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White Fang

Jack London

Text adaptation by John Escott
lllustrated by David Frankland

Jack London (1876-1916) was born in San Francisco, California.
He came from a poor family and had many jobs before travelling
north to the Yukon in 1897, like many other men, in search of
gold. He became famous after writing The Call of the Wild in
1903, which tells the story of a sled-dog in the Yukon who leaves
his owner to become a wolf in the wild. White Fang (1906) tells
the story of a wolf that leaves his wild life in the cold and snow
of the North to become a doag.
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BEFORE YOU READ

1 Which of these animals are domestic? Which are wild?

Domestic
1 awolf D
2 adog D
3 aweasel L___l
4 aguinea-pig D
5 acat D
6 alynx D
7 amoose D
8 acow D

2 Do you know these animal stories? What must the animals in them learn about?
What must they forget about?

White Fang a wolf a Taking food from people
learns to be a dog b Looking for food without
help

¢ Hunting and killing and

escaping from hunters and
Free Willy a boy frees killers

a whale from a water park
d Playing
e Having freedom and lots of
space to move around in
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Chapter 1
The She-Wolf

The land was white and silent, and without life. This was
the Arctic. But there was life on the land. A group of
dogs pulled a sled, and on the sled was a long. narrow box.
In front of the dogs, a man walked with his head down
against the cold. Another man walked behind the sled.

A third man was in the box. Dead. He was a young English
lord and they were taking him across country for his
funeral.

The thin light of the day was going fast when they heard
the first soft, far-away cry. The front man turned and looked

at the man behind. Then came a second cry. and a third.

land country

sled akind of car
on skis that dogs
pull, for travelling
on SNOw

lord an important,
rich man

funeral the time
when a dead person
IS buried




camp a place
where people
live in tents for a
short time

wolf (plural
wolves) a wild
animal like a dog

a pair of two
things of the same
kind

‘They're coming after us, Bill." the front man said.

‘They want food, Henry." his friend answered.

When it was dark, they made their camp under some trees.
and both men and dogs stayed near the fire.

‘How many dogs have we got, Henry:" Bill asked.

‘Six.” Henry replied.

‘Well, T took six fish out of the bag to feed them." Bill said.
‘And Big Ear didn't get any fish.’

‘But there's only six dogs now,” Henry said.

‘Well., I saw seven.’ Bill said. ‘The other one ran away.

Henry finished eating, then said, ‘Was it . . ." A long. sad
cry came from somewhere out in the darkness. *. . . a wolf?’

The cries of wolves came from every side. Suddenly. Bill
saw a pair of eyes in the darkness. Henry saw them. too.
Soon there was a circle of eyes around their camp.



The two men slept side by side. The fire burned down and
the circle of eyes got nearer.

In the morning. Henry was first to wake up. It was still
dark. Bill got ready to move on while Henry made breakfast.
‘How many dogs did you say we had:" Bill asked suddenly.

‘Six.” Henry told him.

‘Well, there are five now. Fatty ran away in the night.

After breakfast, they started their journey again. Daylight
came at nine o'clock. and in the middle of the day the sky
to the south turned red. But the colour did not stay long.
By three o'clock, the Arctic night was back across the silent
land again.

The cries of the wolves got nearer with the darkness. The
two men made camp and ate their meal. Bill went to give
the dogs their food. Suddenly. there was the cry of an animal
in pain. Something moved across the snow into the darkness.
Bill was standing with the dogs, half a fish in one hand and
a big stick in the other.

‘It got half the fish,” he said. ‘But I hit it.’

In the morning, when Henry woke up. Bill was with the
dogs.

‘Frog's gone,” Bill said. And he was our strongest dog.’

That day was the same as the other days. The men moved
across the cold. white world without speaking. The dogs
pulled the sled with the dead man on it. That night, Bill tied
the dogs to a tree. Then the two men sat by their fire.

A sound made them turn round. A wolf moved slowly
across the snow to the dogs. One Ear tried to pull away from
the tree to get to the woll.

'It's a she-wolf, Bill!" Henry said. ‘T see how it works now.
She gets a dog to follow her, then the other wolves jump on
it and eat it. That's what happened to Frog and Fatty.

A noise came from the fire and the she-wolf ran back into
the darkness.

pain the feeling
that you have in
your body when
you are hurt

stick a long piece
of wood

tie to keep
something in one
place with rope




rope avery thick
strong string

whistle a musical
noise that you can
make with your
mouth

growl to make a
deep angry noise

In the morning, Henry cooked breakfast, then woke Bill.

‘Spanker’s gone,’ he said. ‘He broke his rope and the wolves
have him now.’

Light came at nine o'clock. At twelve o'clock there was
sun in the south. Then came the grey afternoon. Henry was
behind the sled. He gave a whistle. and Bill turned and
looked. The she-wolf was following about a hundred metres
behind them. When they stopped. the she-wolf stopped.

‘What a strange colour!" Bill said. 'I've never seen a red wolf
before.” He got his gun from the sled. but the woll ran away.

They made their camp early that night. The dogs were
tired. but there were still three of them in the morning. In
the middle of the day the sled turned over. While the men
were trying to turn it up the right way. One Ear ran away
across the snow.

The she-wolf was waiting. A minute later, about ten more
wolves came out of the trees. They ran after One Ear, and
Bill quickly got his gun from the sled and ran after them.

Soon after, Henry heard the sound of the gun. Three times.
He heard the angry growling of the wolves. A minute later

he heard One Ear’s cry of pain, and a man’s scream.

And that was all. The land was silent again.

Henry sat for a long time on
the sled.




At last he got up and tied the two dogs to the sled. But he
did not go far. As soon as it started to get dark, he stopped
and made his camp for the night.

He made a fire, and the two dogs slept near him. He could
see the circle of wolves in the darkness, and he did not sleep.

Next morning he used some rope to pull the long box up
into the trees.

‘They got Bill, and perhaps they'll get me." he said to the
dead lord. ‘But they won't get you, young man.’

The she-wolf followed them all that day, and she was there
again that night. It was too dangerous to sleep, so Henry
made a big fire and sat beside it with the dogs. The she-wolf
watched him, only a metre or two away. Henry took a stick
from the fire and threw it at her, and she showed her fangs
and moved away.

In the morning Henry tried to get to the sled. but the
she-woll jumped at him. It was now too dangerous to leave
the fire.

He sat there for two days and two nights, throwing sticks
from the fire when the wolves tried to get to him. Once. he
felt the she-wolf's teeth on his arm.

At last, he was too tired to fight them off and he went to
sleep. He woke once, and saw the she-wolf watching him.
Then he woke again, a little later. Something was different.

Suddenly he understood. The wolves weren't there!

He heard the sound of men and sleds in the snow. Minutes
later, they stopped at his camp in the trees.

‘Red she-wolf . . ." Henry told them. ‘First she ate the dog
food. then she ate the dogs . . . after that, she ate Bill .

‘Where's Lord Alfred?’ one of the men asked.

'In a tree,” Henry answered. ‘Dead, and in a box.’

And then his eyes closed, and he was asleep again.

Far away came the cry of the hungry wolves looking
for food.

fang a long tooth




Are these sentences true or false? Tick the boxes. True False
There are four men and six dogs at the start of the story.
They are going across country to a party.

Wolves are coming after them.

The wolves don’t come near at night because of the fire.

The dogs leave the men one by one and follow the she-wolf.
The wolves kill and eat the dogs.

Bill kills the wolves with his gun.

Henry waits for three days and three nights for help to come.
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1 Match the words in the fish with the pictures.

\\:‘\&“




2 Complete the sentences with new words from Chapter 1.

B ha Y in the story is the Arctic.

b The dead man in the boX iS @ ......ccccoocevrinnane. .

¢ Bill and Henry .........iwiiniie the dogs together at night to stop them running away.
d When Bill hits the wolf on the nose it cries in ... .

8 Henry gives a ......oe.onsun to get Bill to look behind him.

f HenryandBillses ... . eyes looking at them at night.

What happens in the next chapter? Tick four sentences.

a [_] We learn more about the red she-wolf.

b [ ] We learn more about Lord Alfred.

¢ [] We learn more about Henry.

d ] We see life in the Arctic through a wolf's eyes.

e [| We read about hungry wolves killing different animals to live.
f [ We read about men killing wolves.

g [ Ayoung wolf is born and learns to live in the wild.



pack a group of
wolves

mate an animal's
wife or husband

moose a large
plant-eating
animal that lives
in North America

bite (past bit,
bitten) to cut
something with
your teeth

cub a baby wolf
(or other meat-
eating animal)

Chapter 2
One Eye

The red she-wolf was the first to run away from the
man near the fire. Then the rest of the pack followed.
A large young grey wolf ran at the front, next to the she-
wolf, and an old wolf with only one eye ran on the other
side of her. Both of them wanted to make the red she-wolf
their mate. and they showed their teeth and growled at one
another.

The hungry pack ran for the rest of that day and all
through the night. And they were still running across that
dead, white world the next day. Then they found the moose.

It was a large animal, and it was alone. Here was meat
and life! :

The fight began immediately, and it was wild and terrible.
Fangs bit into the legs and sides of the moose. But the large
animal killed four of the wolves, breaking open their heads
with his great feet. At last he fell to the ground. and the
she-wolf bit into his neck. The other wolves were quick to
follow. They started to pull his body open and eat him before
he was fully dead.

Their stomachs full, the pack rested and slept for the rest
of that day. Next morning, the she-wolf, the young grey woll.
and One Eye took half the pack down to the Mackenzie River
and across the country to the east. But slowly, in he-wolf
and she-wolf pairs, the wolves went their different ways. In
the end the red she-wolf was alone with the two wolves who
wanted her.

The fight happened soon after. It was fast, and to the
death. The younger wolf was stronger, but old One Eye was
cleverer and he was soon the winner. The she-wolf sat and
watched the fight. She was happy for One Eye to be the
father of her cubs.




After that day. One Eye and the red wolf ran side by side.

like good friends. They hunted and killed, and ate their meat
together. They travelled across country until they came back
to the Mackenzie River again.

When April came. the she-wolf looked for a place to have
her cubs. She was getting very heavy, and had to run slowly.
Then she found a narrow cave.

She looked round it carefully before sitting down to rest
inside it. One Eye looked in at her, and then lay across the
front of the cave. He was tired, and he slept for a time. He
was hungry, too. but his mate was too tired to hunt with
him. So he went out under the warm April sun alone.

He came back eight hours later, hungrier than when he
went out. He stopped outside the cave. Soft, strange sounds
came from inside, and they were not the sounds of his mate.
When he looked in. he saw five small cubs with their mother.
He tried to go into the cave, but the she-woll growled and
showed her teeth, so he went away again.

hunt to look for
animals to kill
and eat

cave a big hole in
the ground



lynx a big wild
cat that lives in
North America

stream a small
river

weasel along,

thin, small meat-

eating animal

10

Four of the cubs had red hair like the she-wolf, but one
was grey, like One Eye. This cub was also the strongest. but
like most animals in the wild he soon learned what being
very hungry was like.

Every day One Eye went out to hunt, but there were no
animals and there was no meat for him to bring back to the
cave. The cubs became weak and tired, and soon all they
could do was sleep.

Only the grey cub opened his eyes again. The other four
died before One Eye could find food.

It was soon after this that the old wolf died fighting a
lynx. Later the she-wolf went hunting for meat and she
found old One Eye's body near the lynx's cave. She did not
go into the cave. The mother-lynx was inside with her cubs,
and was too dangerous to fight.

One day while the she-wolf was out hunting, the grey wolf
cub went to the mouth of the cave. He looked out at the
world for the first time. The light was very bright, but he
saw the trees and the river. He saw the mountain and the
sky above it.

At first he was afraid, and the hairs on his back stood up.
But nothing happened, and after a time he moved outside —
and immediately fell half a metre down to the ground below!
He hit his nose on the ground and cried out. Then he fell
down a hill. Over and over he went until at last he stopped.

For a minute or two the grey cub was afraid to move. He
sat and looked around him. Then he got up and began walking.
He walked into things or fell over them. and he hurt his feet
on stones and his head on trees.

He came to a stream and looked into the water. But when
he put his foot on it, it was cold and his foot went through
it! Then he heard a cry and saw a small yellow animal under
his foot. It was a young weasel.

The weasel tried to run away but the little grey cub turned




it over with his paw. Suddenly, the mother-weasel came to
help her child. She attacked. and the cub felt her teeth on
his neck! He tried to pull away. but the mother-weasel was
very strong. She held on to him. Blood came from the cub’s
neck. He started to feel very ill.

Then there was a noise and the she-woll came running
from the trees. At once the weasel left the cub to attack the
she-woll.

[t was a big mistake.

The she-wolf was much stronger than the weasel. and a
minute later the mother-weasel lay dead on the ground.

The little grey cub ran to his mother and she cleaned the
blood from his neck with her mouth. Then the two
of them ate the dead weasel before they went
back to the cave to sleep. Q‘

paw the foot of
an animal, for
example a dog, cat
or wolf

attack to start
fighting




Put these sentences in the correct order. Number them 1-10.

a D The mother weasel starts fighting the young wolf.
b D All the wolves get into pairs.
c D The wolves kill a moose and eat it.
d D The old wolf with one eye fights the younger grey wolf.
e D Four of the baby wolves — the red ones — die.
f D The red she-wolf has five babies.
£ D An old wolf with one eye and a younger grey wolf become friendly
with the red she-wolf.
h D The old wolf with one eye dies fighting a lynx.
] |:| The mother wolf kills the mother weasel.
-3 D The young grey wolf plays with a young weasel.

WORD WORK
1 These words don’t match the pictures. Correct them.

a amoest

d a pack of wolves

WEWSE

b a weasel

12
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2 Use the words from the tree to complete the sentences.

a o o o

The wolves .....21T .. the legs of the moose.

The red wolf was happy to be One Eye’s .........cc........... ;
Wolves usually .................... and kill animals together.
The mother weasel ................... the grey wolf cub to stop
it hurting the young weasel.

Wolves and dogs ................... when they are angry.

What happens in the next chapter?
Write yes, no, or perhaps for each picture.

(s
2
>
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Indian a person
who lived in North
America before
white people
arrived

Kiche /'kitfer

14

Chapter 3
White Fang

The world outside the cave was full of surprises for the
little grey cub, but his world with his mother was a
happy one.

Then one morning the cub woke up and left the cave to
run down to the stream for a drink. He was still half asleep
after a night out hunting for meat.

Suddenly, he saw five strange ‘animals’ sitting under the
trees. They did not jump up or show their teeth, and they
did not growl. They sat silently watching him, and he felt
very small and weak.

The five men were Indians.

One of the Indians got up and walked across to the cub.
He put out his hand, and the cub growled and showed his
fangs.

The Indian laughed. ‘Look!" he said. ‘White fangs!’

The other Indians laughed loudly. ‘Bring him here!" they
said.

The first man put his hand near the cub again — and the
cub moved quickly to bite it. Immediately the Indian hit the
cub on the head and knocked him to the ground.

The four other Indians started to laugh again, but they
stopped when they heard a noise. The cub heard it, too. It
was his mother coming.

The angry she-wolf ran into the middle of the little group and
growled loudly. The men quickly moved away from the cub.

Then one of them looked at the she-wolf in surprise. ‘Kiche!’
he called.

The she-wolf stopped growling and a strange light came

into her eyes.

‘Kiche!" the man said again. And now the she-wolf became
quiet and lay down on her stomach.




The cub did not understand. He was surprised to see the

Indian put his hand on the she-wolf’s head, and even more
surprised when she didn’t bite him. After this, the other men
came across and touched the she-wolf and spoke to her.

‘Her father was a wolf, but her mother was a dog," one of
the Indians said. ‘Do you remember, Three Eagles?’

"Yes, Grey Beaver,” a second man said. ‘She ran away a
year ago.’

"Yes. Because there was no food for the dogs,” Grey Beaver
said. And since then she has lived with the wolves.’

He put his hand on the cub, and the cub growled and
showed his fangs. Grey Beaver immediately hit him on the
nose and the cub closed his mouth. Then the Indian rubbed
the cub’s head between the ears, and up and down his back.

‘His father was a wolf,” Grey Beaver said. ‘This cub is more
wolf than dog. His fangs are white, so his name will be White
Fang. He is my dog because Kiche was my brother's dog,
and my brother is dead.’

rub to move your
open hand one
way and another
on something

15



puppy ayoung
dog

chase to run
after something

power being able
to make somebody
or something do
what you want

god an important
‘person’ who
never dies and
decides what
happens in the
world ’

canoe an Indian’s
long narrow boat

Grey Beaver tied Kiche to a small tree. White Fang watched
him, then went and lay down beside his mother. After a
time. more man-animals arrived. There were about forty
men. women and children, and everyone was carrying
something. There were dogs and young puppies. too. and
these dogs carried heavy bags on their backs. They saw the
wolf cub and ran and jumped on him, but the Indians chased
them away.

White Fang learned something from this. These man-
animals did not bite or fight, but they had power over other
animals.

The group of Indians started to move away, and a small
boy took Kiche and walked with her. White Fang followed
them, worried about this new adventure.

They walked along beside the stream until it met the
Mackenzie River. Here the Indians made their camp. White
Fang watched. For him, it was all new and interesting. He
moved away from his mother to look around.

After a minute or two, a puppy came up to him. The dog’s
name was Lip-lip, and he liked to fight. White Fang was
ready to be friendly until Lip-lip showed his teeth. Then.
suddenly. the young dog jumped at White Fang and bit him.
three or four times. White Fang ran to his mother, crying.

To White Fang, the man-animals were like gods. When
they walked, he got out of their way. When they called. he
came.

One day, Three Eagles got ready to go on a journey up the
Mackenzie River, and Grey Beaver gave him Kiche to take
with him. White Fang watched Three Eagles take his mother
on to a canoe. He jumped into the water and started to
swim after them.

‘Come back! Grey Beaver shouted to him.

The Indian got into his canoe and went after the cub. It
did not take him long to catch White Fang and pull him out




of the water. Holding him
above the boat, Grey Beaver hit him hard.
At first White Fang was surprised, then he was
angry. He growled and showed his teeth, but Grey
Beaver hit the cub harder and threw him into the bottom
of the boat.

White Fang waited only a second or two before biting the
Indian’s foot. It was a big mistake. Now Grey Beaver was
even angrier. He hit the cub again and again, with his hand
and with the paddle of his canoe, until White Fang was
too hurt and afraid to bite him.

He followed Grey Beaver to his tepee. That night, he
remembered his mother and cried loudly. Grey Beaver woke
up and hit him. After that, the cub only cried quietly when
the gods were near him.

paddle a flat
piece of wood that
you use to make

a canoe move
through the water

tepee an Indian’s
home

17
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READING CHECK

Match the first and second parts of these sentences.

= N N &N -

The young grey wolf . .. —— a because her son is in danger.

The red wolf comes . .. \\\’_ b the Indians and doesn’t attack them.
She is afraid of . .. ¢ sees five Indians.

Before living in the wild . .. d away in a boat.

They gave her the name . .. e White Fang because of his

The grey wolf gets the name . . . white teeth.

The Indians take Kiche and f to their camp.

White Fang . .. g Kiche.

Later Three Eagles takes Kiche . . . h she lived with the Indians.

WORD WORK

Correct the mistakes in these sentences. All the words come from Chapter 3.

b

Our dog was a poppy when we got him. ...0A0 0.

Grey Beaver robbed the grey wolf's head and back. ...................

White Fang thinks the Indians are gots. ...................

The Indians use canons to travel up and down Pivers. ...........e.....

They use puddles to make their boats go faster. ...

In the summer the Indians live in camps of topees. .....................

White Fang sees the Indians have flower over other animals. ..............
The Indians phased away the dogs when they came to attack

Whiterang. ...
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brave not
afraid of doing
dangerous things

join to go with

trail the smell
and marks an
animal’s feet leave
on the ground

undergrowth
plants that grow
under trees

Chapter 4
Learning Lessons

There was always something interesting happening in the
camp and White Fang was quick to learn.

Most of all, he learned how to fight.

His worst enemy was Lip-lip. White Fang was brave, but
Lip-lip was bigger and stronger. and was always looking for
a fight. The other dogs were unfriendly. too. They joined
Lip-lip and started fights with the little wolf cub. And when
it was time to eat. they chased him away. So White Fang
learned how to fight harder and faster. and to hurt others
quickly. He learned how to steal their food. And he became
braver and angrier and more dangerous every day.

In the autumn of the year. the Indians took down their
tepees, packed their bags and got their canoes ready to go
hunting.

White Fang watched some of the canoes go down the river.
He understood what was happening and quickly decided not
to go with them. Now he could be free!

When nobody was looking, he ran through the trees and
into a stream. The water was very cold, but he wanted to hide
his trail. After some time, he climbed out of the stream and
found a place in the undergrowth to lie down and sleep.

Later, he woke up to the sound of Grey Beaver's voice.
White Fang did not move. Again and again Grey Beaver
called his name, but at last everything went quiet.

For a time, White Fang played between the trees, happy
to be free. Then it got dark and everything was silent. Only
the trees made noises above him. He was cold, but there was
no warm side of a tepee to sleep against. And he was hungry.
He remembered the pieces of meat and the fish which the
men threw to him in the camp.

White Fang ran back to the Indian village, but there was




nobody there. Suddenly, he felt lonely and afraid.

The next morning he started to run along the river bank.
He ran all day without resting. He climbed mountains and
swam across streams, always following the big river. It started
to snow, but he ran all that night and again the next day.
By now he was weak and hungry.

When he was nearly too tired to stand up. he heard the
sounds of the camp. Then, near the river bank he saw the
fire! And he could smell food cooking!

Grey Beaver sat next to the fire. He looked up and saw
the little grey cub. White Fang crawled slowly across to the
Indian. He lay down beside him and waited for Grey Beaver
to hit him or shout at him. But Grey Beaver did not hit him,
he gave White Fang some meat. White Fang smelled it

carefully, then started to eat. He was not afraid now. He was

warm, and happy to be back with the gods.

bank the ground
at the side of a
river

crawl to move
along slowly with
the body close to
the ground
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lake a large piece
of water with land
all around it

pick up totake in
your hand

When it was the middle of December, Grey Beaver went on
a journey up the Mackenzie River. His son, Mit-sah, and his
wife, Kloo-kooch, went with him. They took two sleds. Grey
Beaver was driving the bigger sled, and Mit-sah was driving
the smaller sled. White Fang was only eight months old,
and Grey Beaver tied him to Mit-sah’s sled. Lip-lip ran at the
front, with White Fang and five other puppies behind him.

White Fang learned to be afraid of men's hands. It was
true that they sometimes threw him meat, but more often
they threw sticks at him or hurt him. And in the village of
Great Slave Lake, White Fang learned a new lesson. A boy
was cutting up some meat when some of it fell on the ground
near White Fang. Meat that fell on the ground was usually
for the dogs. so the young wolf cub immediately started to
eat it. Then he saw the boy put down his knife and pick
up a large, heavy stick.

White Fang did not understand. He ran away, but the boy
chased him and tried to hit him. White Fang became angry.
Without stopping to think, he turned and bit the boy’s hand.

Immediately he was sorry and afraid. He knew that it was
wrong to bite the hand of a man-animal. Later, the boy and
his family came to see Grey Beaver. But Grey Beaver, Kloo-
kooch and Mit-sah all spoke angrily to the boy and his family.

‘The boy was wrong to hit White Fang,” Grey Beaver told
them. And after they went away, he did not hit the young
cub.

So White Fang learned that there were his gods, and there
were other gods. His gods could hit him at any time, but
other gods must not hit him when he was doing nothing
wrong.

Before the day was finished, White Fang learned more of
this lesson about his gods and other gods.

Mit-sah was alone. getting wood for the fire. White Fang
was watching him. The boy with the bitten hand. and some




of his friends, saw Mit-sah. They went after him and started
to shout bad words and attack him.

At first White Fang did nothing. This was a fight between
man-gods, and nothing to do with him. But then he
remembered that this was Mit-sah, one of his gods. Angrily,
he ran and chased the other boys away, biting some of them.

When Mit-sah told his story at the camp, Grey Beaver gave
White Fang more meat than all the other dogs. And from
this, White Fang learned that it was his job to protect Grey

Beaver's family and property.

protect to fight
to save something

property
something that
belongs to you

23
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Correct six more mistakes in the chapter summary.

Lip-lip is White Fang’s greatest frisnd and White Fang learns to fight with him. In the
summer the Indians move their camp to go hunting. White Fang runs away from them.
After some time he feels thirsty so he goes back, but the Indian camp isn’t there. He goes
along by the side of a great road and in the end he finds the Indian camp in a new place.
Grey Beaver is angry to see him. In December, Grey Beaver goes on a journey with his son
and his wife. White Fang pulls a sled for them. When a boy hits White Fang for eating some
meat on the ground, White Fang bites the boy’s foot. Later White Fang helps Grey Beaver's

brother when some boys begin to attack him.

Use the words in the tepee to
complete the sentences on page 25.

bank

picks

property

hrave
protects

join crawls

undergrowth
lake

I trail
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White Fang isn’t afraid of anything. He's very ...l :

He goes across a stream to stop other dogs from following RiB s ;

He hid under some trees, inthe ................. .
After some time he decides t0 .......cccoeeeeee. the Indians again.

He goes along a river ... and in the end he finds their new camp.

. I O—— across the ground when he gets near Grey Beaver.
The Indians make a new village near a big ... ;

L0 R up a stick to hit White Fang.

Grey Beaver ... White Fang from the boy’s family.

The things you have — your house, your €ar — are Your ... :

GUESS WHAT

What happens in the next chapter? Tick the boxes.

000 0 Q0

Yes No
All the dogs in the Indian village are
friendly with White Fang. | T |
There is another time when all the animals
and people in the land are hungry. H B
White Fang runs away from the Indian village. i B
He goes to live in a white man’s house. | P |
He kills and eats a lynx. | [ |
Some wolves run after him. [l L]
White Fang finds it hard to run away from them. n N
He goes back to the Indian village. H N
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bone a hard
white thing in an
animal’s body

fear the feeling
that you have
when you are
afraid

shoulder this is

between your arm
and your neck

26

Chapter 5
The Famine

It was April when Grey Beaver finished his long journey and
arrived at his home village. White Fang was now a year old.
His coat was a wolf-grey colour, and he looked like a wolf. He
was strong, and he could fight with the older dogs and win.

When White Fang first came to live with Grey Beaver, one
of the oldest dogs always chased him away. That dog's name
was Baseek. But things were changing now. Baseek was
getting older and weaker while White Fang was getting
stronger every day.

White Fang first came to know this when he was eating
some moose meat alone, away from the other dogs. It was
a large piece of meat on the bone, and Baseek wanted it.
He ran to take it from between White Fang's paws. Without
thinking, the wolf cub jumped on Baseek and bit his neck.

Baseek was surprised, but he growled at White Fang and
suddenly saw fear in the young wolf cub’s eyes. Braver now,
Baseek walked across to the meat and started to eat it. The
fear went from White Fang's eyes when he saw this. Now
he was angry. It was his bone, not Baseek's! He jumped on
the old dog and bit off his ear! Then he bit him in the neck,
on the shoulder, and on the nose. Baseek dropped the bone
and walked away with his head down.

The months went past and White Fang grew bigger and
stronger. But he was not like the other dogs. The wolf in
him made him very different and much more dangerous,
and so the other dogs left him alone.

One thing made White Fang very angry. He did not like
people to laugh at him. They could laugh at other things,
but not at him. When they did, he became angry and very
dangerous, and the other dogs ran away from him.
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When he was three years old, there was another famine.
There were no wild animals to kill, and no fish in the rivers
or lakes. It was a terrible time, when only the strong
survived. The older and weaker Indians in the village began
to die, and the children cried because they were hungry. The
women left the little food there was for the men. They went
out to hunt, looking everywhere for animal trails, but they
came home with little or no meat. Dogs began to eat other
dogs, and the Indians started to eat their animals.

tf - . 4“‘ 7“.(. g /‘ :
i Landﬂdge.com p

famine atime
when there is not
enough food in a
country

survive to live

through a difficult
and dangerous time
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woods a place
where lots of
trees grow
together
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During this time, White Fang left the camp and went to

live in the woods. He could run faster and was a better
hunter than the other dogs. He could catch the animals that
were too small or too quick for the Indian hunters to Kkill.
Because of this, he did not die when others were dying.

One day he saw a young wolf in the woods. The wolf was
thin and weak, but for a short time White Fang thought
about going with him. He thought about joining his wild
brothers in the wolf pack. But his stomach was empty and
he was too hungry to think for long. After a minute, he
killed the young wolf and ate him.

Another day, ten or twelve wolves saw him and chased
him. But White Fang's luck was with him. That morning he
was feeling strong after killing and eating a lynx. So he could
run faster than the weak and hungry wolves, and he got
away from them without any trouble.

In the last days of the famine, White Fang met Lip-lip.
Each animal was surprised to see the other, and they both
growled and got ready to attack. Lip-lip was also living in the
woods at that time. But he was not a good hunter like
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White Fang, so he was not as strong. Because of this, the
.ﬁght didn't last long.

White Fang attacked fast and hard. He threw Lip-lip to the
ground and began to bite into his neck. Lip-lip was too weak
to fight back, and he died quickly. White Fang looked at him
for a minute or two, then he walked away.

One day. not long after this, White Fang looked out from
the woods and saw a clearing. The clearing was near the
Mackenzie River, and he saw the tepees and fires of an Indian
village there.

White Fang looked down on it. After a time, he recognized
some of the sounds, and some of the faces. It was the old
village, but it was now in a new place. He also recognized the
smell of fish cooking, so he knew that there was food to
eat.

White Fang came out from the trees and trotted into the
village. He soon found Grey Beaver's tepee and went inside.
Grey Beaver was not there, but Kloo-kooch was happy to see
him and gave him some fish. Then White Fang lay down to
wait for Grey Beaver.

last to continue
for a time

clearing an
open place in the
middle of woods

recognize to see
something and
know what it is

trot to run with
short, quick steps
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Correct the mistakes in these sentences.

a White Fang fights Baseek and loses:

b When White Fang is four, all the animals and people in the land are hungry.
¢ The women leave their food for the children in the village.

d White Fang goes to live in the town.

e He kills and eats a thin, weak old wolf.

f Fourteen wolves run after him but he escapes.

g Lip-lip runs away at the end of a fight with White Fang.

h When White Fang goes back to the Indian village, Grey Beaver gives him some fish.

Find the words in the Indian shoes to complete the sentences.

a White Fang likes eating meatontheb _ _ _

b At first White Fang is afraid and Baseek can see the f _ _ _ in his eyes.

¢ Then White Fang bites Baseek on the neck and the s

d When White Fang is three, there is f in the land ar

all the animals are hungry.

e Many animals die but White Fang s because

he is very strong.




f He goes to live far from the Indian village in the w _

g The famine | _ _ _ _ for many months.

h White Fang sees an Indian village in a ¢

i Her the sounds and smells of the village.

j Happily he t
to eat some fish.

into the village and goes to Grey Beaver’s tepee

GUESS WHAT
What happens in the next chapter? Tick the boxes.

a Why does Grey Beaver go to Fort Yukon?
1 [] To sell clothes and shoes there.
2 [] To buy clothes there.
3 [] To sell horses there.

b What does White Fang do in Fort Yukon?
1 [] He fights with white men’s dogs.
2 [ ] He runs away from Grey Beaver.
3 [ He kills a man.

¢ What happens to Grey Beaver?
1 [] He makes lots of money.
2 [] He buys a house.
3 [] He kills a man.

d What does the white man do?
1 [] He sees Grey Beaver fighting.
2 [ ] He tries to buy White Fang.
3 [] He gives a dog to Grey Beaver.
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fact something
that 1s true

deadly ending
in death

Chapter 6
Beauty Smith

When White Fang was nearly five years old, Grey Beaver
took him on another great journey. They went down
the Mackenzie River, and across the Rocky Mountains to the
Yukon River. When they stopped at villages. White Fang was
quick to fight with the dogs there. They did not recognize
the fact that he was part wolf, and they were not ready for

his fast and dangerous attacks. Many of them died in these
deadly fights.




White Fang and Grey Beaver arrived at Fort Yukon in the
summer of 1898. At this time, thousands of men were going
up the Yukon River to Dawson City and the Klondike to look
for gold. Grey Beaver knew about this. He had clothes and
shoes made from animal skins with him to sell to these people.

In Fort Yukon, White Fang saw white men for the first
time. To begin with he did not go near these strange new
gods. But he felt sure that they were different. They had
more power than the Indians he knew. They too were
interested in him. and what was more they did not hurt the

dogs who went near them.
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steamer a ship

dock the place
where a ship
stops

coward a person
who is often afraid

cruel hard, and
wanting to hurt
other people

Only a few white men lived in Fort Yukon, but a steamer
arrived every two or three days. It stopped for five or six
hours. and then went away again. Many more white men
came and went on the steamer.

There was no work for White Fang to do. Grey Beaver was
busy selling things to the white men and getting rich. So
White Fang spent his time starting fights with the white
men's dogs. None of them could fight well. They made a lot
of noise and ran and jumped at White Fang, but he threw
them off or bit them. Then he left them for the other Indian
dogs to kill. This was the right thing to do because the white
gods were always angry when their dogs died in a fight.
When it happened, the men chased the Indian dogs and hit
them with heavy sticks while White Fang watched.

He enjoyed the fights and they were easy to start. When
the dogs came off the steamer and saw him, they immediately
recognized a wild and dangerous animal. And because. soon
after they were born, they learned to kill wild things, they
attacked him.

The white men in Fort Yukon did not like the gold-hunters
who came off the steamer, but they liked to take their money.
And they were always happy to see the white men's dogs
chased and killed by the Indian dogs.

One man liked the fights more than any of the others. As
soon as he heard a steamer coming, he ran down to the
dock to meet it. His name was Smith. Nobody knew his first
name, but the men in the town called him ‘Beauty' because
he was not beautiful. He was a small man with large yellow
eyes and big yellow teeth like fangs. He did the cooking and
washed the dishes for the other men, but they did not like
him. He was a coward, and like many cowards, he was a
cruel man, too.

Beauty Smith watched White Fang fighting, and he wanted
to buy the wolf-dog. He tried to make a friend of the animal.
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but White Fang growled at him and showed him his teeth.
He did not like this man.

White Fang was in Grey Beaver's camp when Beauty Smith
first visited it. He watched the two men talking together for
a long time. The Indian did not want to sell White Fang. He
was rich and did not need the money.

But Beauty Smith visited Grey Beaver's camp often, and
there were always one or two bottles of whiskey under his
coat. Grey Beaver liked the whiskey, and soon more and more
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left there after all
the rest has gone

persuade to
make somebody
change their way
of thinking by
speaking to them

leather animal
skin

of his money went on it. After a short time, he had no
money left. Then Beauty Smith spoke to him again about
White Fang, and persuaded Grey Beaver to sell the dog to
him for more of the bottles.

‘You catch him,’ said the Indian, ‘and you can have him.’

After two days, Beauty Smith went back to Grey Beaver.
‘You catch him,” he said.

White Fang trotted into the camp that evening and Grey
Beaver tied a long thin piece of leather to him. The Indian
sat down with a bottle of whiskey and drank for an hour
before Beauty Smith arrived. The white man stood above White
Fang and put out a hand to rub the animal's head. White
Fang tried to bite it, and Grey Beaver hit him on the head.

Beauty Smith was angry and afraid. He went away and

came back with a big stick. White Fang jumped at him, but
the man hit him hard with the stick. White Fang fell down




on the ground and the man took the leather and pulled it.
Now White Fang followed him.

At his home, Beauty Smith tied White Fang to a door with
the leather and went to bed. White Fang waited an hour.
Then he started to bite the leather. After a minute he was
free, and he went back to Grey Beaver's camp.

In the morning, Grey Beaver took him back to Beauty
Smith. The white man hit White Fang hard, then tied him
with a thick rope. After many hours, the dog bit through
the rope and ran back to Grey Beaver.

The next morning, Beauty Smith came for him once more.
He hit the animal again and again, until White Fang was
weak and sick. '

Grey Beaver watched but said nothing. White Fang was
not his property now. And it was time for him to leave Fort
Yukon and start his journey home.

sick 1ill

AR




Match the sentences with the people.

a ...goes to Fort Yukon city to
sell things there.
b ... has ajob cooking and
washing dishes in Fort Yukon.
¢ ...isveryugly.
.. wants to buy White Fang.
e ... brings Grey Beaver whiskey to
drink.
.. spends all his money on whiskey.
g ... buys White Fang.
h ... hits White Fang with a stick and
takes him away.
i ...leaves Fort Yukon without White
Fang.

Beauty Smith

Find the words in the rope to complete the sentences on page 39.
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ltsa £ & C + that White Fang's father was a wolf.

He likes having _ _ _ _ _ _ fights with other dogs.

White men come up the river to Fork Yukonona _ _ _ _ _ _ _

They get off the boat at the Fort Yukon _ _ _ _ .

Beauty Smith isn't a brave man; he'sa _ _ _ _ _ _

Grey Beaver sells lots of soft _ _ _ _ _ _ _ clothes and shoes in Fort Yukon.
Grey Beaver spends lots of money on whiskey and in the end he has

nomoney

omith .~~~ Grey Beaver to sell White Fang to him for

some more whiskey.
Smith is a man. He doesn't feel sorry for anyone.

When Smith hits White Fang with a stick, the wolf feels weak and _ _ _ _

GUESS WHAT
What happens in the next chapter? Tick the boxes.

= 00 = 0o A O T o

Yes Perhaps
Beauty Smith is very nice to White Fang.
White Fang fights and kills many dogs.
Smith makes no money from these dog fights.
One day White Fang has to fight a moose.
He always wins the fights he is in.
People call White Fang The Fighting Wolf'. He is famous.
One day White Fang loses a fight with another dog.
White Fang nearly dies. It is the end of his fighting days.
Grey Beaver comes to take White Fang back to the Indian village.

EEEEEEERER
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hate the opposite
of love

pen a small open
space with walls
around it to put
animals in

cheer to shout to
show that you are
pleased

Chapter 7
Cherokee

White Fang hated Beauty Smith more than anyone.
The little man did everything he could think of to
make White Fang angry. He hurt him and he laughed at
him. He did this because he knew that angry dogs were the
best fighters, and Smith wanted a good fighting dog.

He kept White Fang in a pen, and one day, a group of
men came to look at him. White Fang ran round the inside
of the pen, growling and jumping up at them. Then the door
of the pen opened and Beauty Smith pushed a big dog inside.

White Fang immediately jumped on the dog and bit it.
Blood came from the dog's neck, but it growled and tried to
catch White Fang. The wolf was too fast for him. He turned

and jumped, and bit the dog's ears and face. There was more
blood.

The men cheered and whistled when White Fang killed the
dog. After a minute, Smith went into the pen with a big stick




and knocked White Fang away from the dead animal
before pulling it outside. Then the men began to pay him
money for their bets.

White Fang was a prisoner in his pen. He could not hunt
or pull a sled, but he enjoyed the cruel and deadly fights.
And Smith enjoyed taking money from the men who came
to watch them.

When the first of the snow fell, Beauty Smith took White
Fang on a steamer up the Yukon River to Dawson City. There
were always men round his cage on the steamer. They pushed
sticks into the cage to make him growl and jump at them,
then they laughed at him. This made him even angrier.

When the steamer arrived at Dawson, Smith kept White
Fang in the cage. Men paid half a dollar in gold to see ‘The
Fighting Wolf’. When White Fang tried to sleep, they pushed
sticks into the cage to wake him up.

Some nights, Beauty Smith took him into the woods outside
the town. When it was morning, a lot of men arrived. Always,
one or more of them came with dogs for White Fang to fight.
Usually he killed the dogs, or he chased and bit them until
they were too weak to fight any more. He knew more about
fighting than they did, and he was too fast and too clever
for them.

Then there was a fight with a lynx, and White Fang nearly
died. After the lynx, there were no more animals left who
could fight him.

Until the spring. And a dog called Cherokee.

Cherokee was a strange dog. He was short and heavy, and
he belonged to a man called Tim Keenan.

‘Go to him, Cherokee!" the men shouted. ‘Eat the Fighting
Wolf!'

Cherokee did not move. He was not afraid, he was lazy.

bet when you

put money on a
fighter, saying that
he will win; if you
are right you win
money, if you are
wrong you lose it

cage an open box
to put dangerous
animals in
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Then Tim Keenan put a hand on Cherokee's back and began
to rub him there. This made Cherokee angry, and he started
to growl. The growling got louder and louder, and it made
White Fang growl.

Keenan pushed Cherokee, and the dog began to run.
Immediately, White Fang jumped on him and bit the back
of his neck. Blood came from behind Cherokee's ear, but he
made no sound. He turned and followed White Fang.

Again and again White Fang jumped on Cherokee and bit
him. Now there was blood on the dog's face. but he did not
cry out with pain. Again and again Cherokee turned and
followed the wolf. He did not hurry. White Fang tried to
knock Cherokee to the ground, but Cherokee was too short
and heavy.



Then the dog turned his head to look at the men. White
Fang ran at him and tried to push him to the ground. But
this time he moved too quickly and pushed too hard. He
went over Cherokee's back and crashed to the ground, his
paws in the air! -

He got back on his feet quickly, but Cherokee attacked! He
bit White Fang hard, and his teeth stayed in the wolf's neck.
White Fang ran wildly round and round. but the dog’s teeth
stayed in his neck and it was bleeding.

White Fang stopped when he was too tired to run any
more. At first he lay on his side, but Cherokee pushed him
on to his back and sat on top of him. The dog's teeth were
still in White Fang's neck, and the wolf was getting weaker
and weaker from loss of blood.

The men with bets on Cherokee cheered loudly. Then Beauty
Smith pushed through them and started laughing at White
Fang. White Fang went wild with anger. He pulled himself
up on to his feet and began to move round inside the circle
of men. Round and round he went, falling and getting up
on to his feet again. But soon he was too weak to get up
any more.

Then Beauty Smith ran to White Fang and began to kick
him.

Suddenly, a tall young man pushed through the people
'You coward!" he shouted, and then he punched Beauty
Smith in the face. Smith fell to the ground. Next, the young
man turned and called to a friend, ‘Matt, come and help
me.’

Another man came across, and they tried to pull Cherokee
off White Fang. But the dog's teeth stayed in White Fang's
neck.

‘We've got to get his mouth open, Mr Scott,” Matt said.

He took a gun from his coat and put it between the dog's
teeth. Using the gun as a lever, he opened Cherokee's mouth.

crash to fall
noisily

in the air not on
the ground

bleed (past bled)
to lose blood

loss when you
lose something

punch to hit with
your closed hand

lever a stick that
you use to open
something
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At the same time, Weedon Scott carefully pulled White Fang's
neck out.

‘Take your dog!” Matt told Tim Keenan.

Keenan moved quickly to get his dog, and took him away.

White Fang tried to get up on his feet, but he was too
weak. He lay in the snow with his eyes half-shut.

‘Matt, how much does a good sled-dog cost?’ Scott asked.

‘Three hundred dollars,” Matt answered.

‘And how much for this one now, after the fight?" Scott
asked.

‘Half of that,” Matt said.

Scott turned to Beauty Smith, who was on his feet again.
‘Did you hear that?’ he said. ‘I'm going to take your dog,
and I'm going to give you a hundred and fifty dollars for
him.’

‘I'm not selling him,” Smith said.

‘Oh ves, you are!’ Weedon Scott said. ‘Here's the money.
Take it, or I'll punch you again.’

After a minute, Scott finally persuaded Smith to take the
money, and then he walked away.

When White Fang was strong again, there was no pen to
keep him a prisoner. At first he was afraid of Weedon Scott
and Matt. When Scott tried to be friendly, White Fang bit
his hand, then waited for the man-god to hurt him. But
nothing happened. The next day, Scott came with a piece of
meat, which he threw on the ground. White Fang smelled
the meat, but looked at Scott. After a minute he ate the
meat.

The man-god talked to him in a quiet, kind voice. Then
he put his hand on White Fang's head and rubbed it. This
was something new and strange to White Fang. But he liked
it, and it was the beginning of a new life for him.

In the spring, Scott went away. White Fang waited all night




for him outside the house. Days came and went, but Scott
did not come. White Fang pined for the first time in his life.

Matt wrote to Weedon Scott: The wolf won't pull a sled and
he won't eat. He wants to know where you are, but how can I
tell him? I think he’s going to die.

And then, one night, White Fang made a soft whining
sound and looked up at the door. Seconds later, the door
opened and Scott came in. He saw White Fang and called
him. The wolf came quickly, and there was a strange light
in his eyes. Scott rubbed White Fang’'s head and ears. The
wolf growled happily. For the first time in his life, he felt a
very strong love for someone.
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pine to become
sick because
someone that you
love is not there

whine tocryina
high voice



READING CHECK
Choose the right words to finish the sentences.

a [l like

1 Beauty Smith does everything to make White Fang ............ him.
b [ hate

a [] loves

2 White Fang ........... fighting other dogs.
b [] doesn’t like

a [ | doesn’t mind

$ amith...... making money with White Fang.
b [] enjoys

a [] slow but deadly

4 Cherokeeis a ........... fighter.
b [ | fast and deadly

a [ | 300 dollars

5 Weedon Scott pays Smith ........... for White Fang.
b [] 150 dollars
6 Weedon Scott talks to White Fangina .......... voice. a [] quiet, kind
b [] noisy, cruel
WORD WORK
Use the words in the cage
to complete Weedon Scott’s

diary on page 47.




Before / got him, the Fighting Wolf lired with Beauty Smith. |'m swre he

(@hotedhim, Smith was so bad to him. The Wolfy lived ina () _ _ _

— — —— —

and he

trrelled ina (© _ _ _ -

/ their mouths and
10 the Wolf fight, and they opencd their Mo
(d) el WJW% he won, And Beauty Sméth loved taking their (@) _ _ _ _-

/'m sure he made o lot of moncy with every fight.

1 saw the end of the fight between the Wolf and the dog Cherokec. The Wolf

and his neck - with
und. His legswere @ _ _ __ — ———
o T g . 2 lot. He was weak from

/ bought the Wolf from Smith and tried to teach him to lore me. / left Fort Yukon in

the spri ;
Jt:; ;::WAM when | went back to visit, the Wolf (m) _ _ __ _ _

the house.’

when / got near

GUESS WHAT

What happens in the next chapter?
Match the first and second parts of these sentences.

Weedon Scott
White Fang
Scott takes White Fang

a decides to go with Scott on the streamer.
b

c

d California

e

f

leaves White Fang with Matt again.

is strange for White Fang.

love white Fang.

to his family home in California.

are afraid of White Fang when he arrives.

Scott’s family
In the end they

D AN -

and affter a short time Matt wrote to say: ‘Weedon, the wolf s O _ _ _ _




low soft and quiet

Chapter 8
California
é T isten to that!’ Matt said at supper one night.

L Scott listened. A low, sad whining noise came through
the door.

‘That wolf knows that you're leaving,” Matt said.

‘I can't take a wolf to California,’” Scott replied.

Next day, two Indians took Scott’s bags to the dock. Scott
came to the door of the house and called White Fang inside.

‘1 can't take you with me,’” he said, and he rubbed White
Fang's ears. ‘Now give me a growl and say goodbye.’

White Fang did not growl. He pushed his head between
Scott’s arm and body. The sound of the steamer came from
the river.

‘It's time to go,” Matt said.

The two men shut the doors of the house and went down
to the dock. From the house came the noise of White Fang
whining.

‘Write and tell me about him,” Scott told Matt.




Some minutes later, Scott went onto the steamer and the
two men said goodbye. Suddenly, Matt saw White Fang on
the boat, behind Scott! There were cuts and blood on the
wolf’s face.

‘Well, look at that! He jumped through the window to be
with you!" Matt said.

Scott did not answer. He was thinking quickly.

‘Goodbye, Matt,” he said, after a minute. About the wolf

— you don't need to write. I'll write to you about him.’

Scott got off the steamer at San Francisco. The noise of the
city made White Fang shake with fear, and he stayed very
near to Scott. A train took them out into the country. When
they got off, a carriage was waiting for them. A man and
a woman came across to Scott. The woman put her arms
round Scott’s neck.

When White Fang saw this, he growled, the hairs on his
back bristled and he sprang at her. Scott pulled him away
and said, 'It’s all right, mother. He'll soon learn.” He looked
at White Fang. ‘Down!" he said. White Fang lay down on
the ground. Scott opened his arms to his mother again, but
watched White Fang. ‘Down!" he said again.

White Fang watched silently, and did not move.

The two men and the woman got into the carriage and
drove away. White Fang ran behind. After fifteen minutes
they turned into a small road between some trees. A dog
ran out of the trees between White Fang and the carriage.

White Fang started to run at the dog — and stopped. It was
a she-dog. He couldn't attack her. But the dog was afraid,
and she bit White Fang. :

‘Here, Collie!" called the strange man in the carriage.

Weedon Scott laughed. ‘It’s all right, father,” he said. “White
Fang will have to learn many things here in California. He

can start learning now.’

carriage an old
kind of car that
horses pull

bristle to stand
up straight

spring (past
sprang, sprung)
to jump
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delay to make
something go
slower

prevent to stop

judge a person
who decides how
long criminals
should go to
prison for their
crimes

They drove on towards a large house. White Fang pushed
Collie to the ground and ran after the carriage. Collie got
up and chased after him, but she could not catch him. Then
a large dog came from the house and knocked White Fang
to the ground. The wolf got up. ready to kill it.

Collie arrived in time to knock White Fang over again, and
this delayed the woll, preventing him from attacking
immediately. At once Weedon Scott held White Fang, while
the other man called the two dogs to him.

‘Dick! Collie!" he said. ‘Come here!’

More gods came out of the house, then they all went inside
and White Fang followed them.

Scott's home was called Sierra Vista. White Fang soon
learned to live there. He also learned to live with the other
dogs, but he was not friendly with them. He learned about
Scott's family. There was Scott's father. who was a judge.
And there was Scott's mother, his wife, his two sisters. and
his two children.

The months came and went, and White Fang was happy in
his new home. Only Collie made life difficult. She followed
him and growled at him. Did she hate him or was she pining
for him? It was hard to say.

Weedon Scott often went out on his horse. and White Fang
always went with him. One day. Scott fell from the horse
and broke his leg. White Fang growled at the horse, but
Scott stopped him.

‘Home!' he told White Fang. ‘Go home!

White Fang did not want to leave him. Scott saw this and
spoke quietly. ‘It's all right." he said. ‘Go home and tell them,
wolf.’

The family were sitting outside the house when White Fang
ran up to Judge Scott and began growling.

‘Go away and lie down!" the judge said.




Then White Fang turned to Scott's mother and tugged at

her dress with his teeth. ‘Something’s happened to Weedon!'
she said.

They all got up quickly and followed White Fang to help
Scott.

After this, they all loved White Fang.

In the second winter at Sierra Vista, Collie became more
friendly with White Fang. One day they ran together in the
woods like White Fang's mother Kiche and old One Eye all
those years before.

Around about this time, a prisoner got out of San Quentin
prison. His name was Jim Hall, and he was dangerous. For
days the police tried to catch him, but he was too quick and

too clever for them.

tug to pull

a1



gunshot the
shooting of a gun

approach to get
near

wound a hole in
the body from a
knife or a gunshot

stable a building
where horses live
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The women in the Scott family were afraid.

‘You sent Jim Hall to prison and he hates you for it,’ they
said to Judge Scott. ‘Perhaps he'll come here to attack you.’

The judge told them not to worry. But the women were
right and he was wrong.

One night, White Fang woke up and heard someone moving
inside the house. He smelled a strange god and the hairs on
his neck bristled. The stranger walked softly, but White Fang
followed him silently to the bottom of the stairs. The stranger
stopped and listened. White Fang knew that his master’s
bedroom was at the top of the stairs, and he knew that he
had to protect his master from this stranger.

As soon as the man put a foot on the stairs, White Fang
sprang! The two of them crashed to the floor, and White
Fang bit the man's neck.

The family woke up to the noise of crashing furniture.
Soon after this there were sounds of gunshets, and a man'’s
scream. Then everything went quiet. Weedon Scott put on
a light, then he and Judge Scott came downstairs with guns
in their hands.

A dead man with a bleeding neck lay at the bottom of the
stairs.

Judge Scott approached and looked at his face. ‘It's Jim
Hall,” he said.

White Fang was lying next to the criminal with his eyes
closed, and three gunshot wounds in his side. He was weak
from loss of blood.

White Fang did not die. He survived. He slept for many long
hours, for many weeks and his wounds closed. At last after
some months he got up and stood on his four legs. All the
family followed him outside and watched. Very slowly. White
Fang walked to the stable. Collie lay near the stable door,
and six fat puppies were crawling about and playing beside




her. White Fang looked at them, but Collie growled at him
in a low voice and he did not go near them.

One of the women put an arm round Collie to prevent her
from moving, then Weedon Scott picked up one of the little
dogs and put it down next to White Fang. Collie watched
and growled again. Then White Fang put his nose next to
the puppy's nose. Weedon Scott and the family laughed and
cheered. White Fang was surprised, but he lay down next
to the little dog.

The rest of the puppies came and climbed over him.

Happy at last, White Fang went to sleep in the sun.
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READING CHECK
What do they say?

a 'Dick! Collie!
Come here!”

¢ ‘lcan't
take a wolf to

California!
g ‘Something’s

happened to
Weedon!

d ‘It's all right.
He'll soon learn!

f ‘Perhaps Jim
Hall will come here to
attack you,’

h ‘Your wolf's on
1 ... says Scott to Matt. the steamer!
o Matt tells Scott.
5 . Scott tells his mother when White Fang first sees her and growls at her.
s . Scott's father calls to his dogs when they attack White Fang.

5. says Scott to White Fang after his fall from the horse.

. . cries Scott’s mother when White Fang arrives at home alone.

T . say the women in the Scott family to Judge Scott.

s . says Judge Scott when he sees the dead man on the stairs of his house.

WORD WORK

Complete the sentences with
the pairs of words. bristled / SDPGHEJ delayed / carriagej

by

: {
gunshot / wound judge / prevented | stable / low | tugged / dress |

s

a White Fang .10 n€Q... at Mrs Scott's .. QNEsS......

b The hair on the dog's back ... asiinenne ... .




g8 theyhearda ... and when they
entered the room Max was lying on the
sofawitha ... . .. on his leg.

e ........ . sat in bed feeling ill.
bsoale ... .. him from going
to the party.

f The sheepontheroad ...
the .. .. .. and they were late!

il %: CC SNEIEAT
GULoO YWHAL

What happens after the story ends?

a [] One of White Fang’s and Collie’s puppies runs away to live in the wild.

b [] Weedon goes with his wife and children to live in New York leaving White Fang
in California with his mother and father.

¢ [] Weedon takes White Fang back to Fort Yukon again because he prefers living
in the wild.

d [] Grey Beaver sees White Fang’s photograph in the newspaper and comes to see
him in California.

e [ | Beauty Smith writes his side of White Fang’s story and sells it to the newspapers
for lots of money.
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T T D My Pet <.

J—

1 Look at this project on pets. Match the photos with the writing.

M

Our Pets [l 4

We have lots of goldfish in o pond in our garden The two big fisn are colled
Sophie ond Lsidoro Al the little fish are their children They eot lots of
fisn-food

We also have o green {r09 in our pond. He makes a lot of noise He hasn't
60+ O NOME

This is our dog Roger He's a lovely golden brown colour ond o medium-sized
dog He's six years old He's very friendly but o bit wild e can jump over
our garden woll when he wants e ikes running ofter cots.

This is our dog Molly She's got o smooth biack coort She’s two yeors old ond
o small dog She's very friendly and very silly. She jumps about and barks a
lot.




B Thisis "y snoke T call him Mambo He eats nsects and other small
onimals and he lives in o glass +tonK called o vivorium M\} dod doesn't like
Rim very much but My rum thinks he's greot His Mngs oren't dangerous

2 Answer these questions. You can write answers for your own pet or for an
imaginary pet. Use a dictionary to help you.

a What's it called? ¢ What colour is it? e How big is it?
b What kind of animal is it? d How old is it? f What are its habits?

3 Write about your pets. Use the pet project on page 56 to help you.

white rat
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JUad: 3 Animal Rescue

1 Read about this animal rescue story. Match the sentences with the pictures.

a .. Oscar's mother died and Oscar was all alone and very hungry.

b When he was older he was taken to the Orang-utan rescue centre.

¢ After a time, he was found by Orang-utan rescue workers and they gave
him some food.

d Oscar the Orang-utan was born in the wild in a forest in Borneo.

e Inthe end Oscar left the centre and was sent back to live in the wild again.

f When men cut down all the trees in the forest to make wood, . . .




2 Look at the animal rescue story on page 60.




3 Write sentences for the pictures using the words in the boxes.

a Leo/ lion/ and / sister Leah / _ i ;n b when / safari park / close / Leo and
born / safari park / England : | Leah/sell/to/small family circus

d journalist / go / write /
a story about them.

¢ cage there / small and dirty /
many people / worry / about / lions

e rich woman / read / story / in/
newspaper / and gave / money / help i

R SRR E WL ™1




GRAMMAR CHECK

Present Perfect and Past Simple

We use the Present Perfect to talk about things happening at some time in the past
without saying when.

Have you visited Fort Yukon? Yes, | have./No, | haven't.
I've seen a picture of the place. But | haven't been there.

We can also use the Present Perfect to talk about things that began in the past and
that are continuing now. In this case, we often use for and since with the Present
Perfect.

I've known Grey Beaver for many years. (for + a period of time)
White Fang has become friendlier since he arrived. (since = from a point in the past up
to now)

We use the Past Simple to talk about things that happened at a specific time in the
past and that are now finished.

I met Grey Beaver three years ago.

Complete the letter by Weedon Scott’s mother. Use the
Present Perfect or Past Simple form of the verbs in brackets.

White Fang a) .n05.1.Ve0 _ (live) with us for two years
now and, since 1974, he b) .................... (become) one of
our ﬁum’{q. At the btiqf'nm'nﬂ, el (not
like) him but now they d) ........... (become) more
friendly and they e) ................... (have) six puppies together!

White Fang f} ..................... (do) so many things f(}r us: he AR
(save) the life of my husband and my son! One day, Weedon
L (break) his leg in the woods and White B o.....
(come) to tell us about it. Also, late one evening, Re f) ................. (find) an
escaped prisoner in our house. Sadly, my husband k) .................. (shoot)
White Fang, and he nearly ) ................ (dic) W) ... (not
forget) that night and we still talk about it.

Since then, we n) .........coeuseene, (look after) him and he o) .....................
(begin) to walk again. He p) .................... (not be) in the woods but he

"3 I (see) his puppies.
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Modal auxiliary verbs: mustn’t and don’t have to

In the affirmative, we use st or have to (both + inf { jout fo) when we
think it is necessary or very important to do something, or when it is an obligation.
We White Fang. We White Fang.

In the negative, they have a different meaning. We use mu: for prohibition.

You that food. (= Don't eat the food.)

We use for an absence of obligation.

You it. (= You can eat it if you want to, but it is not necessary.)

Choose the correct word or words to complete each sentence.

Henry mustn’t/doesn’t have to leave the fire because the wolves are near him.
The dogs mustn’t/don’t have to look for their food. The men give them meat.
White Fang soon learns that he mustn’t/doesn’t have to bite the ‘gods’.

When he leaves Beauty Smith, White Fang mustn’t/doesn’t have to live in a cage.
You mustn’t/don’t have to swim in the cold mountain river. It's dangerous.

- 0o o 0O T o

Now that Grey Beaver is rich, he mustn’t/doesn’t have to work every day.

Complete the sentences with mustn’t or doesn’t/don’t have to.
a Never laugh at White Fang.

You YUSTN T 1OUAN AT VY IS S i veeciicenineanses
b It is not necessary to feed him in the middle of the day.

T e
¢ Don’t give him bread.

T
d It is not necessary for him to stay in the house at night.

He i s e
e Don't let him go upstairs.

Be o




GRAMMAR CHECK

Reflexive pronouns
We use reflexive pronouns — myself, yourself, himself, itself, herself, ourselves,
yourselves, and themselves — when the subject and the object of a verb are the same.

Henry talked to himself during the long night.
The weasel hurt itself.
[hey kept themselves busy with work.
4 Read Henry’s diary. Complete the text with the words in the box.
herself himself itself yourselves
ourseives themselves myself yourself

Tuesday ‘ :
1 f:; /wzrz_é and longly ot here (n the Sy Wovds and, sometimes Bl
| A | sihg v a) Qurselves Tfor howrs. A he, 1 clog '

. ) ngrt, | clase my g
fmd_, think abous my fﬁzm&ly‘ My W{r u l; she #ll m? the
: ;f;m and /Mrr g T JHt (fr{ﬁmg [ (gff. Che WAS Worried,
e /‘Zj,”gpfw e O ate o) . ' she called
| We started with s big strong dugs, f |
V W95, but we naw have only thres :
! ztg/xr f%m- they codd ok afeer d) (fwf, mfw{;y rmg
a ¢y have died — all billed by the wilves. Ong of the three dogs kmnﬁf/
mnwgﬂmw&mu;g Hatde L n a stone fmrng/w

PP

? [ heard him seream. 'Pcr/mfn N £ I-qjklgd,
\ J).._.’ ................. . But no. He wai md,—hlkééyr&woim.
No;/-/; m very werried. Will the welyes gt e twl
¢ M r—bf!mﬂndjmyﬁrhjm
. 1Y, remember that 1
an/é all ny fﬂW Lovk. .. e When !-/tqyg&;(;{;u




Reported questions with what, when, where, who, why, how much, and how many

In reported questions with what, when, where, who, why, how much, and how Y,
we put the subject before the verb, and we do not use do or does. The verb changes
to the past with a past tense reporting verb. Pronouns change to match the speaker.

Direct question

Reported question

‘What's that noise?’ he asked. He asked what that nois

‘Where are you sleeping?’ they asked. They wanted to know where

‘Why is White Fang whining?’ she asked. She asked why

‘How many wolves can you see?’ They wanted to know |/

5 When Scott buys White Fang, Beauty Smith asks him a lot of questions. Scott later
tells a friend all about it. Write the reported questions.

a Who are you?

Beauty Smith wanted to know

b Where do you come from?

d Why are you interested
in the wolf-dog?

e How much money

do you have?

h Why are you looking
S0 angry?




irLanguage com

Articles: a/an, the, and no article

We use the indefinite article a/an when we talk about singular nouns, and it is not
clear which of many things we mean, or to begin describing someone or something.

Grey Beaver killed « wolf. He was « big strong man.

We use 2 in front of a word that begins with a consonant sound and in front of
a word that begins with a vowel sound.

It was o weasel. It was an angry dog.

We use the definite article when we talk about singular and plural nouns, and
it is clear which of many things we mean, or when we have already talked about
it/them.

she-wolf fell to ground.

We use the + when we talk about nouns in general.
White Fang hunted

Complete the text with a/an, the, or no article (-).

Beauty Smith was a) ...... small ugly man with yellow eyes. He

id il . ....... old house with some other white men in

L ) camps in Fort Yukon. But none of

| TS . other men liked him. They thought that he was

- B S RO coward and f) ............ very cruel man.

Beauty was interested ing) ............ dogs. He loved

h) ............ fighting dogs and he wanted to buy i) ............

wolf-dog. One day, he saw White Fang inj) ............ fight. He

followed i ... ......... animal back home and tried to be friendly

to it.

White Fang didn't like Beauty Smith. And Grey Beaver didn't

wanttoselll) ............ dog to this man. Every time Smith

came along, White Fang satonm) ............ floor and growled.

But, one day, Beauty persuadedn) ............ Indian to sell White Fang. He put
- IS dogonp) ...........c long, thin piece of leather and tied him to
B apple tree. White Fang knew that he had to escape. He couldn’t stay with
this man.

65




Both and neither

We use both and neither when we talk about two things. Both has a positive meaning
and neither has a negative meaning. We use neither before a singular noun.

dogs are thin. (= the two of them) Neither dog is fat. (= not one of the two)

We use both of with the/these/them/Henry’s etc.
sleds are very slow. Joth of them are very slow.
We use neither of with the/these/them/Henry's etc. After neither of, a singular or a

plural verb is possible. A singular verb is more formal.
sleds is/are fast.
We use both ... and but neither ... nor.
Bill Henry are tired. Veither Scott nor his father has/have black hair.

7 Complete the sentences with both or neither.

TiPW T
T

=L

a By the end of the long cold journey, ..., .... the man and
the wolf-dog were very tired.
b The wolf had two cubs, but they were veryilland ............

of them lived.
¢ Scott said goodbye to ............ of his parents at the door.
Ca e of the men were kind to the wolf and they gave it a lot of meat every day.
€ ............of Scott’s children were very old. One was two and the other was four.

8 Look at the table and write sentences using Both ... and or Neither ... nor.

Hair Eyes Other
brown v/ green v/ kind v
Scott/Matt
black X blue X cruel X
a
B o
RO T s
d .
B e e
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Everywhere, nowhere, somewhere, and anywhere

We use everywhere to talk about ‘in, at, on, or to all places’.
Grey Beaver chased Lip-lip ¢v:

There was snow cver

We use nowhere to talk about ‘in, at, on, or to no place’.

There was nowhere to stay in Fort Yukon.

‘Where are you going?’ ‘Nowhere special.’

We use somewhere to talk about ‘in, at, on, or to a place that we don’t know exactly’.
He lives somewhere near the lake.

| put the money somewhere, but | can't find it

We use anywhere to talk about ‘in, at, on, or to any place’. We use it in negative

sentences and in questions.

Henry couldn't find the dog anywhere. Did you go anywhere interesting?

Choose the correct word to complete the sentences.

a After the fight, White Fang was tired and sat down. He didn’t
goanywhere/nowhere.

b White Fang loved Scott and he followed him nowhere/
everywhere.

¢ ‘Bill is dead, said Henry. ‘He died somewhere/anywhere
near the trees.’

d White Fang couldn’t find Grey Beaver anywhere/everywhere.

e Scott stood up on the steamer because there was somewhere/nowhere to sit.

f Dawson City is anywhere/somewhere on the other side of the river.

Complete the sentences with everywhere, nowhere, somewhere, or anywhere.

a White Fang looked .V5 Y w1205 for Collie, but he couldn't find her.

b The dog needed ... ......sesemnss. to hide because Beauty Smith was looking for him.
¢ Theycouldnthind ..........co oo conaes to sleep that night.

d ‘This place is beautiful,’ said Scott. ‘There’s ..................... like it in the world.’

e There were a lot of wolves that night. Bill sawthem ..................... that he looked.
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Life is hard and dangercus far both pecpie and
~ animals in the frozen Canadian North. For a.
~ wolf like White Fang it is a continuous fight to
~ find food - a fight in which many animals d'e

| ~ When White Fang meets the people of the

North first Indians and then White Men - he

~ learns to live with them like a dog. But some
~ men are cruel to their dogs and others are
- kmd th! Whate Fang S hfe be any easier now’?
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