factor, the siesta lifestyle today is driven 
primarily by the social imperative rs of Spanish life, which places an equal, 
if not greater, emphasis on life outside the office. "We are not so obsessed 

55 only with work;' says Florentino Sotomayor of the Spanish Tourist Board. 
"We take a break and have the opportunity of having coffee with friends 
and thinking and talking about different issues, not only work." 

Word Count: 661 : Reading Time: __ _ : Words per Minute: __ _ 
: (Minutes) j (Word Count/Reading Time)

About the Source 

Escape magazine, published in Santa Monica, California, features a wide range 
of advice and feature articles for the adventurous traveler. It focuses on unusual 
vacations to out-of-the-way places, eco-tourism, and outdoor adventure. 

After You Read 

Understanding the Text 

A. Comprehension
For each item below, fill in the correct circle.

1. Finding the Main Idea The main idea of this article is that _.

@ people everywhere should take naps
([) napping is an important tradition in Spain
© it is important to have traditions
<ID the nightlife is exciting in Spain

2. Finding the Main Idea The main idea of �aragraph 4 is that _.
@ it's okay to feel sleepy in the middle of the day
Cl) all animals have biological clocks
© food makes you feel drowsy
CID it's natural and healthy for humans to nap

17 incineration burning up 
18 social imperative society's demands
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3. Scanning for Details During the midday break in Spain, people _.

@ go home for lunch 

® do errands 

© make business calls

CID go shopping

4. Scanning for Details A biphasic creature needs_.

@ two periods of sleep per day © two days of sleep 

® eight hours of sleep per day @ a long night of sleep 

5. Using Context The word peak in line 31 is closest in meaning to_.

@ high point © cause

® mountain top CID decrease

6. Making Inferences You can infer from the article that some
businesspeople in other European countries _.

@ hope the siesta tradition will be introduced in their countries

® think that the siesta tradition is impractical

© think that the siesta tradition will grow in popularity

CID don't agree that napping is good for you

7. Identifying Pronoun References In paragraph 1, the word this refers
to_.

@ eating quickly 

® joining the Common Market 

© going home for lunch and a nap 

CID sleeping at night 

8. Understanding Tone The overall tone of this article is _.

@ serious and academic . © light and informative 

® light and silly CID scientific and technical 

B. Consider the Issues

Work with a partner to answer the questions below.

I. According to the article, what are the advantages of the siesta?

2. In line 9, the writer claims that "productivity is the world's largest religion:'
What do you think he means by this? Do you agree? Why or why not?

3. Each of the statements below is an exaggeration of the truth. What is
an exaggeration of the truth? Why do you think the author exaggerates
the truth?

• It was a thousand degrees outside.

• It's a bad night in Madrid if you get home before six in the morning.
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Building Vocabulary 

Learning Word Forms 

When you learn a new word, you can easily expand your vocabulary by 
learning other forms of the same word. For example, the noun form of 
the verb emphasize is emphasis. You can find different forms of a word 
in a dictionary. 

A. Scan the reading on pages 113-115 to add the missing words to the
chart below.

1. information informative 

2. produce productive 

3. suggestion suggestive 

4. drowse drowsy 

5. sleep sleepy 

6. . alert alert 

1. 
x->>, '�I.·<>, :· ' . 

)�:"\:i)r\. · ! ' · · . · 
difficult 

8. leisure ilii{{,:;?t>t. ': ... �.:·::.:\f.1_:� .. .- : / 

B. Now use a word from the chart above to complete each sentence below.

1. One of the most articles I ever read on the subject appeared 
in the Japan Times.

2. Some researchers think that people would be more if they 
took a nap during the day. 

3. Do you have any on how to improve my speech? 

4. Hot weather can give you a headache and make you feel ___ _

5. If you suffer from excessive during the winter, you may
need to get more sunlight.

6. I feel sleepy in the morning, but around 4 p.m. I start to feel ___ _

7. Some people don't have any ____ with new technology; it seems
easy for them.

8. I had such a stressful morning that I'm in need of a _____ lunch.
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Reading Sl<ill 

Summarizing 

When you summarize a piece of writing, you use your own words to 
express the main points in the text. A summary is always shorter than the 
original text. 

When you write a summary: 

• Focus on the main points in the reading.

• Don't include details or examples.

• Use your own words.

• Keep the author's viewpoint.

Hint! You might need to create the topic sentence for your summary from 
a combination of several points in the original. 

A. Analyze the Reading
The ideas below are from the reading on pages 113-115. Write M next to the
main points. Write D next to the details.

_ I. In Spain, your life is more important than your job. 

_ 2. The siesta starts at 1 or 2 oclock and lasts until 4:30. 

_ 3. Everything closes during the siesta; you can't do business. 

_ 4. If you feel drowsy in the afternoon, it's because of the time of day. 

_ 5. Taking a noontime break is healthy and natural. 

_ 6. The hot climate in places like Spain gave rise to the siesta tradition. 

7. In Spain, people stay out very late.

_ 8. Most people don' t have dinner until 9 or 10 p.m. 

8. Evaluate the Reading Skill
Read this summary of the reading and answer the questions below.

Everyday from 1 or 2 oclock to 4:30, the people in Spain stop the world for 
a stroll home, a leisurely meal, and a few z's. In Spain, the siesta tradition 
lives on. Taking a long break �n the middle· of the day is healthier and more 
natural than the conventional lunch. Claudio Stampi says that all animals, 
including humans, have a biological rhythm. 

I. Does the summary include all of the main points in the reading?

2. Did the writer of the summary use his own words?

3. Did the writer include any unnecessary details or examples?
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C. Apply the Reading Skill
Read the paragraph below and identify the writer's main points. Then write
a short summary of the paragraph.

A few years ago, I was sent by my company to work in Abu Dhabi. I really 
didn't know very much about the place. When I first arrived, I noticed two 
things that I thought were very different from the United States. First, the 
working week is different. It begins on Sunday, and the weekend is Friday 
and Saturday. In the U.S., the working week is Monday through Friday. At 
first it was hard to get up early for work on Sunday-I wanted to sleep late 
that day! Another difference that I noticed in Abu Dhabi is that services like 
housecleaning and laundry are very affordable. For example, most people 
I met have maids. This really surprised me. Back in the U.S., these services 
are quite expensive, and I am used to doing these things myself. 

Main Points 

• 

• 

• 

Summary 
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Mini-Dictionary I page 163 

Discussion & Writing 

I. Group work. Traditions give information about values, or what people
believe is important. What do you think these traditions say about values?

• In Spain, it's a tradition to take a long lunch break so you can have
a leisurely lunch with your family and take a nap.

• In Turkey, it's a custom to take your shoes off before you enter a house.

• In the United States, it's a tradition for people to give flowers on
birthdays, anniversaries, and other special occasions.

2. Work with your group to answer the questions below. Then share your
answers with the class.

• What is one of your culture's most important traditions? What does it say
about your culture's values?

• When you were a child, what was one of your favorite holiday traditions?
Why did you like it?

• What do these two quotations mean to you?

"A tradition without intelligence is not worth having:'
-T.S. Eliot, British writer (1888-1965)

"Tradition is a guide and not a jailer:' 
-W Somerset Maugham, British writer (1874-1965)

Words to Remember 

NOUNS VERBS ADJECTIVES 

command include average 

difficulty inform complete 

emphasis operate conventional 

factor remain critical 

origins require key 

shift 
task 
tradition 
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Before You Read irLanguage.com

A. Connect with the topic. Which of the following methods have you used
to learn about science-related topics? Check (.I) yes or no.

Yes No 

I. memorize facts 0 0 

2. watch TV documentaries about science 0 0 

3. go to a science museum 0 0 

4. read newspaper or magazine articles about science 0 0 

5. read science fiction novels 0 0 

6. do science experiments 0 0 

B. Pair work. Talk about these questions with a partner.

I. Look at the list in Activity A. Which do you think is the best way to
learn about science? Which do you think is the worst? Why?

2. Are you interested in science? If so, which areas of science interest you
the most?

3. Are you interested in science fiction? If so, what are your favorite
science fiction books or movies? If not, why not?

C. Preview the reading. Skim the reading on pages 123-125 to complete the
Previewing Chart below.

Previewing Chart 

1. Title of the reading: __________________ _

2. Key words. (What words appear several times? List 3 more.)

change

3. Read the first sentence in each paragraph. What do you think the
reading is probably about?
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Public Attitudes Toward Science 

by Stephen Hawking 
from Black Holes and Baby Universes and Other Essays 

Whether we like it or not, the world we live in has changed a great 
deal in the last hundred years, and it is likely to change even more in 
the next hundred. Some people would like to stop these changes and 
go back to what they see as a purer and simpler age. But as history 

s shows, the past was not that wonderful. It was not so bad for a 
privileged minority, 1 though even they had to do without modern 
medicine, and childbirth was highly risky for women. But for the vast 
majority of the population, life was nasty and short. 

Anyway, even if one wanted to, one couldn't put the clock back to 
10 an earlier age. Knowledge and techniques can't just be forgotten. Nor can 

one prevent further advances in the future. Even if all government money 
for research were cut off, the force of competition would still bring about 
advances in technology. Moreover, one cannot stop inquiring minds2 

from thinking about basic science, whether or not they were paid for it. 

1s If we accept that we cannot prevent science and technology from 
changing our world, we can at least try to ensure that the changes they 
make are in the right directions. In a democratic society, this means that 
the public needs to have a basic understanding of science, so that it can 
make informed decisions and not leave them in the hands of experts. At 

20 the moment, the public has a rather ambivalent attitude toward science. 3

It has come to expect the steady increase in the standard of living that 
new developments in science and technology have brought to continue, 
but it also distrusts science because it doesn't understand it. This distrust 
is evident in the cartoon figure of the mad scientist working in his 

25 laboratory to produce a Frankenstein. But the public also has a great 
interest in science, as is shown by the large audiences for science fiction. 

l privilqed minority small group of lucky people 
2 inquiring mind, people who are very interested in a topic 
3 ambivalent attitude toward sclmu lildng certain aspects of science and disliking othm
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What can be done to harness this interest4 and give the public the 
scientific background it needs to make informed decisions on subjects 
like acid rain, the greenhouse effect, nuclear weapons, and genetic 

30 engineering? Clearly, the basis must lie in what is taught in schools. But 
in schools science is often presented in a dry and uninteresting manner. 
Children must learn it by rote5 to pass examinations, and they don't see its 
relevance to the world around them. Moreover, science is often taught in 
terms of equations. Although equations are a concise and accurate way of 

35 describing mathematical ideas, they frighten most people. 

Scientists and engineers tend to express their ideas in the form of 
equations because they need to know the precise value of quantities. 
But for the rest of us, a qualitative grasp of scientific concepts is sufficient, 
and this can be .conveyed by words and diagrams, without the use of 

40 equations. 

The science people learn in school can provide the basic framework. 6

But the rate of scientific progress is now so rapid that there are always new 
developments that have occurred since one was at school or university. 
I never learned about molecular biology or transistors7 at school, but 

45 genetic engineering and computers are two of the developments most 
likely to change the way we live in the future. Popular books and magazine 
articles about science can help to put across new developments, but even 
the most successful popular book is read by only a small proportion of the 
population. There are some very good science programs on TV, but others 

so present scientific wonders simply as magic, without explaining them or 
showing how they fit into the framework of scientific ideas. Producers of 
television science programs should realize that they have a responsibility 
to educate the public, not just entertain it. 

vVhat are the science-related issues that the public will have to make 
55 decisions on in the near future? By far the most urgent is that of nuclear 

weapons. Other global problems, such as food supply or the greenhouse 
effect, are relatively slow-acting, but a nuclear war could mean the end 
of all human life on earth within days. The relaxation of East-West 
tensions has meant that the fear of nuclear war has receded from public 

60 consciousness. 8 But the danger is still there as long as there are enough 
weapons to kill the entire population of the world many times over. 

4 harness this interest use this interest
5 learn by rote learn by repeating the same thing many times
6 basic framework general facts and ideas on a topic
7 transistors small electronic parts in radios and TVs
8 receded from public consciousness left people's everyday thoughts
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Nuclear weapons are still poised to strike9 all the major cities in the 
Northern Hemisphere. 10 It would only take a computer error to trigger11

a global war. 

65 If we manage to avoid a nuclear war, there are still other dangers that 
could destroy us all. There's a sick joke12 that the reason we have not been
contacted by an alien civilization 13 is that civilizations tend to destroy 
themselves when they reach our stage. 14 But I have sufficient faith in the 
good sense of the public to believe that we might prove this wrong. 

Word Count: 821 \ Reading Time: __ _ 

_ / : (Minutes) 

About the Author 

: Words per Minute: __ _ 
; (Word Count/Reading Time) 

Stephen Hawking (1942-) is a physicist, professor at Cambridge University 
in England, and author of the award-winning book, A Brief History of Time. 
Hawking studies black holes, the big bang theory, and other scientific mysteries 
of the universe. 

After You Read 

Understanding the Tex� 

A. Comprehension
For each item below, fill in the correct circle.

1. Finding the Main Idea The main idea of this reading is:

@ The public should be educated about science so they can make good
decisions. 

@ The media can educate people about the most recent developments 
in technology. 

© The science people learn in school can provide a basic framework for 
scientific understanding. 

® Many people don't trust science because they don't understand it. 

9 poised to strike ready to attack 
lO Northern Hemisphere the portion of Earth north of the Equator 
11 trigger start 

12 sick joke story that makes fun of serious topics like death
l3 alien civiliz..ation people from another planet 
14 our stage our level of scientific development 
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2. Scanning for Details History shows that in the past life was_. 

@ not so bad
(1) comfortable for most people
© hard for most people
CID easier for women

3. Scanning for Details The public feels_.

@ ambivalent toward science
Cl) completely positive about science
© completely negative about science

CID negative about science fiction

4. Scanning for Details Science programs on TV should_.

@ present a lot of equations
Cl) focus on science fiction
© show science as a kind of magic
CID educate the public, as well as entertain

5. Using Context The phrase qualitative grasp of in line 38 is closest in
meaning to_.

© detailed understanding of
Cl) interest in
© general understanding of
CID hold of

6. Making Inferences The author believes that _.

© human civi:1ization won't survive for more than a hundred more years
Cl) only trained scientists can solve the world's problems
© the public will probably find ways to solve the world's biggest problems
® aliens from another planet will visit Earth someday

B. Consider the Issues

Work with a partner to answer the questions below.

1. According to the author, what are the reasons that many people don't like
science? Do you agree with the reasons he gives? Why or why not?

2. According to the author, what are some of the ways people can educate
themselves about scientific issues? Are they the same ways that you have
used to learn about science?

3. The author writes, "The world has changed a great deal in the last hundred
years, and it is likely to change even more in the next hundred." What are one
or two scientific discoveries that you think will be made during your lifetime?
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Building Vocabulary 

Learning Antoynms 

Learning words in relation to other words helps you remember them. 
Studying antonyms, or opposites, is an effective way to increase your 
vocabulary. 

Examples of antonyms: 

• simple and complicated • privileged and disadvantaged

• modern and old-fashioned • impressive and unimpressive

A. Scan the reading on pages 123-125 to find antonyms for the
following words.

I. safe (paragraph 1) ___ _

2. minority (paragraph 1) ___ _

3. ignorance (paragraph 2) ___ _

4. decrease (paragraph 3) ___ _

5. incorrect (paragraph 4) ___ _

6. approximate (paragraph S) ___ _

7. slow (paragraph 6) ___ _

8. intensification (paragraph 7) ___ _

9. advance (paragraph 7) ___ _

10. create (paragraph 8) ___ _

B. Now use an a�swer from Activity A to complete each sentence below.

I. An in government funding of the space program allowed 
astronomers to study Mars. 

2. Many people fear that nuclear war will human civilization. 

3. Space travel is always but the benefits are worth the danger 
that astronauts must face.

4. about science will help the public to make informed decisions.

5. A few people wish for the days before scientific and technological
advances, but the appreciate the conveniences of the
modern world.
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Reading Sl<ill 

Recognizing Paragraph Transitions 

Paragraph transitions connect the ideas in one paragraph to the ideas in 
the next paragraph. Writers often make a transition by repeating parts of 
an idea from the previous paragraph. 

Example 

Last Sentence/Paragraph 3: 
... But the public also has a great interest in science, as is shown by the 
large audiences for science fiction. 

First Sentence/Paragraph 4: 
What can be done to harness this interest and give the public the. 
scientific background it needs to make informed decisions on subjects 
like acid rain, the greenhouse effect, nuclear weapons, and genetic 
engineering? 

A. Analyze the Reading
Circle the word(s) in the second paragraph that repeat the italicized idea from
the first paragraph.

1. Middle of Paragraph 1:
... Some people would like to stop these changes and go back to what they 
see as a purer and simpler age. But as history shows, the past was not that 
wonderful. 

First Sentence/Paragraph 2: 
Anyway, even if one wanted to, one couldn't put the clock back to an 
earlier age. 

2. Last Sentence/Paragraph 4:
... Moreover, science is often taught in terms of equations. Although 
equations are a concise and accurate way of describing mathematical 
ideas, they frighten most people. 

First Sentence/Paragraph 5: 
Scientists and engineers tend to express .their ideas in the form of 
equations because they need to know the precise value of quantities. 

3. Last Sentence/Paragraph 7:
... Nuclear weapons are still poised to strike all the major cities in the 
Northern Hemisphere. It would only take a computer error to trigger 
a global war. 

First Sentence/Paragraph 8: 
If we manage to avoid a nuclear war, there are still other dangers that 
could destroy us all. 
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B. Apply the Reading Skill
Fill in the blanks to make paragraph transitions. Circle the ideas from the
previous paragraph that are repeated in your transition. Then add a comment
giving your opinion on the topic.

The SciFi Guy Blog 

Science fiction doesn't always get the respect it deserves. My friend Ryan 

calls it "brain candy." My sister says science fiction novels are fairy tales for 

teenagers. If you ask me, people think they shouldn't take science fiction 

seriously because it's so much fun to read. 

Yes, science fiction is , but it's also "real" literature. 

After all, some of the greats of literature-Ray Bradbury, Isaac Asimov, Ursula 

Le Guin-have written science fiction. 

Not only are science fiction books often examples of great 

_________ , the predictions made by science fiction writers help 
2 

spark people's imagination and lay the ground work for inventions of the future. 

One accurate by a science fiction writer was the 

invention of the automatic sliding door, which H.G. Wells wrote about in When 

the Sleeper Wakes in 1899. The first automatic doors were invented in 1954. 

I wonder if the inventors got the idea from H.G. Wells? 

Okay, so maybe we could survive without , but in 

his short story "From the London Times of 1904" (published in 1898), Mark 

Twain described a more significant invention-the Internet (specifically, video 

blogging)! Imagine what the world would be like without the Internet. Thank 

you, Mr. Twain. Thank you, science fiction! 

Add a comment 
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Mini-Dictionary 
page 163 

Discussion & Writing 

1. What is the most important invention of the past 50 years? Why is it
important? In the chart, make notes about the invention you have �hosen.

Name of the invention: 

Why the invention is important: 

2. Group work. Explain your ideas from question 1 to your group.

3. Write a summary of your group's ideas about the most important inventions
of the past 50 years.

Words to Remember 

NOUNS VERBS ADJECTIVES 

attitude avoid accurate 
background destroy basic 
basis manage precise 
development prevent pure 
minority rapid 
progress vast 
proportion 
standard 
technique 
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Before You Read 

A. Connect with the topic. Identify the profession of each "genius" from the
past in the chart below. Then think of someone with a different profession
to add to the chart.

Galileo 

Mozart 

Dickens 

invented the first telescope 

composed more than 600 pieces 

of music 

wrote many famous novels 

B. Pair work. Compare charts with your partner. Based on this information,
how would you define the word "genius"?

C. Preview the reading. Look quickly over the reading on pages 133-135 to
complete the Previewing Chart below.

Previewing Chart www.irLanguage.com 

1. Title of the reading: __________________ _

2. Names of people in the reading. 3. Key words. (What words appear
(List 3 more.) several times? List 3 more.) 

Darwin genius 

4. Read the first paragraph and the headings. What do you think the
reading is probably about?
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Reac:ling Passage 

The Art of Genius: Six Ways to Think Like Einstein 
by Michael Michalke

from The Futurist!Utne Reader

How do geniuses come up with ideas? What links the thinking 
style that produced Mona Lisa with the one that spawned1 the
theory of relativity? What can we learn from the thinking strategies 
of the Galileos, Edisons, and Mozarts (see painting) of history? 

5 For years, scholars tried to study genius by analyzing statistics. 
In 1904, Havelock Ellis noted that most geniuses were fathered by 
men older than 30, had mothers younger than 25, and usually were 
sickly children. Other researchers reported that many were celibate2

(Descartes), fatherless (Dickens), or motherless (Darwin). In the 
10 end, the data illuminated nothing. 

Academics also tried to measure the links between intelligence 
and genius. But they found that run-of-the-mill physicists had IQs 

AUDI© 
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much higher than Nobel Prize winner and extraordinary genius irLanguage.com 
Richard Feynman, whose IQ was a merely respectable 122. Genius is not 

15 about mastering 14 languages at the age of seven or even being especially 
smart. Creativity is not the same as intelligence. 

Most people of average intelligence can figure out the expected 
conventional response to a given problem. For example, when asked, "What 
is one-half of 13?" most of us immediately answer six and one-half. That's 

20 because we tend to think reproductively. When confronted with a problem, 
we sift through what we've been taught and what has worked for us in the 
past, select the most promising approach, and work toward the solution. 

Geniuses, on the other hand, think productively. They ask: "How many 
different ways can I look at this probleni?" and "How many ways can I 

25 solve it?" A productive thinker, for example, would find a number of ways 
to "halve 13": 

6.5 
1/3 =land 3 
THIRTEEN =4 

30 XI/II= 11 and 2

1 spawned gave birth to; was responsible for
2 celibate not active sexually 
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The mark of genius is the willingness to explore all the alternatives, 
not just the most likely solution. Reproductive thinking fosters rigidity.3

This is why we often fail when we're confronted with a new problem 
that appears on the surface to be similar to others we've solved, but is, 

35 in fact, significantly different. Interpreting a problem through your past 
experience will inevitably lead you astray.4 If you think the way you've 
always thought, you'll get what you've always gotten. 

For centuries, the Swiss dominated the watch industry. But in 1968, 
when a U.S. inventor unveileds a battery-powered watch at the World 

40 Watch Congress, every Swiss watch manufacturer rejected it because it 
didn't fit their limited paradigm.6 Meanwhile, Seiko, a Japanese electronics 
company, took one look at the invention and proceeded to change the 
future of the world watch market. 

By studying the notebooks, correspondence, and conversations of 
45 some of the world's great thinkers in science, art, and industry, scholars 

have identified the following thinking strategies that enable geniuses to 
generate original ideas: 

I. Geniuses look at problems from all angles.7 Sigmund Freud's
analytical methods were designed to find details that didn't fit

so traditional paradigms in order to come up with a completely new
point of view. To solve a problem creatively, you must abandon the
first approach that comes to mind, which usually stems from past
experience, and reconceptualize the problem. 8 Geniuses do not merely
solve existing problems; they identify new ones.

ss 2. Geniuses make their thought visible. Geniuses develop visual and 
spatial abilities that allow them to display information in new ways. 
The explosion of creativity in the Renaissance was tied to the 
development of graphic illustration during that period, notably the 
scientific diagrams of Leonardo da Vinci and Galileo Galilei. Galileo 

60 revolutionized science by making his thought graphically visible while 
his contemporaries used more conventional means. 

3. Geniuses produce. Thomas Edison held 1,093 patents,9 still a record.
He guaranteed a high level of productivity by giving himself idea
quotas: 10 one minor invention every ten days and a major invention

3 fosters rigidity leads to uncreative thinking 
4 lead you astray take you in the wrong direction 
5 unveiled showed for the first time 
6 paradigm model that shows how something works 
7 look at something from all angles think about something from many different perspectives
8 reconceptualize the problem find creative new ways to think about and solve the problem 
9 held patents owned the rights to new inventions

10 idea quota minimum number of new ideas within a certain time period
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65 every six months. Johann Sebastian Bach wrote a cantata11 every week,
even when he was sick or exhausted. Wolfgang Mozart produced more 
than 600 pieces of music. 

4. Geniuses make novel combinations. Like playful children with
buckets of building blocks, 12 geniuses constantly combine and

70 recombine ideas, images, and thoughts. The laws of heredity13 were
developed by Gregor Mendel, who combined mathematics and biology
to create a new science of genetics.

5. Geniuses force relationships. Their facilityl4 to connect the -
unconnected enables geniuses to see things others miss. Da Vinci

75 noticed the similarity between the sound of a bell and a stone hitting
water-and concluded that sound travels in waves.

6. Geniuses prepare themselves for chance. Whenever we attempt to
do something and fail, we end up doing something else. That's the first
principle of creative accident. We may ask ourselves why we have

so failed to do what we intended, which is a reasonable question. But the
creative accident leads to the question: What have we done? Answering
that one in a novel, unexpected way is the essential creative act. It is not
luck, but creative insight of the highest order. 1s

This may be the most important lesson of all: When you find something
85 interesting, drop everything and go with it. Too many talented people fail 

to make significant leaps of imagination because they've become fixated on 
their pre-conceived plan. 16 But not the truly great minds. They don't wait
for gifts of chance; they make them happen. 

Word Count: 87 4 Reading Time: __ _ Words per Minute: __ _ 
(Minutes) (Word Count/Reading Time) 

About the Source 

Utne Reader is a bi-monthly magazine that publishes articles from over 2,000 
sources. Subtitled "The Best of the Alternative Media," Utne Reader covers 
topics including race, feminism, environment, global politics, art, media, humor,
relationships, and in-depth news. 

· 

11 cantata piece of religious music with singing
12 building blocks small pieces of wood that children play with
13 heredity scientific process of passing qualities from parents to children
14 facility ability to do something well
IS highest order highest level or quality 
l6 become fixated on their pre-conceived plan are only able to think about their original plan 
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� ] After You Read 
Understanding the Text 

A. Comprehension
For each item below, fill in the correct circle.

1. Finding the Main Idea The main idea of the reading is:

@ Genius€s are different from other people because they work hard.

® Geniuses are different from other people because they think productively.

© The most intelligent people are not necessarily geniuses.

@ There aren't many geniuses in the world.

2. Scanning for Details According to paragraph 3, which of the following
statements is true about Richard Feynman?

@ He had an unusually high IQ.

® He could speak many languages.

© He did not have an unusually high IQ.

® He was not highly creative.

3. Using Context The word illuminated in line 10 is closest in meaning to __ .

@ showed © made sick 

® helped ® designed 

4. Using Context

@ teaching

® finding

The word mastering in line 15 is closest in meaning to _. 

© learning 

@ solving 

5. Making Inferences It may be concluded that the author thinks that Galileo
was a genius because __ .

@ he was very intelligent © he was a creative thinker

® he worked hard CID he mastered many languages

B. Consider the Issues
Work with a partner to answer the questions below.

1. How are geniuses different from the rest of the population? What special
abilities or skills do geniuses have that other people don't have?

2. The author outlines six "thinking strategies" that help geniuses develop
original ideas. In your opinion, which of these strategies is most important

to the success of a scientist? An artist? A businessperson? Why?
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Building Vocabulary 

Understanding Adjective and Adverb Suffixes 

Many adjectives in English are formed by adding a suffix at the end of a verb 
or noun. The most common suffixes are -al, -ent, -ive, -ous, -Jul, and -less. 

Example: father (noun)+ -less (suffix)= fatherless (adjective) 

Many adverbs in English are formed by adding the suffix -ly at the end 
of adjectives. 

Example: productive (adjective)+ -ly (suffix)= productively (adverb) 

You can easily expand your vocabulary by learning the different forms of 
a word. You can keep track of the words you learn in a word form chart 
like the one in Activity A below. 

A. Scan the reading on pages 133-135 to find either the adjective or adverb
form of each word in the chart below. Then use what you know about
suffixes to write the other form of the word.

2. significance signify

3. productivity produce

4. play play 

5. vision envision 

6. convention

7. origin

8. creativity create 

9. space space 

10. difference differ 

B. Now use a word from the chart to complete each sentence below. (More
than one answer may be possible.)

1. The birth of a child is a event in the development of a family.

2. Geniuses are more ____ than ordinary people.

3. Artists usually have very good _____ memories. They can
remember clearly what they saw.

4. A suit and tie is ____ office attire for a male professional in the
United States.

5. I live in England now, but I'm ____ from Turkey.
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Reading Sl<ill 

Paraphrasing 
Paraphrasing means saying the same thing with different words. 
Paraphrasing helps you to understand and remember what you have read. 

When you paraphrase a sentence, you use different words and different 
grammatical structures, but you don't change the meaning of the original 
sentence. 

Original sentence: Creativity is not the same as intelligence. 
/'Good paraphrase: Being creative and being intelligent are different things. 
XBad paraphrase: Creativity is different from intelligence. (too similar) 
X Bad paraphrase: It's difficult to be intelligent and creative. 

(different meaning) 

A. Analyze the Reading
Ask yourself the questions in the box to evaluate each set of paraphrases
below. Then choose the best paraphrase in each group.

Is it different enough from the original? Does it contain the same information? 

I. Original: For years, scholars tried to study geniuses by analyzing statistics.

Paraphrase: a. To learn about geniuses, researchers spent years looking at
statistics. 

b. Scholars attempted to study geniuses for years by analyzing
statistics.

c. Researchers have spent a lot of time analyzing geniuses.

2. Original: The mark of a genius is the willingness to explore all the
alternatives, not just the most likely solution. 

Paraphrase: a. The sign of a genius is the willingness to look into all the 
alternatives, not just the most likely solution. 

b. A genius is someone who is willing to ignore the most
likely solution.

c. Geniuses don't look for the most obvious solution to a
problem; they want to look at all the possible solutions.

3. Original: To solve a problem creatively, you must abandon the first
approach that comes to mind. 

Paraphrase: a. If you want to be a creative problem solver, you can't always 
go with your first idea. 

b. You must abandon the first idea that comes to mind to
solve a problem creatively.

c. If you want to approach an idea creatively, you must
abandon it.
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8. Apply the Reading Skill
Choose one of the facts about Einstein below and paraphrase it. Then ask your
classmates to evaluate your paraphrase.

FIVe Fascinating Facts About Albert Einstein 

As a child, Albert Einstein was slow to speak. 
Even at the age of six, he did not speak well. 
He thought for a long time before answering 
a question, and his parents were afraid he 
was abnormal. 

Einstein hated the strict discipline of 
school and certain subjects that required 
memorization. When asked what work the 
boy should pursue, a class teacher said it 
did not matter; he would never make 
a success of anything. 

Thinking back on his childhood, Einstein felt that his backwardness actually helped 
him. A "normal" adult does not stop to think about space and time, he said, because 
he has already done so as a child. In his case, because he wondered about the 
universe after he was grown, he went into it more deeply. 

He tried to make life as simple as possible so that he would have more time for his 
work. He wore his hair long in later years so he world not have to go to the barber, 
and he felt socks were unnecessary. 

Einstein died at the age of 76. He did not want a funeral, grave, or monument. He 
also did not want his house turned into a museum, and he wanted his office used by 
others. He left his brain to research, but doctors found nothing unusual in its size, 
weight, or formation. 

My paraphrase: 

n5
e�

� 
ir Language.com 
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Mini-Dictionary I page 163 

Discussion & Writing 

I. Who are the geniuses of our time? Think of a rpodern-day genius and add
notes to the chart below.

Name I Profession j Why a g�nius? 

Oktay Sinanoglu scientist very productive 

combines ideas in different ways 

experiments with different sciences 

2. Write a paragraph describing the person you chose. Explain why you think
this person is a genius.

Example

5omt ptoplt CCIII Ot:tay 5inanoglu 'int TurKish 6insttin." Ht is TurKty's 
most famous uie-ntist and the- winntr of many inftrnational awards for his 
contributions to uitntt. UKt most ge-niuf,tf,, 5inanoglu has a high ltvtl of 
productivity. Ht compltttd his Ph.D. in only two ytars and btU1mt a fall 
proftssor at Yale- UnivtrMty at tht age- of 2t,f 5inanoglu also has a ge-nius's 
ability to put idtas into ntw combinafions. for txamplt, although ht spuializ.es 
in thtmistry and moluular biology, his rtstarth also draws from mathtmatits. 
Additionally, 5inanoglu has worKtd for improvtmtnfs in tduU1tion and for the, 
preurvation of tht ,urKish language and culture. 

Words to Remember 

NOUNS : VERBS ADJECTIVES 

alternative : ab{lndon essential 
image analyze extraordinary 
link confront significant 
method dominate 
view enable 

generate 
intend 
note 
proceed 
tend 
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Chapter 1 Culture and Language Notes 

Benefits Benefits (or employee benefits) are ways of compensating employees 
in addition to their regular earnings. Some examples of benefits are health 
insurance, retirement savings plans, childcare, money for education, vacation 
days, and sick days. 

Revenue Revenue (also called gross income) is the total amount of money an 
organization earns during a specific period of time, for the goods it sells or 
the services it provides. From this amount, business costs are subtracted to 
determine the net income. 

Attorney In the United States, the terms attorney and lawyer are used 
interchangeably. An attorney is someone who has attended law school, 
passed an exam, and practices law. Some attorneys and lawyers work in court 
(bringing cases to trial), and some do not. A corporate attorney might write 
legal documents or advise the company on business proposals. In some other 
countries (Canada, the UK, and Australia, for example), there are two types of 
attorneys called barristers and solicitors. 

Vice president of corporate communications A vice president is the second
highest ranking person in an American organization, following the president. 
Within an organization, corporate communications is a department that shares 
the company's news, practices, or goals with the public. Another term for this 
department is public relations. 

irLanguage.com 
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Chapter 2 Culture and Language Notes 

Africa Separated from Europe by the Mediterranean Sea, Africa is the second 
largest continent with the second highest population (one billion people). 
Almost 15% of the world's population lives in Africa. Anthropologists 
consider Africa to be the oldest inhabited place and have found signs of 
humans living there seven million years ago. There are 54 countries in Africa, 
and over 2,000 languages are spoken. The most visited places in Africa are 
Egypt and South Africa. 

Soccer Soccer is a sport in which two teams try to kick a ball into a goal at 
the opposing team's end of a field. The sport is known to most countries as 
football, but it is called soccer in the United States and Canada. (American 
football is a sport involving a different type of ball and more ways of moving 
the ball toward a goal.) Soccer is a very old sport, dating back to the ancient 
Greeks and Romans. Today it is extremely popular worldwide, especially in 
South America and Africa. The biggest international soccer competition is the 
World Cup, which takes place every four years. 

Philippines A chain of 7,107 islands makes up the southeastern Asian country 
of the Philippines. Many of the islands are mountainous and covered with 
tropical rainforest. A population of 92 million people makes the Philippines the 
twelfth most populous country in the world. In addition, 11 million Filipinos 
(people from the Philippines) live in other parts of the world. The Philippines 
were first controlled by Spain (in the 1500s) and later by the United States. The 
Philippines became an independent country after World War II, but English, 
along with Filipino, are the official languages today. 

Indonesia Located near the Philippines in Southeast Asia, Indonesia is an 
island country. It is made up of 17,508 islands, of which 6,000 are inhabited. 
The biggest, most well-known islands are Java, Sumatra, Borneo, and New 
Guinea. With a population of 238 million, Indonesia is the world's fourth 
most populous country. It is also a diverse country, with thousands of 
regional languages and 300 ethnic groups. The landscape of Indonesia has 
many natural resources, including beaches and jungles, which have drawn 
international tourists to the region ( especially to the island of Bali). It also 
has 150 active volcanoes and experiences frequent earthquakes. 

World Economic Forum The World Economic Forum, based in Switzerland, 
is an international organization that promotes new business ideas to help the 
world. Its members believe that economic progress and social development 
go together. The organization also encourages world leaders to become more 
involved in local communities. The Young Global Leaders Forum chooses 
100-200 young leaders from all over the world every year to share their ideas
at conferences and other events. The biggest annual conference is held in
Davos, Switzerland.
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Chapter 3 Culture and Language Notes 

Harvard University Harvard University is the oldest and most famous 
university in North America. Founded in 1636, Harvard is a private 
university located in Cambridge, Massachusetts, near Boston. There are about 
18,000 undergraduate and graduate students at Harvard and 2,000 faculty 
members. Barack Obama, John F. Kennedy, and six other United States 
presidents were Harvard University graduates, and more than 40 members 
of its faculty have been Nobel Prize winners. 

Senior Seniors are students in their final year of high school or college. First
year students are called freshmen; second-year students are sophomores; and 
students in their third year of high school or college are juniors. 

Learning team A learning team, also called a study group, is a group of 
students that meets on a regular basis to talk about class readings, study for 
exams, and do other things to improve the students' grades. 

Highlighting and margin notes Highlighting and taking margin notes are 
two ways to help you record and remember important information when 
you read. You highlight by using a colored pen to mark the important words, 
sentences, or paragraphs that you want to remember and review later. You 
write margin notes next to important ideas in the book you are reading. (The 
margin is the white space around the edges of the page.) Your margin notes 
could be of various types: 

• General reactions to the reading ( e.g., Great idea!)
• Connections between the reading and your own life (e.g., This city

sounds like the place where I grew up.)
• Questions about the reading ( e.g., What is the main idea here?)

Office hours Most professors in American universities hold office hours every 
week to help students with any questions they have. Professors usually set 
aside three to four hours at the same time each week for their office hours. 
Students usually do not need to make an appointment to visit their professors 
during office hours. It is a time for a professor and a student to have a more 
casual conversation and for the professor to give help and advice. 

National survey A national survey is used to find out public opinion on a 
particular issue. There are many professional groups and companies that take 
national surveys. They ask hundreds or thousands of people the same set of 
questions and then report the results. Many businesses use national surveys 
to see how popular or effective their products are. During election campaigns, 
national surveys are often used to show how popular the different candidates 
are or how the voters feel about specific political issues. 
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Chapter 4 Culture and Language Notes 

Learning disabilities Some students have learning disabilities, or problems 
with learning, which make it hard for the brain to receive, process, analyze, 
or store information. Learning disabilities can affect people's ability to 
concentrate (to focus attention on something), read, write, speak, understand 
visual information, or do math. Learning disabilities are not the same as 
learning styles, which describe the ways in which people learn most effectively, 
e.g., through seeing, through listening, etc. Learning disabilities do not go 
away, but after a disability is diagnosed, students can work with a special tutor 
or teacher, or use special equipment, to improve their ability to learn. Learning 
disabilities do not affect a person's intelligence; many geniuses, such as Albert 
Einstein, have had learning disabilities. 

Institute for Learning and Brain Sciences Located at the University of 
Washington in Seattle, Washington, the Institute for Learning and Brain 
Sciences studies how humans learn. Its members conduct research on learning 
and development at all stages of life. Researchers come from various academic 
disciplines (fields of study), such as psychology, biology, linguistics, education, 
and neuroscience. They communicate their research results to people all over 
the world who are interested in the science oflearning. 

Electrical language pathways Electrical language pathways in the brain are 
also called neural pathways, or nerves (which run by electricity). These nerves 
control how the brain processes language. 
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Chapter 5 Culture and Language Notes 

Rorschach test In 1921, a German psychologist named Hermann Rorschach 
created a psychological test based on ten images of inkblots (ink patterns on 
paper). The test is also known as the Rorschach Inkblot Test or the Inkblot Test. 
The ten inkblots appear to have no meaning. However, Rorschach believed 
that a person's interpretations of the shapes, and how they answered questions 
about them, could give information about a person's personality and emotions. 
The test was the most popular psychological test used in tha 1960s. The test 
is still sometimes used today, though critics think it is not valid or reliable, 
especially since the inkblot images are widely available for viewing. 

Aztecs The Aztecs were made up of several ethnic groups of people who lived 
in central Mexico in the 14th, 15th, and 16th centuries. The first Aztecs built 
a big and powerful city in what is now known as Mexico City. They gradually 
conquered (took over) surrounding areas and expanded their empire so that 
it covered much of Central Mexico. During the time of Spanish colonization 
of the Americas, the Spanish conqueror Hernan Cortes led an attack on 
the Aztecs. The Aztec Empire fell in 1521 when the last Aztec emperor 
surrendered to Hernan Cortes. The Spanish rebuilt the capital city and 
renamed it Mexico City. 

Indra Indra is a character in Hindu mythology. He is the king of the gods, 
a great warrior, defending both gods and humans against evil. He is also 
known as the god of war and the god of weather (specifically, of storms, rain, 
and thunder). In art, he is commonly shown as a thunder god, carrying a 
lightning bolt as a weapon. 

Heng O Heng O ( or Heng-0) is the Chinese goddess of the moon. According 
to legend, she tried to steal from her husband a drink that would make her live 
forever and let her rise up to Heaven. Her husband caught her drinking it and 
stopped her before she finished. Since she only finished half of the drink, she 
could not rise as far as she wanted to and instead settled on the moon. 

Plutarch (c. 46-120 CE) Plutarch was a historian, biographer, and essay writer 
who was born in Greece and later became a Roman citizen. He is famous 
for writing The Lives of the Roman Emperors from Augustus to Vitellius and 
Parallel Lives, a series of biographies of famous Greeks and Romans. His 
writings were a great influence on English and French literature. 

Aristarchus (c. 310-230 BCE) Aristarchus of Samos was a Greek mathematician 
and astronomer. He was the first to disagree with Aristotle's idea that the sun 
moved around the earth, and to suggest instead that the earth moved around 
the sun. He was also one of the first people to try to calculate the sizes and 
distances of the sun and the moon. 
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Chapter 6 . Culture and Language Notes 

Culture shock Culture shock is the feeling some people experience when they 
travel to a new country or part of the world for the first time. Sometimes the 
food, style of dress, and other aspects of life in a new country are so different 
that people have a hard time adjusting to this new way of life. Culture shock 
can last for days, weeks, or even months. 

Melbourne Melbourne is the capital of Victoria, a state in the southeastern 
part of Australia. There are roughly 3,900,000 people in Melbourne, the 
second largest city in Australia, after Sydney. Melbourne was established by 
English settlers in 1835 and is the youngest city of its size in the world. It is 
a busy trade and manufacturing center that has attracted immigrants from 
many countries, including Greece, Italy, Poland, Turkey, Cambodia, and 
Vietnam. 

Boston College Boston College (BC) is a major American university located 
just outside Boston in Chestnut Hill, Massachusetts. Founded in 1863, BC 
is one of the oldest and largest Catholic universities in the United States, 
with 9,200 undergraduates and 4,000 graduate students. In 2010, there were 
students from 93 different countries studying at BC. 

Exchange students Exchange students go to schools or universities 
outside of their home countries. Each year, more than 1,200,000 students 
around the world leave their home countries to study abroad. Roughly 
670,000 international students come each year to study at colleges or 
universities in the United States, while about 262,000 Americans study 
abroad. Many American colleges and universities recruit foreign students 
to study in their undergraduate and graduate programs. 

Boston Boston is the capital of the state of Massachusetts, about 200 miles 
north of New York City on the Atlantic Ocean. About 623,000 people live in 
the city itself, and about 5,000,000 live in the surrounding suburbs. Boston 
is one of the oldest and most historically important cities in North America; 
it was founded in 1630. The Revolutionary War between the American 
colonies and England began near Boston in 1775. Boston is known for its 
fine universities, beautiful architecture, and delicious seafood. 
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Australia Australia is the smallest continent on the planet and also one of the 
largest countries. It is located south of Asia between the Indian and Pacific 
Oceans. Australia's capital is Canberra, and the largest cities are Sydney, 
Melbourne, Brisbane, and Perth. The population of Australia is roughly 
22,500,000 people, with 91 % living in cities. The koala bear, kangaroo, and 
several other Australian animals are not found in the wild anywhere else in 
the world. 

Massachusetts Massachusetts is a state located on the Atlantic Ocean 
northeast of New York City. It was one of the 13 original American colonies. 
These colonies got their independence from England in 1783 when they 
became the United States of America. Roughly half the population of 
Massachusetts lives in and around the capital city of Boston. 

Eating disorders An eating disorder is a medical condition relating to food 
and weight. A person with an eating disorder uses dangerous methods to 
be thin, including starvation or abuse of diet pills. This behavior can result 
in serious health problems. Some researchers believe that 64% of American 
college women show some symptoms of an eating disorder. 

www.irLanguage.com 
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Chapter 7 Culture and Language Notes 

Gulf of Mexico The Gulf of Mexico is bordered by Mexico to the west and 
south, Texas and other U.S. states to the north, and the coast of Florida to the 
east. The ocean water in the Gulf of Mexico is usually calm and warm, but the 
area is occasionally hit by severe hurricanes. 

Super 8 movie Super 8mm film was a popular technology for making home 
movies in the 1960s and 1970s. These were called Super 8 movies. Parents 
would make movies of their families on vacation, during holidays, and on 
other special occasions. Videotape technology replaced Super 8 cameras in 
the 1980s, as video was easier and cheaper to use. 

North Carolina North Carolina is a U.S. state located in the southeastern part 
of the country along the Atlantic Ocean. North Carolina borders the states of 
Virginia, South Carolina, Tennessee, and Georgia. More than 9,250,000 people 
live in North Carolina, making it the tenth largest state by population in the 
United States. Raleigh is the capital, and Charlotte is its largest city. 

Florida Florida, an important U.S. tourist destination, is called The 
Sunshine State and is located in the southeastern corner of the United States. 
The weather is sunny and warm there for most of the year. There are miles and 
miles of beaches in Florida along the Atlantic Ocean and the Gulf of Mexico. 
Tallahassee, situated in the northern part of the state, is the capital, and Miami 
is its largest city. 

Boyfriend In North America, boyfriend means a man of any age who has a 
romantic relationship with someone else. Girlfriend is a similar expression that 
means a woman of any age who has a romantic relationship with someone else. 
However, a woman may also use the word girlfriend to refer to a woman friend. 
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Chapter 8 Culture and Language Notes 

Sophomore Sophomores are students in their second year of high school 
or college. First-year students are called freshmen; third-year students are 
called juniors; and students in their fourth year of high school or college are 
called seniors. 

Work part-time Many North American high school and university students 
work part-time while attending school. These students typically work five 
to 15 hours each week in the afternoons and evenings or on the weekends. 
A lot of students find part-time work in restaurants and retail stores or as 
baby-sitters. In general, people must be 14 years old to work legally in the 
United States, although the legal age varies according to the type of job. The 
U.S. Department of Labor has guidelines for the maximum number of hours 
which people under 18 can work. 

Straight As American students who get straight As usually score between 90 
an_d 100% on all of their tests and receive a grade of "I\' in all of their courses. 
The following chart shows, in general, the different grades given to students in 
the.United States and the corresponding percentages. 

Grade I Percentage (%) 

A 90-100

B 80-89

c 70-79

D 60-69

F (Fail) 0-59

Braille Braille is a system of writing for the blind in which patterns of raised 
dots represent letters, letter combinations (such as ch), some commonly used 
short words, numbers, and punctuation marks. It can also be used for writing 
music. Blind people read Braille by running their fingers over rows of the 
dot patterns. They can write in Braille by making the dot patterns themselves 
using special equipment. 
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Turkey Turkey, population 75,000,000, is located on the Anatolian peninsula 
and bridges Europe and Asia. Its European and Asian sections are marked 
by the Dardanelles, the Sea of Marmara, and the Bosphorus. Because the 
Anatolian peninsula is one of the oldest inhabited regions in the world, Turkey 
has a rich cultural heritage. It also has diverse geography: coastline, mountains, 
plains, and steppes. The greatest tourist attractions are the capital city of 
Istanbul, the caves and unusual volcanic landscapes of Cappadoccia, and the 
coast. The Mediterranean coast of Turkey averages 300 sunny days a year. 

Ottoman Empire The Ottoman Empire began in the early 14th century and 
lasted for six centuries. At its peak, it ruled the entire eastern Mediterranean 
region, much of Eastern Europe, and North Africa. The Ottoman Empire 
was most powerful under the reign of Mehrnet the Conqueror (1451-1481) 
who greatly expanded its rule. Another important leader of the Ottoman 
Empire was Sultan Suleyman the Magnificent (1520-1566) who made large 
improvements to Istanbul and extended Ottoman power to Vienna, Austria. 
The Ottoman Empire declined in the nineteenth century and broke up soon 
after World War I. 
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Chapter 9 Culture and Language Notes 

Political rally A large meeting held to support a politician or someone 
running for public office is called a political rally. At political rallies, you often 
hear loud music and shouting, as Lhese events are designed to excite people 
about a politician's ideas. 

Sermon A sermon is a type of speech similar to a lecture. It is usually given by 
a religious official and at a house of worship or a religious service. A sermon 
may explain a religious text to an audience, relate a past story to the present 
time, teach the importance of a religious tradition, or encourage listeners to 
embrace their religious faith. 

Pep rally Pep rallies are popular in North American schools. A pep rally 
is a large meeting before a sports event to show support for the school and 
the sports team. It is usually noisy, with a lot of yelling, chanting, and music 
(drums or a marching band). 

Mark Twain (1835-1910) Mark Twain, one of the u.s:s most famous authors, 
is best known for his novels The Adventures of Tom Sawyer and The Adventures 
of Huckleberry Finn. These novels have become classics of American literature 
and are used around the country to teach students in English literature classes. 

Tribute to the company treasurer on his/her retirement When an 
American businessperson leaves his or her job after many years, the company 
usually throws a retirement party. Colleagues typically honor the person 
by giving toasts, making speeches, and telling stories about the person's 
contributions to the company. 

Edward R. Murrow (1908-1965) Edward R. Murrow was one of the greatest 
American radio and television journalists. He provided Americans with radio 
news throughout World War II and became famous for his broadcasts from 
London's rooftops during the German bombing of that city. He was known 
throughout his life as an excellent public speaker. 
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Chapter 10 I Culture and language Notes 

Japan Located in northeast Asia, Japan is comprised of roughly 3,900 islands 
with 27,000 kilometers of coastline. The four largest Japanese islands are 
Kyushu, Shikoku, Hokkaido, and Honshu. With a population of 127 million, 
Japan is one of the most densely populated countries in the world. Roughly 
30 million people live in and around Tokyo, the nation's capital. 

Weste.m The term Western refers to people, places, or things relating to the 
West, the group of countries including Europe and the United States that share 
a heritage from Ancient Greece and the Roman Empire. We can, for example, 
refer to cars manufactured in Sweden, Germany, or the United States as 
Western cars. A person from the West is sometimes called a Westerner. We 
use the term Eastern to talk about Asian people, places, or things. 

Volleyball Volleyball was invented in the United States in 1895 when William 
G. Morgan decided to blend the elements of basketball, baseball, tennis, and
handball to create an exciting game that would involve minimal physical
contact. Indoor volleyball.became an Olympic sport in 1964 during the Tokyo
Olympics, while beach volleyball was introduced at Atlanta's Summer Olympic
Games in 1996. First made popular on the beaches of California, beach
volleyball is now played throughout the world and is especially popular with
Brazilians and others living in warm climates.

Bowling Enjoyed in over 90 countries around the world, bowling is especially 
popular in the United States, where 80 million people bowl at least once in 
a while. Bowling is also extremely popular in Japan. A discovery of objects 
found in an Egyptian grave seems to suggest that the sport has been around 
since 3200 BCE. 
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Letter of application If you are interested in working for an American 
company, you usually send a letter of application and a resume to the 
company's personnel, or human resources, department. Note that a letter 
of application is often called a cover letter. 

Resume A resume is a short summary of your education and job history. 
Most resumes are one to three pages long and include only the highlights of 
your experience. 

Help-wanted ad Many people in the United States find their jobs through 
help-wanted advertisements in newspapers or online. Companies are 
increasingly advertising their job openings on websites. When people are 
looking for a job, they review the ads and then send a letter of application 
and resume to the companies where they would like to work. 

Personnel The personnel department, also called the human resources 
department, handles the interviewing, hiring, and training of new employees 
in a company. It is also responsible for handling benefits like health insurance 
and retirement plans. If a company decides that an employee should be fired, 
the personnel department handles this process. 

District attorney A district attorney is a lawyer in the United States who 
works for the government. Many Americans refer to a district attorney as 
a D.A. A district attorney is usually responsible for prosecuting crimes within 
a particular area. 

Reference A reference can be two different things. Firstly, a reference can 
be a letter giving information about your skills and personality. This letter is 
usually written by a former teacher or employer and is often sent to a company 
for which you would like to work. A reference can also be a person whom an 
employer contacts to ask questions about your background. 
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Spain Spain is the third largest country in Europe and is located in the 
southwestern corner of the continent. The population of Spain is 46,000,000. 
Tourism brings 57,000,000 visitors to the country each year. Madrid is the 
capital, and other important cities include Barcelona, Valencia, Seville, and 
Granada. 

Common Market The official name for the Common Market is the European 
Union (EU). The 27 countries in the EU cooperate in a variety of economic 
and political areas. In 1999, the EU introduced the euro, a currency that can be 
used in most European countries. In 2002, the euro replaced several national 
currencies. 

Countries in the EU are: Austria, Belgium, Bulgaria, Cyprus, the Czech 
Republic, Denmark, Estonia, Finland, France, Germany, Greece, Hungary, 
Italy, Latvia, Lithuania, Luxembourg, Malta, the Netherlands, Poland, 
Portugal, Republic of Ireland, Romania, Slovakia, Slovenia, Spain, Sweden, 
and the United Kingdom. 

Siesta Siesta is the Spanish word for a nap, or a short period of sleep in the 
middle of the day. Many people in Spain and Latin America take a siesta in the 
afternoon following their lunch. The typical siesta is from 2:00 to 4:30. In the ' 
past, almost everyone in Spain took a siesta every day. While this tradition is 
still popular, fewer people stop for a siesta nowadays. Especially in large cities 
like Madrid and Barcelona, many professional people work from 9:00 to 5:00 
with only a short break for lunch. 

Madrid Madrid, a city of 3,200,000 people, is the capital of Spain. Located at 
roughly 600 meters above sea level, Madrid is a city with very hot summers 
and cool winters. The Palacio Real, the enormous royal palace where Spain's 
king and queen live, is located in the middle of the city. 

154 I Culture and Language Notes



Chapter 13 Culture and Language Notes 

Standard of living The standard of living is a way to describe the quality 
of living conditions for an individual or of a country. You can measure the 
standard ofliving in a country by looking at the average salary, the general 
quality of housing and health care, the availability of good food, educational 
opportunities, etc. The adjectives high and low describe the standard of living 
in a country or region, e.g., The standard of living in Sweden is high. 

Frankenstein The creature from the Frankenstein movies is the best-known 
monster in movie history. Originally, Frankenstein was a character in a novel
written by Mary Shelley in 1818. This novel, and many of the films based on it, 
is the story of a "mad scientist" who creates a monster that eventually kills him. 
The famous Hollywood movie Frankenstein {1931) is based on Shelley's novel. 

Science fiction Science fiction is a kind of fiction that deals with possible 
future results of new technologies. Science fiction books and movies often 
focus on people living in space or aliens from other worlds who visit Earth. 
Famous science fiction writers include Isaac Asimov and Ray Bradbury. 
The Star Wars and Star Trek films are some of the most popular and famous 
science fiction movies of the late 20th century. 

Acid rain Acid rain is rain that contains a level of acid that is harmful to the 
environment. It is normal for rainwater to have a certain amount of add. 
However, when dangerous chemicals from cars and factories mix with rain, 
the percentage of add in the rain can become too high. When this add rain 
falls, it can hurt or kill plants and animals. 

Greenhouse effect The greenhouse effect refers to the way that gases in 
the atmosphere around the Earth act like the glass ceiling in a greenhouse. 
Greenhouses are glass buildings that cover flowers and plants so that they can 
stay warm and grow in the winter. Like a greenhouse, the Earth's atmosphere 
keeps the heat from the Sun near the Earth so that we stay warm. In recent 
years, scientists have found that some forms of air pollution in the atmosphere 
are keeping more heat inside. If greenhouse gases continue to increase, rising 
temperatures could cause climate changes and result in environmental disasters. 

Genetic engineering Genetic engineering is an area of science that deals with 
studying and changing the natural development of plants and animals. By 
changing the DNA, or genetic structure, of a living thing, scientists can affect 
the way it grows. For example, they can create new kinds of tomatoes that stay 
fresh longer. Many people think that this example demonstrates a good use of
genetic engineering. However, others feel that modifying living things in this 
way may not be completely safe in the long term. 

155 



Molecular biology Molecular biology is an area of science that focuses mainly 
on cells, the smallest independently-working parts of living things. Molecular 
biologists are interested in learning about how cells work and interact with 
each other. Molecular biology also has much in common with other areas of 
scientific study, such as chemistry and genetics. 

East-West tensions After World War II , the communist Soviet Union had 
control of eastern Europe, while the governments of western Europe and other 
democracies like the United States and Canada cooperated with each other to 
stop the spread of communism. This period of East- West tensions was called 
the Cold War. During the Cold War, countries on both sides built nuclear 
weapons and developed strong armies in case they had to go to war. In the 
late 1980s, however, many countries in eastern Europe began to reject Soviet 
control. By 1995, there were democracies throughout eastern Europe and the 
former Soviet Union. During the 1990s, East-West tensions were greatly reduced. 
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Mona Lisa The Mona Lisa is probably the most famous painting in Western 
art. It was painted by Leonardo da Vinci in 1504. Thousands of people see the 
Mona Lisa every day in the Louvre Museum in Paris. The Mona Lisa is a small 
picture of a wealthy woman from Florence, Italy, who seems to be smiling 
very slightly. For 500 years, people have talked about what this mysterious 
smile means. 

Theory of relativity Albert Einstein ( 1879-1955) is one of the greatest 
scientists the world has ever known. His general theory of relativity explains 
his theory of gravity, as well as more general scientific concepts. ( Gravity 
refers to the force which causes objects to fall toward Earth.) Published in 
1915, Einstein's theory of relativity is a general framework that allows us to 
understand the birth of our universe, its current structure, and ideas about the 
future development of the solar system. 

Galileo Galilei (1564-1642) Galileo was a famous Italian astronomer and 
mathematician. After developing the first telescope, Galileo spent much of 
his time observing and writing about the stars and planets. He was the first to 
discover, for example, the moons around the planet Jupiter. 

Thomas Alva Edison (1847-1931) The American inventor Thomas Alva 
Edison is responsible for a large number of inventions that have changed our 
world. He is best known for inventing the light bulb and the record player, 
but these are only two of his more than 1 ,000 inventions. Edison also 
developed the carbon transmitter that allowed Alexander Graham Bell to 
invent the telephone. 

Wolfgang Amadeus Mozart (1756-1791) The Austrian musician Wolfgang 
Amadeus Mozart was one of the greatest composers of classical music. Mozart 
was an amazing child who could play and write great music by the age of 
six. During his short life, Mozart composed more than 600 pieces of music. 
These include the operas The Marriage of Figaro and Don Giovanni as well 
as 41 symphonies and many concertos. Amadeus is a popular American film 
about the composer's life. 

IQ An IQ is used to measure a person's level of intelligence. The letters IQ 

stand for intelligence quotient. IQ tests measure certain mental abilities that 
have been traditionally associated with intelligence. On an IQ test, the average 
score is 100. Many people argue that an IQ test is not a good way to measure a 
person's intelligence because it only tests a few abilities. In the past few years, 
educational researchers have argued that we should look at many factors when 
measuring a person's intelligence, such as the ability to get along with others, 
athletic skills, or musical ability. 

157 



Nobel Prize Six Nobel Prizes are given each year to people who have made 
the most important contributions in the fields of physics, chemistry, medicine, 
economics, and literature, as well as to the person or people who have done 
the most to promote peace in the world. The Nobel Prizes were established 
by the Swedish inventor Alfred Bernhard Nobel and were first given in 1901. 
Receiving a Nobel Prize is considered by many to be one of the greatest honors 
in the world. 

Richard Feynman (1918-1988) Richard Feynman was an American physicist 
from New York who is most famous for his work on the Manhattan Project 
from 1941 to 1945. On this top-secret project, Feynman and a group of 
other scientists worked to develop the first atomic bombs. Twenty years later, 
Feynman won the 1965 Nobel Prize in physics for his work in a field called 
quantum electrodynamics. 

Sigmund Freud (1856-1939) Sigmund Freud is the father of psychoanalysis 
and the most important person in the history of psychology. Psychoanalysis 
is a medical method of curing mental illness. Freud was an Austrian doctor 
who began experimenting in the 1890s with a "talking cure" to assist his 
patients who were mentally ill. In 1900, Freud published his most important 
book, The Interpretation of Dreams. Throughout his career, Freud argued that 
thinking and talking about your dreams was an important way to achieve 
mental health. 

Renaissance Renaissance is a French word that means rebirth. We use this 
term to refer to the period in Europe between roughly 1400 and 1550. For 
more than 1000 years, the writings and the art of the Greeks and Romans 
had been forgotten by Europeans. The Renaissance was a time of "rebirth" 
because of a new interest in classical Greek and Roman art and ideas. Great 
masterpieces like da Vinci's Mona Lisa and Michelangelo's statue David were 
completed during the High Renaissance, the final years of this period in history. 

Leonardo da Vinci (1452 -1519) Leonardo da Vinci was a remarkable man; 
an exceptional painter, architect, sculptor, and engineer, he was perhaps the 
greatest genius of the Italian Renaissance. His most famous painting is the 
Mona Lisa. Da Vinci's notebooks show his amazing understanding of the 
human body, as well as his creative ideas for many inventions that we have 
today, including the contact lens and the airplane. 
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Mini-Dictionary 
All dictionary content is taken from the Oxford American Dictionary for learners 
of English© Oxford University Press. All words in the Mini-Dictionary are from 
the Oxford 30001"' word list. The Oxford 3000™ are the words that are used 
most often across the widest range of contexts, so they are important words 
to know, and to know well. 

rJ!m Academic Word List 

The Academic Word List contains 570 words that are commonly used in academic English. 

a-ban-don rJ!m /a'bamdan/ verb to stop 
doing something without finishing it or 
without achieving what you wanted to 
do: The search for the missing sailors was 
abandoned after two days. 

a-bil,i·ty /a'btlati/ noun the mental or 
physical power or skill that makes it 
possible to do something: A person of his 
ability will have no difficulty getting a job. 

a,buse /a'byuz/ verb to treat someone 
badly, often violently: The victim had been 
sexually abused. 

ac-cu-rate rJ!m /'rekyarat/ adj. careful 
and exact; without mistakes: an accurate 
description of the house 

a·chieve-ment mm /a'tJivmant/ noun

something that is done successfully, 
especially through hard work or skill: 
She considered the book her greatest 
achievement. 

ac-tion /'rekJn/ verb 
take action to do something in order 
· to solve a problem, etc.: The governor
promised to take action to reduce
unemployment in the state.

ac·tu·al /'rektJual/ adj. real; that 
happened: The actual damage to the car 
was not as great as we had thought it
might be. 

a,dapt rJ!m /a'drept/ verb to change 
something so that you can use it in a 
different situation: The van was adapted 
for use by a person in a wheelchair. 

ad-just rlm /a'd3Ast/ verb to get used to 
new conditions or a new situation: She 
found it hard to adjust to working at night. 

ad-van-tage /ad'vamt1d3/ noun

something that may help you to do better 
than other people: Her management 
experience gave her an advantage over 
other job candidates. 

ag-gres-sive /a'gri;sxv/ adj. using or 
showing force or pressure in order to 
succeed: an aggressive salesman 

al-ter·na-tive rJ!m /ol'tarnatrv/ noun

one of two or more things that you 
can choose �etween: There are several 
alternatives available to us right now. 

am·bi·tion /rem'b1Jn/ noun a strong 
desire to be successful, to have power, 
etc.: One problem with young people today 
is their lack of ambition. 

an·a·l·yze fJ!m /'renala1z/ verb to look 
at or think about the different parts or 
details of something carefully in order 
to understand or explain it: The water

samples are now being analyzed in a 
laboratory. 

an·tic,i,pate fJ!m /ren'tisapert/ verb 
to expect something to happen (and 
to prepare for it): I anticipate that the 
situation will get worse. 

anx·i·e·ty /retJ'zaratil noun a feeling of 
worry or fear, especially about the future: 
There are anxieties over the ef{ects of 
unemployment. 

ap·pre·ci-ate rlm /a'priJie1t/ verb to 
enjoy something or to understand the 
value of someone or something: My boss 
doesn't appreciate me. 

ap-proach rlm /a'proutJ/ noun a way 
of dealing with someone or something: 
Parents don't always know what approach 
to take with teenagers. 

ap,pro·pri-ate fJ!m /a'proupriat/ adj. 
suitable or right for a particular situation, 
person, use, etc.: I don't think this movie 
is appropriate for children. 

ar-gu-ment /'argyumant/ noun the 
reason(s) that you give to support your 
opinion about something: His

.
argument 

was that if they bought a smaller car, they 
would save money. 
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as·pect rll!i!I! /'respekt/ noun one of the 
qualities or parts of a situation, idea, 
problem, etc.: This is the most important 
aspect of the debate. 

as·sume rll!i!I! /a'sum/ verb to accept
or believe that something is true even 
though you have no proof; to expect 
something to be true: I assume that you 
have the necessary documents. 

as·sure rll!i!I! /a'fur/ verb to promise
someone that something will certainly 
happen or be true, especially if he/she 
is worried: I assure you that it is per{ ectly 
safe. 

at,ten,tion /a'tenfn/ noun the act of 
watching, listening to, or thinking about 
something carefully: Can you get the 
waiter's attention? 

at·ti,tude rll!i!I! /'retatud/ noun the way 
that you think, feel, or behave: She has a 
very positive attitude toward her work. 

au·di,ence /'odians/ noun the group of 
people who are watching or li�tening to a 
play, concert, speech, the television, etc.: 
The audience was wild with excitement. 

au,thor·i·ty rll!i!I! /a'0orati; a'0at-/ noun a 
person with special knowledge: She's an 
authority on ancient Egypt. 

a,vail,a,ble rll!i!I! /a'verlabl/ adj. (used
about things) that you can get, buy, use, 
etc.: Are there still tickets available for the 
concert? 

av,er,age /'revnd3/ adj. normal or
typical: children of above/below average 
intelligence 

a,void /a'vo1d/ verb to prevent something
from happening or to try not to do 
something: He always tried to avoid an 
argument if possible. 

a,ware rll!i!I! /a'wer/ adj. knowing about
or realizing something; conscious of 
someone or something: I am aware of the 
difficulties you face. 

back,ground /'brekgraund/ noun facts. 
or events that are connected with a 
situation: The talks are taking place 
against a background of increasing 
tension. 

ba,sic /'be1s1k/ adj. forming the part of
something that is most necessary and 
from which other things develop: The 
basic question is, can we afford it? 
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ba,sis /'be1sas/ noun the principle or 
reason that lies behind something: We 
made our decision on the basis of your 
reports. 

bit,ter /'brtar/ adj. (used about a person)
very unhappy or angry about something 
that has happened; disappointed: She 
was very bitter about the way the company 
treated her. 

brief rll!i!I! /brif/ adj. short or quick: Please 
be brief We don't have much time. 

bright /brart/ adj. having a lot of light:
a bright, sunny day 

cap,i·tal /'krepatll noun an amount of 
money that you use to start a business or 
to invest so that you earn more money 
on it: When she had enough capital, she 
bought some new equipment. 

chal·lenge rll!i!I! /'tfreland3/ noun

something new and difficult that forces 
you to make a lot of effort: After over 
15 years at her old Job, Laura wanted 
a new challenge. 

char·ac,ter,is,tic /,krerakta'nstxk/ noun

a quality that is typical of someone or 
something and that makes him/her/it 
different from other people or things: 
The chief characteristic of reptiles is that 
they are cold-blooded. 

charge /tfard3/ verb to put electricity into
something: to charge a battery 

com,mand /ka'mrend/ noun control 
over someone or something: General 
Weston has numerous advisers under his 
command. 

com·pe·ti,tion /,kampa't1fn/ noun a 
situation where two or more people 
are trying to achieve the same thing 
or gain an advantage: There was fierce 
competition among the players for places 
on the team. 

com,plete /kam'plit/ adj. (only before
a noun) as great as is possible; in every 
way: It was a complete waste of time. 

com·pli,cat·ed /'kamplakertad/ adj. 
difficult·to understand; made up of many 
parts: I can't tell you all the details now
it's too complicated. 

con·cen,tra·tion rll!i!I! /,kansn'trerfn/ 
noun the act of giving all'yolir attention 
or effort to something: This type of work 
requires total concentration. 
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con,cept rz1'!m /'kansept/ noun an idea; 
a basic principle: The basic concepts of 
physics can be difficult to understand. 

con,di·tion /kan'ct1Jn/ noun an illness: w 
have a heart condition 

con-fi,dence /'kanfadans/ noun the 
feeling that you are sure about your own 
abilities, opinion, etc.: "Of course we will 
win," the coach said with confidence. 

con-front /kan'fr,rnt/ verb to think 
about, or to make someone think about, 
something that is difficult or unpleasant: 
When the police con{ ronted him with the 
evidence, he confessed. 

con·nec,tion /ka'nekJn/ noun an 
association or a relationship between 
two or more people or things: There is 
a clear connection between crime and 
drug addiction. 

con,si,der /kan'srdar/ verb to think about 
someone or something, often before 
making a decision: We must consider 
the matter carefully before we make our 
choice. 

con-tact rz1'!m /'kantrekt/ noun meeting, 
talking to, or writing to someone else: 
We are in close contact with our office in 
Ontario. 

con,tain /kan'tem/ verb to have 
something inside or as part of itself: 
Each box contains 24 cans. 

con·tri,bu,tion rz1'!m /,kantra'byuJn/ noun

something that you give or do together 
with others; the act of giving your share: 
He made a significant contribution to the 
country's struggle for independence. 

con,ven,tion,al tm! /kan'vrnJanl/ 
adj. following what is traditional or 
considered to be normal: The house was 
built with conventional materials but in 
a totally new style. 

ere-ate rz1'!m /kri'ert/ verb to cause 
something new to happen or exist: 
a plan to create new jobs in the area 

crit·i·cal /'kntrkl/ adj. very important; at 
a time when things can suddenly become 
better or worse: The talks between the two 
leaders have reached a critical stage. 

cru,cial fZ1'!m /'kruJl/ adj. extremely 
important: Early diagnosis of the illness 
is crucial for successful treatment. 

cure /kyur/ noun a medicine or treatment 
that can cure an illness, etc.: There is no 
known cure for AIDS. 

deal /dill verb 
deal with to treat someone a particular 

way; to handle someone: He's a difficult 
man. No one really knows how to deal 
with him. 

de,bate /d1'be1t/ verb to discuss something 
in a formal way or at a public debate: 
Politicians will be debating the bill later 
this week. 

dem-on,strate rz1'!m /'demanstre1t/ verb 
to show clearly that something exists or 
is true; to prove something: The prison 
escape demonstrates the need for greater 
security. 

de,pend /d1'prnd/ verb 
depend on to be sure that someone 

or something will help you; to trust 
someone or something to do something: 
If you ever need any help, you know you 
can depend on me. 

de,serve /d1'zarv/ verb to earn 
something, either good or bad, because 
of something that you have done: We've 
done a lot of work and we deserve a break. 

de,stroy /d1'str:n/ verb to damage 
something so badly that you cannot use 
it anymore or it does not exist anymore: 
The building was destroyed by fire. 

de,ter,mine /dr'tarrnan/ verb to decide 
or calculate something: The results of 
the tests will determine what treatment 
you need. 

de,vel-op,ment /dr'vf:lapmant/ noun

a new event: a number of new 
developments in the situation in 
the Middle East 

de-vice fZ1'!m /d1'va1s/ noun a tool or piece 
of equipment made for a particular 
purpose: a security device that detects 
movement 

di,a,gram /'daragrrem/ noun a simple 
picture that is used to explain how 
something works or what something 
looks like: a diagram of the body's 
digestive system 
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dif·fer·ence /'dxfrans/ noun

make a, some, etc. difference to have 
an effect on someone or something: 
A week of vacation made a big difference 
to her health. 

dif·fi·cul·ty /'d1flkalti/ noun a situation 
that is hard to deal with: We didn't have 
any difficulty selling our car. 

dis·COV•er /d1s'kAvar/ verb to find or 
learn something new or unexpected, or 
something that you did not know before: 
I think I discovered why the computer 
won't print out. 

dis·tin-guish /d1'stnrnw1f I verb to 
recognize the difference between things 
or people: People who are color blind 
often can't distinguish red from green. 

dom·i·nate f.im! /'damanert/ verb to 
be more powerful, important, or 
noticeable than others: The Raiders' 
offense dominated throughout the 
second half of the game. 

edge 1Ed3/ noun the place where. 
something, especially a surface, ends: 
the edge of a table 

ef.fec-tive /J'fl::ktiv/ adj. producing the 
result that you want: Scientists are looking 
for an effective way to reduce energy 
consumption. 

e-merge f.im! /J'mard3/ verb to appear
or come out from somewhere: A man
emerged from the shadows.

em·pha·sis f.im! /'emfasas/ noun (giving) 
special importance or attention (to 
something): There's a lot of emphasis on 
science at our school. 

em·pha·size f.im! /'emfasa1z/ verb 
to place importance on something: 
They emphasized that healthy eating 
is important. 

en·a·ble f.im! IE'ne1bl/ verb to make it 
possible for someone or something to do 
something: Computer technology enables 
us to predict the weather more accurately. 

en.cour·age-ment /m'kand3mant/ noun

the act of encouraging someone to do 
something; something that encourages 
someone: He needs all the encouragement 
he can get. 
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end I end/ verb 
end up to find yourself in a place/ 

situation that you did not intend or 
expect: We got lost and ended up in 
a bad part of town. 

en.sure f.im! /m'Jur/ verb to make 
something certain to happen: a plan that 
would ensure a victory in the election 

en-ter·tain /,entar'tem/ verb to interest 
and amuse someone: He entertained us 
with jokes all evening. 

en·thu·Si•asm /rn'0uzirezam/ noun 
a strong feeling of excitement or 
interest in something: Jan showed great 
enthusiasm for the new project. 

en.tire /m'ta1ar/ adj. (only before a nounl 
(used to emphasize that the whole 
of something is involved) including 
everything, everyone, or every part: 
the entire world 

en·Vi·ron·ment f.im! /en'vaiarnmant/ 
noun the conditions in which you live, 
work, etc.: A bad home environment can 
affect a child's progress in school. 

es·sen·tial h'senfll adj. completely 
necessary; that you must have or do: 
It is absolutely essential to have a passport 
to travel to the U.S. 

ex-act /Jg'zrekt/ adj. completely correct; 
accurate: He's in his mid-fifties. Well, 56 
to be exact. 

ex·ag·ger-ate /Jg'zred3are1t/ verb to 
make something seem larger, better, 
worse, etc. than it really is: Don't 
exaggerate. I was only two minutes late, 
not twenty. 

ex·pand f.im! hk'sprend/ verb 
expand on to give more details of a story, 

plan, idea, etc. 

ex·pect hk'spekt/ verb to think or believe 
that someone or something will come 
or that something will happen: She 
was expecting an e-mail from them this 
morning, but it didn't come. 

ex·pe·ri·ence /Jk'spirians/ noun

something that has happened to you, 
often something unusual or exciting: 
She wrote a book about her experiences 
in Africa. 
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ex-pert t:l!i!D /'Ekspart/ noun a person 
who has a lot of special knowledge or 
skill: He's an expert on the history of 
mr.k music. 

ex-traor-di-nar·y /rk'strorda,nEril adj. 
unusually good, large, etc.: She had 
an extraordinary ability to learn new 
languages. 

fac-tor m /'frektar/ noun one of the 
things that influences a decision, 
situation, etc.: His unhappiness at home 
was a major (actor in his decision to 
move away. 

fa·mil·iar /fa'mtlyar/ adj. well known (to 
someone): It was a relief to see a familiar 
face in the crowd. 

fea-ture m /'fitJar/ noun an important 
or noticeable part of something: Lakes 
are a main feature of the landscape of 
Ontario. 

fit /fit/ verb 
fit in to be able to live, work, etc. in an 

easy and natural way (with someone or 
something): The new girl found il difficult 
to fit in (with the other kids) at school. 

float /flout/ verb to stay or move gently 
on the surface of a liquid and not sink: 
Cork {[oats in water. 

fo·cus m /'foukas/ verb to give all 
your attention to something: to focus 
on a problem 

force /fors/ noun physical strength or 
power: The force of the explosion knocked 
them to the ground. 

for-mal /'forml/ adj. used when you 
want to appear serious or official and 
when you are in a situation in which 
you do not know the other people very 
well: "Yours sincerely" is a formal way of 
ending a letter. 

foun-da·tion m /faun'de1Jn/ noun an 
organization that provides money for a 
special purpose, for example for research 
or to help people who have a particular 
problem: The National Kidney Foundation 
(= researching the causes of kidney 
disease) 

funC•tion t:l!i!D /'fAIJkJn/ verb to WOrk 
correctly; to be in action: My new 
computer isn't functioning very well. 

fur-ther /'farOar/ adj. more; additional: 
Are there any further questions? 

gath·er /'greOar/ verb to bring many 
things together; to collect: They have 
gathered together a lot of information 
on the subject. 

gen-er-ate t:l!i!D /'d3mare1t/ verb to 
produce or create something: l think 
this idea will generate a lot of interest. 

gentle /'d3mtal/ adj. not rough or violent: 
A gentle breeze was blowing through 
the trees. 

grant B /grrent/ verb to give someone 
what he/she has asked for: He was 
granted permission to leave early. 

han·dle /'hrendl/ verb to deal with or to 
control someone or something: I have a 
problem at work and l don't really know 
how to handle it. 

high-light m /'hatlart/ verb to give 
special attention to something: The report 
highlighted the need for improved safety. 

i·de·al /a1'dial/ adj. the best possible: In

an ideal world, there would be no poverty. 

i-den-ti·fy t:l!i!D /a!'dmtafa1/ verb to
recognize or be able to say who or what
someone or something is: The police need
someone to identify the body.

im-age t:l!i!D /'Jm1d3/ noun a mental 
picture or idea of someone or something: 
I have an image of my childhood as 
always warm and sunny. 

i·mag-i,na-tion II,mred3a'ne1Jn/ noun the 
ability to create mental pictures or new 
ideas: He has a lively imagination. 

im,me,di-ate II'midiat/ adj. happening 
or done without delay: I'd like an 
immediate answer to my proposal. 

im,pact /'Jmprekt/ noun an effect or 
impression: Her speech made a great 
impact on the audience. 

im-prove hm'pruv/ verb to become or 
to make something better: I hope the 
weather will improve later on. 

in-elude /m'klud/ verb to have as one 
part; to contain (among other things): 
The price of the room includes one drink 
in the hotel bar. 

in-di-vid,u·al /,mda'v1d3ual/ adj. (only 
before a noun) single or particular: Each 
individual battery is tested before being 
packaged. 
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in,form /m'form/ verb to give someone 
information (about something): You 
should inform the police about the 
accident. 

in,i,tia,tive /I'mfativ/ noun official 
action that is taken to solve a problem or 
improve a situation: a new government 
initiative to help people start small 
businesses 

in,tend /m'trnd/ verb to plan or mean to 
do something: I spent more money than 
I had intended. 

in,ter,rupt /,mta'rAptl verb to say or do 
something that makes someone stop 
what he/she is saying or doing: I'm 
sorry to interrupt, but there's a phone 
call for you. 

is,sue l'Ifu/ noun a problem or 
subject for discussion: The government 
cannot avoid the issue of homelessness 
any longer. 

key /ki/ adj. very important: Tourism is 
a key industry in Florida. 

knowl,edge /'na1Id3/ noun information 
or facts that you have in your mind about 
something: He has extensive knowledge of 
ancient Egypt. 

land,scape /'lamskerp/ noun everything 
you can see when you look across a large 
area of land: The prairie landscape is 
very {lat. 

lim,it /'llmat/ noun a point or line that 
marks the end or edge of something: 
No alcohol is sold within the city limits 
(=inside the city). 

link rzm! /luJk/ noun a person or thing 
that connects two other people or things: 
There is a strong link between smoking 
and heart disease. 

lo,cal /'loukl/ adj. of or in a particular 
place (near you): local newspapers 

lo,ca,tion cm /lou'kerfn/ noun a place 
or position:· Several locations have been 
suggested for the new stadium. 

man,age /'mremd3/ verb to succeed 
in doing or dealing with something 
difficult; to be able to do something: 
I'm sorry I didn't manage to write that 
report last week. 
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mass /mres/ noun a large amount or 
number of something: The garden was 
a mass of flowers. 

mat,ter /'mretar/ noun a subject or 
situation that you must think about and 
give your attention to: It's a personal 
matter and I don't want to discuss it 
with you. 

mem,o,ry /'msmari/ noun something that 
you remember: That is one of my happiest 
memories. 

men,tion /'mrnfn/ verb to say or write 
something about someone or something; 
to talk about someone or something: 
I wouldn't mention her exams to her
she's feeling nervous. 

meth,od rzm! /'ms0ad/ noun a way of 
doing something: modern methods of 
teaching languages 

mi-nor·i·ty cm /ma'mrati; ma1-; ·'nar-/
noun the smaller number or part of
a group; less than half: Most women
continue to work when they are married.
Only a minority stays/stay at home.

mon,i,tor cm /'manatar/ noun a 
machine, often a part of a computer, 
that shows information or pictures on 
a screen like a television 

mood /mud/ noun the way that a group 
of people feel about something: The 
mood of the meeting was very optimistic. 

net,work cm /'nstwark/ noun a system 
of computers that are connected by 
cables or telephone lines 

nor,mal cm /'n:>rml/ adj. (used about a 
person or animal) formed or developed 
in the usual way: The child was 
completely normal at birth. 

note /nout/ verb to mention something: 
I'd like to note that the project has been 
extremely successful so far. 

no,tice /'noutas/ verb to see and be aware 
of something: "What kind of car was the 
man driving?" "/ didn't notice." 

ob,jec,tive cm /ab'd3sktrv/ noun your 
aim or purpose: Our objective is to finish 
by the end of the year. 

ob,vi,ous cm /'abvias/ adj. easily seen 
or understood; clear: It was obvious that 
he was not well. 
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oc,cur t'J!m /a'kar/ verb to come into
someone's mind: it never occurred to
John that his wife might be unhappy. 

odd /ad/ adj. strange; unusual: There's 
something odd about him. 

op,er,ate /'aparert/ verb to do business; 
to manage or direct something: The 
corporation operates from its headquarters 
in Atlanta. 

op,por,tu,ni,ty /,opar'tunatil noun a 
chance to do something that you would 
like to do; a situation or a time in which 
it is possible to do something: The trip 
gave me a great opportunity to use my 
Spanish. 

or,gan,ize /'organarz/ verb to put things 
into order; to arrange into a system or 
logical order: Can you decide what needs 
to be done? I'm terrible at organizing. 

O·rig·i·nal /a'nd3anl/ adj. first; earliest 
(before changes or developments): The 
original meaning of this word is different 
from the meaning it has nowadays. 

or,i·gin /'orad3m; 'ar·/ noun the time 
when or place where something first 
comes into existence; the reason why 
something starts: Could you explain the 
origins of this tradition to me? 

pace /pe1s/ noun the speed at which you 
do something or at which something 
happens: Run at a steady pace and you 
won't get tired so quickly. 

par,tic,u,lar /par'tJkyalar/ adj. (only 
before a noun) more than usual; special: 
This article is of particular interest to me. 

pa,tience /'pe1fns/ noun the quality 
of being able to remain calm and not 
get angry, especially when there is a 
difficulty or you have to wait a long time: 
I have no patience with people who don't 
even try. 

pat,tern /'pretarn/ noun the way in which 
something happens, develops, or is 
done: Her days all seemed to follow the 
same pattern. 

pause /poz/ noun a short period of 
time during which something stops: 
He continued playing for twenty minutes 
without a pause. 

per·form·ance /par'formans/ noun how 
well or badly you do something; how 
well or badly something works: The 
company's performance was disappointing 
last year. 

per·mit /par'm1t/ verb to allow 
something: Food and drink ar� not 
permitted in this building. 

per,suade /par'swe1d/ verb to make 
someone believe something: The attorney 
persuaded the jury that she was innocent. 

po,ten·tial t'J!m /pa'tmfl/ noun the 
qualities or abilities that someone or 
something has but that may not be 
fully developed yet: That boy has great 
potential as a pianist. 

pre,cise t'J!m /pn'sa1s/ adj. (only before
a noun) exact; particular: It is difficult to 
determine the precise moment when the 
crime occurred. 

pres,sure /'prefar/ noun a situation that 
causes you to be worried or unhappy: 
They moved to the suburbs to escape the 
pressure of city life. 

pre,tend /pn·tmd/ verb to behave in 
a particular way in order to make other 
people believe something that is not true: 
Frances walked past, pretending (that) she 
didn't see me. 

pre-vent /pn'vent/ verb to stop 
something from happening or to 
stop someone from doing something: 
Everyone hopes the negotiations will

prevent a war. 

pre·Vi•OUS t'J!m /'privias/ adj. coming or
happening before or earlier: Do you have 
previous experience in this type of work? 

prin,ci,ple cm /'prmsapl/ noun a basic 
general rule or truth about something: 
We believe in the principle of equal 
opportunity for everyone. 

pro,ceed tm! /pra'sid; prou-/ verb to go
on to do something else: After getting an 
estimate, we can decide whether or not to 
proceed with the work. 

pro,duce /pra'dus/ verb to cause to 
happen: Her remarks produced roars 
of laughter. 
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pro-gram /'prougrrem; -gram/ verb to 
make a piece of equipment work or act 
automatically in a particular way: The
lights are programmed to come on as soon 
as it gets dark. 

pro·gress /'pragri:s; -gras/ noun change 
or improvement in society: People who 
oppose new technologies are accused of 
holding back progress. 

prop-er /'prapar/ adj. (only before a 
noun) right or correct: information on
the proper use of chemicals 

pro·por·tion B /pra'porfn/ noun a part 
or share of a whole: A large proportion of
the earth's surface is covered by oceans. 

pure /pyur/ adj. (old-fashioned) not doing 
or knowing anything evil: to remain
spiritually pure 

qual·i·fi·ca·tion /,kwalafa'ke1fn/ noun

a skill or quality that makes you suitable 
to do something, such as a job: She
has all the right qualifications (or the 
manager's job. 

rap.id /'rrepad/ adj. happening very 
quickly or moving with great speed: 
She made rapid progress and was soon 
the best in the class. 

reach /ritf / verb to arrive at a place or 
condition: We won't reach the airport
in time. 

re·aC·tion B /ri'rekfn/ noun something 
that you do or say because of something 
that has happened or been said: What is
your reaction to the news? 

re·al·i·ty /ri'relati/ noun something 
that really exists, not something that is 
imagined: Death is a reality that everyone
has to (ace eventually. 

re·al-ize /'rialarz/ verb to become aware 
of something or that something has 
happened, usually some time later: 
When I got home, I realized that I had 
left my keys at the office. 

rea·son·a·ble /'rizn·abl/ adj. acceptable 
and appropriate in a particular situation: 
That seems like a reasonable decision 
under the circumstances. 

re.call /rr'kol/ verb to remember 
something (a fact, event, action, etc.) 
from the past: I don't recall exactly when
I fi-rst met her. 
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rec·Og·nize /'ri:kagna1z/ verb to know 
again someone or something that you 
have seen or heard before: I recognized
him, but I couldn't remember his name. 

re.fer /n'far/ verb to.be used to describe 
someone or something: The term
"adolescent" refers to young people 
between the ages of 13 and 17. 

re·gion /'rid3an/ noun a part of the 
country or the world; a large area 
of land: This region of the country is 
very flat. 

reg0 is 0ter B /'ri:d3astar/ verb to 
show feelings, opinions, etc.: Her face
registered intense dislike. 

re.late /n'le1t/ verb to show a connection 
between two or more things: The report
relates heart disease to high levels of stress. 

re.la·tion·ship /n'lerfnfrp/ noun the 
way that people, groups, countries, etc. 
feel about or behave toward each other: 
The police have a poor relationship with 
the local people. 

rel·e·vant B /'n.:lavant/ adj. connected 
with what is happening or being talked 
about: Please enclose all the relevant
documents with your visa application. 

re·ly B /rr'lar/ verb to need someone 
or something and not be able to live or 
work well without him/her/it: The old
lady had to rely on other people to go 
shopping for her. 

re·main /n'mem/ verb to stay or continue 
in the same place or condition: They
remained silent throughout the trial. 

re·mark·a·ble /n'markabl/ adj. unusual 
and surprising in a way that people 
notice: She certainly is a remarkable
woman. 

re·quire B /n'kwaiar/ verb to need 
something: Please contact us if you
require further information. 

re.source B /'risors; n'sors/ noun

a supply of something, a piece of 
equipment, etc. that is available for 
someone to use: The video is an excellent
resource for teachers. 

re·sponse B /n'spans/ noun an answer 
or reaction to someone or something: 
I've sent my resume to 20 companies, but 
I haven't received any responses yet. 
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re·spon,si,bil·i·ty /n,sponsa'bJlatil noun 
a duty to deal with something so that it 
is your fault if something goes wrong: 
It is John's responsibility to make sure the 
orders are sent out on time. 

re,veal tm! /n'vil/ verb to show 
something that was hidden before: 
Close inspection of the photograph 
revealed the identity of the gunman. 

sad,ness /'srednas/ noun the feeling 
of being sad: I felt a deep sadness. 

sat,is,fac,tion /,sretas'frekJn/ noun a 
feeling of pleasure that you have when 
you have done, gotten, or achieved what 
you wanted: Gwen stood back and looked 
at her work with a sense of satisfaction. 

sat,is,fy /'sretasfa1/ verb to make 
someone pleased by doing or giving 
him/her what he/she wants: Nothing 
satisfies him-he's always complaining. 

sen,si·ble /'srnsabl/ adj. having or 
showing the ability to think or act in 
a reasonable way; having or showing 
good judgment: It was a realistic and 
sensible plan. 

share /Jeri verb to tell someone about 
something; to allow someone to know 
something: Sometimes it helps to share 
your problems. 

shel·ter /'JEltar/ verb to protect someone 
or something; to give someone or 
something shelter: The trees shelter the 
house from the wind. 

shift tm! I J1ft/ noun (in a factory, etc.) 
a division of the working day; the people 
who work during this period: an eight
hour shift 

show I Jou/ verb 
show off to try to impress people by 
showing them how good you are 
at something or by showing them 
something that you are proud of: He's 
always showing off in front of his friends. 

sig,nal /'signal/ verb to make a signal; to 
send a particular message using a signal: 
He signaled his disapproval by leaving 
the room. 

sig·nif·i·cant tm! /srg'nrfakant/ adj. 
important or large enough to be noticed: 
There has been a significant increase in the 
number of crimes reported this year. 

sim·ple /'s1mpl/ adj. easy to understand, 
do, or use; not difficult or complicated: 
This dictionary is written in simple English. 

sim·plic·i·ty /srm'plrsati/ noun the quality 
of being easy to understand, do, or use: 
We all admired the simplicity of the plan. 

source tm! /s'Jrs/ noun a place, person, 
or thing where something comes or starts 
from or where something is obtained: 
Sales tax is an important source of income 
for the government. 

space /spe1s/ noun an area that is empty 
or not used: ls there enough space for me 
to park the car there? 

spe·cif·ics tm! /spa's1flks/ noun the 
details of a subject that you need to think 
about or discuss: Okay, that's the broad 
plan-let's get down to the specifics. 

spir·it /'spmt/ noun a strong feeling of 
being loyal to a group, an organization, 
etc. and of wanting to help it: fun 
activities to build school spirit 

spoil /sp'J11/ verb to do too much for 
someone, especially a child, so that you 
have a bad effect on his/her character: 
His grandmother spoils him by buying him 
all the candy he wants. 

stand /strend/ verb 
stand out to be easily seen or noticed 

stan,dard /'strendard/ noun a level of 
quality: We need to improve educational 
standards in this scare. 

strat,e,gy tm! /'strretad3i/ noun a 
plan that you use in order to achieve 
something: a strategy to reduce inflation 

style tm! /sta11/ noun the way that 
someone usually writes, behaves, etc.: 
Hemingway's style is very clear and 
simple. 

suc·cess /sak'ses/ noun the fact that you 
have achieved what you want; doing 
well and becoming famous, rich, etc.: 
Hard work is the key to success. 

suf,fi,cient tm! /sa'f1Jnt/ adj. as much as 
is necessary; enough: We have sufficient 
oil reserves to last for three months. 

sug·gest /sag'd3est; sa'd3-/ verb to 
propose a plan or idea for someone to 
discuss or consider: Can anyone suggest 
ways of raising more money? 
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suit·a·ble /'sutabl/ adj. right or
convenient for someone or something: 
ls this a suitable time to have a meeting? 

sup,port /sa'port/ verb to agree with the
aims of someone or something or with 
an idea, a plan, etc., and to give him/ 
her/it help, money, etc.: I'll support you 
as much as I can. 

switch /sw1tJ/ verb to change or be
changed from one thing to another: 
We've switched from eating fried foods 
to more fresh fruit and vegetables. 

sys·tem /'srstam/ noun a group of things 
or parts that work together: The whole 
computer system crashed. 

talk /tok/ verb 
talk down to talk to someone as if he/she 

is less intelligent, important, etc. than you 

task m /tresk/ noun a piece of work that 
has to be done, especially an unpleasant 
or difficult one: Your fi_rst task will be to 
send these letters. 

tech·nique m /tek'nik/ noun a 
particular way of doing something: 
new techniques for teaching languages 

tend /trnd/ verb to usually do or be
something: Women tend to live longer 
than men. 

ten-sion m /'trnfn/ noun a feeling 
of anxiety and stress that makes it 
impossible to relax: I could hear the 
tension in her voice as she spoke. 

the·O·ry ril!m /'Oiri; 'Oiari/ noun an idea or 
set of ideas that try to explain something: 
the theory about how life on earth began 
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top /tap/ adj. (only before a noun) highest
in position, rank, or degree: one of the 
country's top business executives 

tra,di-tion m /tre'drfn/ noun a custom 
or belief that has continued from the past 
to the present: It's a tradition to play tricks 
on people on April 1st. 

train /trem/ verb to teach a person or an
animal to do something which is difficult 
or which needs practice: The organization 
trains guide dogs for the blind. 

val·U·a·ble /'vrelyabl;-yuabl/ adj. very
useful: a valuable piece of information 

val-ue /'vrelyu/ verb to think someone
or something is very important and 
worth a lot: Laura has always valued her 
independence. 

va-ri·e·ty /va'rarntil noun a number of 
different kinds of things: You can take 
evening classes in a variety of subjects 
including photography, Spanish, and 
computers. 

vast /vrest/ adj. extremely big: The vast 
majority of (=almost all) local residents 
support the proposal. 

view /vyu/ noun an opinion or idea about 
something: He expressed the view that 
standards were falling. 

waste /we1st/ verb to use or spend
something in a careless way or for 
something that is not necessary: 
He wasted his time at college because 
he didn't work hard. 

weak-ness /'wiknas/ noun a fault or 
lack of strength, especially in a person's 
character: It's important to know your own 
strengths and weaknesses. 

ri irLanguage.com 



B TRUE STORIES 

Desert, Mountain, Sea 

Sue Leather 

Three different parts of 
the world, but all of them 
dangerous. Lonely places. 
Three different women, but 
all of them determined to 
go-and to come back alive! 

Robyn Davidson walked 
nearly 3,000 kilometers 
across the Austra_Lian desert 
with a dog and four camels. 

Arlene Blum led a team 
of ten women to the top 
of Annapurna-one of the 
highest mountains in the 
world. Only eight came 
down again. 

Naomi James sailed around 
the world alone, on a journey 
Lasting more than 250 days. 

Word count 15,580 
ISBN 978 o 19 479169 4 

OFACTFILES 

The History of the 
English Language 

Brigit Viney 

About a quarter of the people 
in the world today speak or 
use English. In homes and 
schools. offices and meeting 
rooms, ships and airports, 
people are speaking English ... 

How has this happened? 
How did English begin, and 
what will become of it in the 
future? The history of the 
English Language is a journey 
through space and time, from 
thousands of years ago to 
today and beyond, and to all 
parts of the world. Come on 
that journey and meet the 
monks and soldiers, the kings 
and scientists, the printers, 
poets, and travelers who have 
helped to make the English 
of today. 

Word count 16,753 
ISBN 978 0 19 423397 2 
CD 978 0 19 423612 6 
CD Pack 978 0 19 423614 0 

R CLASSICS 

A Tale of Two Cities 

Charles Dickens 
Retold by Ralph Mowat 

"The Marquis lay there, Like 
stone, with a knife pushed 
into his heart. On his chest 
Lay a piece of paper, with the 
words: Drive him fast to the 
grove. This is from JACQUES." 

The French Revolution 
brings terror and death to 
many people. But even in 
these troubled times people 
can still Love and be kind. 
They can be generous and 
true-hearted ... and brave. 

Word count 14,850 
ISBN 978 o 19 479187 8 
CD 978 O 19 479155 7 
CD Pack 978 o 19 479327 8 

1,400 Headwords, Average word count 16,000, CEF Bl/82 
www.oup.com/bookworms 

�THRILLER 
� & ADVENTURE 

Treasure Island 

Robert Louis Stevenson 
Retold by John Escott 

"Suddenly, there was a 
high voice screaming in the 
darkness: 'Pieces of eight! 
Pieces of eight! Pieces of 
eight!' It was Long John 
Silver's parrot, Captain Flint! 
I turned to run ... " 

But young Jim Hawkins 
does not escape from the 
pirates this time. Will he and 
his friends find the treasure 
before the pirates do? Will 
they escape from the island 
and sail back to England 
with a ship full of gold? 

Word count 15,125 
ISBN 978 o 19 479190 8 
CD 978 o 19 479158 8 
CD Pack 978 0 19 479330 8 

rt:, WORLD 
ml STORIES 

Land of my Childhood: 
Stories from South Asia 

Retold by Clare West 

"My brother preferred being 
with mother and me. He 
used to help us prepare 
vegetables in the kitchen or 
make the bread. But what he 
Liked best was Listening to 
my mother's stories." 

But those childhood 
days are Long gone, and now 
a great distance divides 
sister and brother, children 
and mother. 

The stories in this volume 
of World Stories come from 
India, Pakistan, and Sri Lanka. 
The writers are Romesh 
Gunesekera, M. Athar Tahir, 
Chitra Divakaruni, Anu l<umar, 
Anne Ranasinghe, Ruskin 
Bond, Anita Desai, Vijita 
Fernando, and Amara 
Bavani Dev. 

Word count 16.937 
ISBN 978 0 19 479235 6 
CD 978 O 19 479210 3 
CD Pack 978 o 19 479281 3 






